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Continuing success: A brief state of the organization from Oklahoma
Farm Bureau Executive Director Monica Wilke

s the executive director of Oklahoma
Farm Bureau and Affiliated
Companies, it is my privilege to serve
an organization that not only promotes
and protects the livelihoods of farmers
and ranchers, but also is the strongest
agricultural organization in Oklahoma
and the largest domestic insurance
company in this state.
While it is only fitting to celebrate our
successes during our 75th anniversary,
I’d be remiss if I didn’t share with you
my vision for OKFB. Our members are a
powerful army, and though our charge is
great, the lessons leadership has learned in
the past few years have been invaluable.
Our operational results through
leadership and transparency continue
to trend upward. This was not without
challenges over the past few years.
Leadership needed to take drastic steps
to ensure our insurance company would
remain solvent and profitable and in order
to preserve this organization. Today, we are
stronger because of those choices.
I am proud to report OKFB is the strongest it has ever been, and during the last

few years, OFBMIC took unprecedented,
proactive steps to ensure a new era for
OKFB. I sat across the table from our state
insurance commissioner, Commissioner
Doak, and with the help of his department,
we mapped out a plan to slowly begin to
steer this ship into smooth waters. We
added a brokerage department to our
company, and for the first time in 10 years,
with various inputs from our agency field,
we offered a new contract to our agency
force. All these steps have added to the
strength and success of the OKFB brand.
Serving our members and providing
the highest value in that membership has
always been a priority. Earlier this year, I
began a restructure of our organization in
order to improve strength, effectiveness and
visibility of our county boards.
Marcia Irvin will serve as the interim
membership and organizational director
as well as continuing to fulfill her duties
as the Women’s Leadership Committee
coordinator. Marcia has faithfully served
OKFB for nearly 40 years, and I am
confident she will succeed in this new role.
Zac Swartz is now the Young Farmers

& Ranchers and membership recruitment
coordinator. Zac is energized to work
with the YF&R Committee and enhance
membership recruiting initiatives amongst
Oklahoma youth.
Our Field Services Division is an
essential connection to Farm Bureau county
offices and local communities. This staff
will continue to serve our members while
increasing visibility at our local county
levels.
Todd Honer has been named senior
field services director and commodities
coordinator.
Amanda Rosholt will serve as the
southwestern field services director,
in addition to her role of director of
the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching
Foundation.
Justin Whitmore will serve as the
northwest field services director and
membership marketing liaison. In this
capacity, Justin will enhance membership
recruiting initiatives at the local level.
Gage Milliman will serve as the
northeastern field services and county
(Continued on next page)

Legislative Wrap-up: New session, new members, new taxes

By John Collison, OKFB Vice President of Public Policy
ith the start of the First Session of
the 56th Oklahoma Legislature,
we’ve been busy meeting the more than
40 new legislators and introducing them to
Oklahoma Farm Bureau and its priorities.
We’re excited to work alongside these new
members to preserve and protect agriculture
and rural Oklahoma.
On the first day of session, Gov. Mary
Fallin outlined for the legislative body her
proposed state budget, which includes
an elimination of the state sales tax on
groceries and the corporate income tax.
However, because of the enormous budget
deficit, the plan offsets the tax cuts with a

gasoline and diesel tax increase, a tobacco
tax increase and a broadening of the state
sales tax base.
No one likes paying taxes, but the
legislative body must find ways to pay
for core government services. As I’ve
said before, we actually may have a
revenue problem rather than a spending
problem. This year, we’ll watch carefully
as lawmakers bring all options to the table.
Agriculture remains strong at the state
Capitol and we don’t foresee any huge
attacks at this moment. We’ve worked
hard in the past to ensure our lawmakers
understand the importance of farmers and

ranchers to our economy, and we’ll continue
to do so to protect agriculture.
As always, I must remind you that our
grassroots membership is OKFB’s strongest
asset. Don’t forget the importance of your
voice at the state Capitol! We encourage
you to remain plugged in and ready to take
action. Sign up for legislative action alerts
today by texting START to 405-400-0311 or
sign up on the OKAgPolicy website. Also
stay informed by attending our upcoming
Legislative Leadership Conference March
6-7 in Oklahoma City to hear updates
on state and federal policy, interact with
legislators and more.

Members selected for national committee
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Roger Maschino

Adam Bohl

wo Oklahoma Farm Bureau members,
Roger Maschino of Guymon and Adam
Bohl of Chattanooga, have been appointed
to serve on the American Farm Bureau
Federation Issues Advisory Council in
Washington, D.C.
Nominated by the Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and appointed by AFBF President
Zippy Duvall, both members will travel to
D.C. in February to meet with fellow AFBF
members before visiting with lawmakers on
Capitol Hill.
Maschino, selected for a two-year term,
will serve on the council’s market structures
committee which focuses on agricultural
marketing, bargaining, check-off programs,
and commodities and futures markets.
“Being selected for the council is a
humbling honor,” Maschino said. “It’s
exciting to think I may have a small voice
in directing the future of agriculture in the
United States.”
The Texas County farmer and rancher
serves as the market structures chairman
on the OKFB Commodity Committee. He
and his family are active members of the
Texas County Farm Bureau, and received
the OKFB Farm Family of the Year award in

November 2016.
Bohl will begin his third year on the
council’s farm policy committee, which will
concentrate on AFBF priorities for the 2018
farm bill.
“Being asked to represent Oklahoma
Farm Bureau and my fellow agriculture
producers in this state is definitely an
honor,” Bohl said. “It is very important to
have farmers and ranchers who are willing
to take our information and experiences
and make sure our representatives in
Washington understand the importance
of our issues.”
A Comanche County farmer, Bohl also
serves as the farm policy chairman on the
OKFB Commodity Committee. He is an
active member of the Comanche County
Farm Bureau and the Comanche County
Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers
Committee.
“The Issues Advisory Council is an
excellent opportunity for Oklahoma farmers
and ranchers to have their priorities made
known in Washington,” said Todd Honer,
OKFB commodity coordinator. “We know
Roger and Adam will represent us well on
the national level.”

policy director. He will serve as an
additional conduit for policy-related
matters at the county and local level.
Lane Jeffrey and Chris Kidd will serve
as field service and policy liaisons. They
will continue to coordinate efforts with
county leaders and the home office to
better communicate and ensure a positive
working relationship at all levels and
aspects of Farm Bureau, while assisting
with OKFB policy implementation and
development at the county level.
This organization was created by seven
individuals with vision. Vision takes
courage to step into unknown territory
and take challenges head-on, standing
alone when necessary. I recently heard
a quote that resonated with me on this
topic: “Courage is fear that has said
its prayers and decided to go forward
anyway. We will all face fear. It stares
each of us in the face and tells us we
are not good enough. Yet, when we
have prayed and prepared, you can look
back and tell that fear your courage will
overcome it.”
Oklahoma Farm Bureau has done just
that. Our leadership in 1942, as well as
present leadership, stared fear in the face,
showed great courage and overcame
to make us the strong organization we
are today. It is an exciting time at OKFB
as we celebrate our 75th anniversary
and a new era for our organization. We
continue to prepare for victories as well
as challenges, knowing we will have the
courage to overcome what lies ahead. We
invite you to join us as we continue to
protect and promote Oklahoman’s most
valuable resource: agriculture!

Oklahoma Farm Bureau Online
Winter 2017 Issue of Oklahoma Country
now available online
The latest issue of Oklahoma Country arrived in mailboxes last week
and is now available online for electronic viewing. You’ll have a chance
to read a feature story about this year’s Farm Family of the Year, the
first installment in a series looking back through OKFB history, a
convention review and much more. Find the link on the OKFB website.
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State of the State address highlights
Gov. Mary Fallin began the first regular session of the 56th
Oklahoma Legislature with her annual State of the State address Feb. 6.
Read OKAgPolicy’s key highlights of Fallin’s 30-minute presentation of
her goals and priorities for the state budget. Find the link to the article
on the OKFB Facebook page.
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Meet the newest Oklahoma Farm Bureau board member
im Meek of Okmulgee County was
elected to serve his first term on the
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Board representing
District 9 during the 2016 OKFB Annual
Meeting Nov. 11-13 in Oklahoma City.
Meek has been a Farm Bureau member
since 1976 and has served on the
Okmulgee County Board for about 10 years.
“I gave it a lot of thought and thought it
would be a good way to give back to the
community, give back to the young people
and get involved again,” Meek said of his
decision to join the county board.
Meek currently serves as the vice
president of the Okmulgee County Board.
After encouragement from several OKFB
members, Meek decided to run for a position on the State Board.
“After a lot of thought, particularly after
SQ 777, I realized a lot of our smaller
communities don’t understand agriculture
as much they need to,” Meek said, speaking
of his decision to run for the state board. “I
thought possibly by serving on the board,
that would give me a venue that I could
talk and visit with people to get them to

understand the importance of agriculture,
both as an industry and a way of life. I hope
that, through my place on the board, I can
help the members and the company all be
efficient at promoting agriculture.”
Meek and his wife, Glenda, have raised
cattle for about 35 years. They have around
90 head of commercial cattle year-round on
their ranch in Okmulgee, Okla., selling their
calves to stocker operations.
When Meek graduated Oklahoma State
University with an agricultural education
degree, he began his career in education
in Keota, Okla., in Haskell County, where
he taught for three years. He then started
teaching at Stigler, Okla., where he led a
successful agriculture program with an
emphasis on leadership. Students were
involved in livestock showing, several
different contests and classroom activities.
After nine years in Stigler, Meek was
selected as the southeast district supervisor
of agricultural education where he worked
for the next 25 years. At one point, Meek
was the supervisor for 96 schools with 96
FFA programs in the southeast quarter of

the state. He was
heavily involved in
developing leadership activities for
young people for
both the district and
the state level.
After leaving
his job as district
supervisor, Meek
began working for
Jim Meek, District 9
CareerTech Skills
Board Member
Centers, which
provides vocational and life skills training to
inmates and juvenile offenders.
“I was still involved in agriculture
because we had floriculture programs and
meat-processing programs,” Meek said.
“I didn’t set those up, but I helped set up
the training programs that were associated
with those.”
Meek retired from education after 38
years to focus on his cattle operation.
“It was a real important part of my
life,” Meek said about his dedication to
agricultural eduction.

Oklahoma Farm Bureau hosts Legislative Welcome Back reception
Far left: Sen. Roland Pederson
(right), OKFB member and
former board member, visits with
OKFB state director James Fuser
during the OKFB 2017 Legislative
Welcome Back reception Feb. 7
at the OKFB home office.
Left: OKFB President Tom
Buchanan (right) visits with
freshman Sen. Adam Pugh at
the reception.

Member Benefits

Calendar

EZ-Ranch

Farm Bureau Week
February 20-24 • State of Oklahoma
Contact: Marcia Irvin (405) 523-2405

Want a better way to keep track of your cattle during this calving season
and beyond? EZ-Ranch could be your answer! This cattle management
software helps ranchers keep track of their expenses, income and
livestock easily and efficiently. With your OKFB membership, you can
receive a 15 percent discount. Learn more about EZ-Ranch by calling
1-888-EZRANCH.

www.okfarmbureau.org/benefits

State Legislative Leadership Conference
March 6-7 • Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Contact: Tasha Duncan (405) 530-2681
Congressional Action Tour
March 28-April 2 • Washington, D.C.
Contact: Tasha Duncan (405) 530-2681
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County Farm Bureau to host events during
Farm Bureau Week, Feb. 20-24
arm Bureau Week kicks off Monday,
Feb. 20 and will last until Friday,
Feb. 24. This week allows Farm Bureau
members to host different activities and
events to help promote Farm Bureau within
their communities.
It is also a great opportunity for county
Farm Bureaus to gain members and become
active in the community. Many county
offices will host an open house to allow
those interested in Farm Bureau to stop by
and learn more about the organization.
Listed below are a few of the events held
during Farm Bureau Week across the state.
If you would like to submit your county's
activities, please contact Clarissa Walton
at clarissa.walton@okfb.org. For the latest
schedule and upcoming event information,
visit the OKFB website.
Comanche County
The Comanche County Women’s
Leadership Committee hosted an open
house with refreshments Feb. 16 to kick
off Farm Bureau Week a few days early.
Thank you to everyone who stopped by!
Cotton County
Cotton County Farm Bureau invites
everyone to their office, 125 North
Broadway, in Walters on Friday, Feb. 24.
Stop by from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for free
pulled pork sandwiches and door prizes.
For questions and more information, call
(580) 875-3290.
Grant County
Grant County Farm Bureau will be serving
hors d’oevres at their open house Feb.
22 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Their office is

located at 110 N. First in Medford. For more
information, call (580) 789-4606.
Kay County
Kay County Farm Bureau will have
an all-day open house and prize raffle
Wednesday, Feb. 22. Visit either location
at 206 East Blackwell Ave. in Blackwell or
1312 Princeton Ave. in Ponca City. For more
information, call (580) 363-3490.
Noble County
Noble County Farm Bureau has a full
schedule for FB Week. First, they will be
serving hamburgers Tuesday, Feb. 21 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at their office located at
521 N. Fifth in Perry. On Wednesday, they
will present a bushel basket of books to a
teacher at Frontier Public Schools. Next,
the Noble County Women’s Leadership
Committee will be making baskets and
bread and delivering them to the courthouse
workers on Thursday. In addition, they will
be sponsoring several events, including a
meal, at their local livestock premium sale
Thursday evening. For more information
call (580) 336-2267.
Payne County
Payne County Farm Bureau is hosting a
photo contest and daily drawings with
prizes from local producers to celebrate
Farm Bureau Week. The winner of the
photo contest, chosen by Facebook likes,
will receive a Made in Oklahoma gift
basket. If members refer a new member,
they receive a free Farm Bureau hat. Visit
the Payne County Farm Bureau Facebook
page for more information or call their office
at (405) 372-2450.
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OKFB praises Senate
EPW vote in favor of
Pruitt for EPA chief
klahoma Farm Bureau President
Tom Buchanan released the
following statement following the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee
vote to advance Oklahoma Attorney
General Scott Pruitt’s nomination to lead
the Environmental Protection Agency.
“For years, farmers and ranchers have
faced costly and overreaching regulations
from the Environmental Protection
Agency.
“As farmers and ranchers, we believe in
protecting the environment; in fact, we are
among the best stewards of the land, air,
water and environment. But many times
the EPA has unnecessarily regulated
family farmers and ranchers, hindering
our efforts to maintain production of
the world’s most abundant and highest
quality food supply.
“The EPA is in need of an administrator
who will protect the environment without
inhibiting economic growth. We believe
Attorney General Pruitt is the right person
for the job. He believes in sound science,
is committed to a transparent rule-making
process, and understands how regulations affect the lives of Americans.
“We are pleased with the efforts of
the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee, Chairman John
Barrasso and Sen. Jim Inhofe in
advancing Attorney General Pruitt’s
nomination, and look forward to his
confirmation on the Senate floor.”

