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PRESIDENTIALLY SPEAKING
A vision for the future
By Tom Buchanan
President, Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies

ended as Oklahoma’s wettest year on record. After
four years of record-breaking drought, the state
was replenished with heavy rainfall. In May, we were fortunate
enough to see one of the wettest months on record, followed by
a wetter-than-normal summer, fall and winter. For those of us
that rely on the water that falls from the sky, the abundance of
water was great news.
While it is easy to forget about the struggles that come along
with drought when it rains, we as Oklahoma Farm Bureau
members can’t forget. As an organization, we strive to be the
ones looking
ahead to the
future, preparing
for what we as
agriculturalists
may face.
Water must
be our priority
at OKFB; our
livelihoods
absolutely
depend on it. We can no longer sit back and wait for it to fall
from the sky. Rather, we should be taking action into our own
hands to see that it is properly managed within our state.
At the OKFB 74th Annual Meeting in November, our voting
delegates had a vision for the future when they approved
changes to our organization’s water policy. The updated policies
allow us to continue to be the state’s leader in agricultural
policy.
We at Oklahoma Farm Bureau always are working for you, the
member. As a grassroots organization, your thoughts, ideas and

opinions are being put to work every day at the state Capitol
through the policies you approved. Hand-in-hand, we are
creating a better future for agriculture, as well as Farm Bureau.
Speaking of the future, our most important step in protecting
agriculture in the future is State Question 777, or the Right to
Farm. This is our year! Oklahomans will head to the ballots in
November to elect a new president, but we must ensure they’re
educated as they vote on the state question. I cannot stress
enough the importance of the right to farm; we must make sure
our kids, grandkids and great-grandkids can enjoy our same
rights and way of
life.
As always is the
case heading into
the legislative
session, it’s
important for you,
as a member, to
pay attention and
— Tom Buchanan
stay involved.
Your legislator
cares where you stand on an issue. We can’t afford to stand
back and watch while the other side constantly attacks not only
our industry, but also our livelihood. We’ll work our hardest to
make sure you’re protected and informed.
Finally, I appreciate your vote of confidence in electing me to
my second term as OKFB president. It has been my honor and
privilege to serve you over the past two years and I’m excited to
see where we’ll go in the next.

As a grassroots organization, your
thoughts, ideas and opinions are being
put to work every day at the state Capitol
through the policies you approved.
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You can’t predict your future.
But we can help you protect it.

Contact your agent to see how we can help safeguard
your family’s future with life insurance and prepare you
for a retirement that’s ﬁnancially secure.

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA. Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Oklahoma City, OK. LI156-OK (1-16)
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EXECUTIVE OUTLOOK
Strengthening the voice of agriculture
By Monica Wilke
Executive Director, Oklahoma Farm Bureau and Affiliated Companies

s a new year marches on, 2016 promises to be full of
positive changes and exciting opportunities for Oklahoma
Farm Bureau.
We, at Oklahoma Farm Bureau, are known across the state as
the voice of agriculture.
Our goal this year is to strengthen that voice to all of
Oklahoma, from the dirt
roads of the panhandle to
the streets of Oklahoma
City and the steps of the
state Capitol.
We want to create one
united voice for Farm
Bureau and agriculture in
Oklahoma. To do so, we are
working to further merge
the insurance with the federation.
Our first step was to name Becky Samples our vice president
of strategic corporate communications. She is working to
improve communications with all of Farm Bureau. From the
executive office to the individual member, she will help ensure
every person affiliated with OKFB is armed with the latest Farm
Bureau information.
To boost our legislative voice, the public policy division
created a new communications role to further educate and
inform OKFB members, legislators and the general public of
the importance of agriculture to Oklahoma. Our state leaders
must realize the impact their laws and regulations have on the
agriculture industry. Be on the lookout for a new outlet to stay
informed and involved in the legislative session.
We’re also proud of the number of Farm Bureau members
and leaders seeking public office this year. This is just another
example of OKFB using its voice to preserve and protect our
agricultural heritage. If elected, we know each of the members
running will serve as advocates for agriculture within the walls
of the state Capitol.

The Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation also is
contributing to that voice for agriculture by educating students
around the state through the Grown for You commodity trailer
and the Bushels for Books program, which donates accurate
agriculture books to Oklahoma schools. The citizens of our
state—from kindergarteners to senior adults—must learn and
understand our industry,
and the Foundation is
working to do just that.
Find more about the
Foundation on page 20.
Our most important
focus for the future of our
state is State Question 777,
— Monica Wilke or the Right to Farm. In
November, Oklahomans
will determine whether to protect the state’s second largest
economic impact: agriculture. This constitutional amendment
will ensure every Oklahoman continues to have access to a
safe and affordable food supply. By preserving the freedom of
farmers and ranchers to produce the food consumers demand,
the right to farm also will protect the consumer’s right to
choose. It is absolutely critical that we pass this state question.
To learn more, turn to page 12 or contact our public policy
department.
All of these changes will equip Oklahoma Farm Bureau in
remaining the state’s leader in agriculture. I’m proud of the
direction we are headed and look forward to continually serving
you, our member.
Best wishes for a safe and happy 2016!

We are creating a stronger
voice to speak for agriculture
throughout Oklahoma.
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Farming is a business of uncertainty,
but here’s something you can count on.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or lease
of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year. From
the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting 2 full-size pickup in America, rest
assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.
 2IIHUDYDLODEOHWKURXJK$YDLODEOHRQTXDOLILHG DQG &KHYUROHWYHKLFOHV7KLVRIIHULVQRWDYDLODEOHZLWKVRPHRWKHURIIHUV
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&XVWRPHUVFDQREWDLQFHUWLILFDWHVDWZZZIEYHULI\FRPJP)DUP%XUHDXDQGWKH)%ORJRDUHUHJLVWHUHGVHUYLFHPDUNVRII WKH $PHULFDQ
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G
RQJHYLW\ ±$SULOO 

ALTUS
WILMES CHEVROLET BUICK
GMC
580-482-4866
www.wilmeschevrolet.net
ARDMORE
BRAD FENTON SUPER
STORE
580-223-4300
www.thinkbradfentongm.com
BARTLESVILLE
PATRIOT GMC-HYUNDAI
918-333-8010
www.gopatriotauto.com

BARTLESVILLE
OAKLEY CHEVROLET BUICK
877-636-3001
oakleychevroletbuick.com
CHANDLER
RANDY BOWEN CHEVROLET
GMC, INC.
405-258-0055
www.randybowenchevrolet.com
DURANT
STUTEVILLE CHEVROLET
580-920-1800
www.stutevillechevrolet.com

ENID
NORTHCUTT CHEVROLET
BUICK
580-234-5171
northcuttchevybuicktoyota.com
HINTON
WHEELER CHEVROLET
405-542-3008
www.wheelerchevy.com
KINGFISHER
DOBRINSKI CHEVROLET,
BUICK GMC
405-375-3155

OKMULGEE
JAMES HODGE CHEVROLET
918-756-1582
www.hodgechevy.com

PONCA CITY
PEMBERTON, INC.
580-765-5595
www.pembertonchevrolet.com

PAULS VALLEY
SETH WADLEY BUICK GMC
CADILLAC
405-238-9681
www.sethwadleygmccadillacbuick.com

PRYOR
ROBERTS AUTO CENTER
918-825-5410
www.pryorautodealer.com

PERRY
VANCE CHEVROLET GMC
BUICK
580-336-2273
www.vancechevy.com/

PURCELL
WADE HIGGINS CHEVROLET
BUICK GMC
405-527-6565
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COMMODITY CORNER
CATTLE

Did you know cattle is Oklahoma's No. 1 commodity, based on total
cash receipts? Each county has at least 10,000 head.

IN 2015, OKLAHOMA
HAD A TOTAL OF

4.6

MILLION

OKLAHOMA RANKS

NO. 2

UP

107%

HEAD OF CATTLE
AND CALVES.

FROM
2014

IN U.S. FOR TOTAL
HEAD OF BEEF CATTLE
WITH

6.5%

OF TOTAL U.S. BEEF CATTLE

OKLAHOMA CATTLE SALES IN 2014 TOTALED

TOTAL HEAD OF CATTLE
(2012 CENSUS)
40,000 – 59,999
60,000 – 100,000
more than 100,000

10 — Oklahoma Country

Source: NCBA, USDA NASS

10,000 – 39,999

Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Do You Have Large Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

This depicits 3 phase power, no�ce the 3 conductors on the top of the power pole.

Large Power Lines on Your Property?? Lease Us Your Land!
We Will Pay $500-$1,200/Acre/Year – 20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Cleared Tracts of Land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines for Our Solar Farms

Large Land Tracts Needed – Land Cannot be in Flood Zone – Must Not Be Wetlands – Must be Cleared – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Year Leases – $500-$1,200/Acre/Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400
Visit our website at www.Innova�veSolarFarms.com
Email Us – Innova�veSolarFarms@gmail.com
Land Owner Must NOT Have Severed Mineral Rights
NOTE: We Cannot Lease Your Property if you do Not Own the Mineral Rights
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LINCOLN TO LOCAL

Preparing agriculture for
the future in 2016
t's that time again when the new year gets older and we at
Farm Bureau look forward to another year at both Capitols.
This year, however, is a special year for Oklahoma Farm Bureau.
2016 marks the 75th anniversary that we have been lobbying
legislators at both the Oklahoma Capitol and in Washington,
D.C. In these 75 years, many lobbyists have gone before us and
have paved the way to the success we enjoy today. Your OKFB
has led the way for 75 years, and will continue to lead the way in
agricultural policy in the future.

Water

Water will always be our No. 1 priority. We were blessed in
2015 with an abundant amount of rainfall, and for that we
are thankful. However, we know drought is cyclical. The best
time to work on water issues is when the state is not facing
massive water shortfalls. You, as the members and voice of this
organization, came together in Oklahoma City this year and
spoke in overwhelming support for maximizing Oklahoma’s
water to its fullest potential. We now are calling on the leaders
of the state to make sure your vision of moving water and
maximizing its use is heard. This is an issue that will take years,
but there is no time like the present to solve a problem for
future generations.
As we go into our 75th anniversary at OKFB, our state faces
many issues. The lack of revenue at 23rd and Lincoln will be
the issue that draws all the attention, but I want to encourage
members to look to the future and ask that we build out our
water infrastructure to benefit all of Oklahoma.
12 — Oklahoma Country

Feral Hogs

Feral, or wild, hogs are always a concern and this year is no
different. We are working with the Oklahoma Department
of Agriculture, Food and Forestry to stop the movement, and
out right proliferation, of wild hogs in Oklahoma. Again, you
were loud and clear when you stood up and said, “We want to
eliminate this problem in Oklahoma.”
I encourage you to call Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture
Jim Reese and ask ODAFF to put rules in place that will stop
the transportation of wild pigs and will force the disposal of
all trapped pigs. These animals are an invasive species, not a
sporting species, and must be treated as such. With your help,
we can either slow this problem or stop it.
We must eliminate wild pigs; doing so will add thousands of
dollars to agriculture’s bottom line. These are million-dollar
investments that will pay billions into the future.

Right to Farm

Of course, our most important issue this year is State Question
777, or the Right to Farm constitutional amendment. In
November, Oklahomans have the power to safeguard our
industry and our livelihood at the ballot box. Your future as
a producer in Oklahoma relies on the outcome of this state
question.
At OKFB, we have persistently worked to raise awareness
and fund the campaign, but we cannot do it without you. As an
OKFB member, you are the campaign's greatest asset. You are
active in your churches, schools and community organizations.

with John Collison,
OKFB Vice President of Public Policy

To get involved, contact:

I challenge you to strike up a conversation with your friends
and neighbors about the upcoming state question. Tell them of
its importance to you, to their food supply, and to the state of
Oklahoma. If you would like to learn more about SQ 777 or the
campaign, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Stay Involved

I encourage all of you to stay vigilant and active to solve the
problems we face. Without your steady input and involvement,
we accomplish little at the state Capitol.
To aid in keeping you informed and involved in legislative and
regulatory issues, we’ve launched a new outlet called Oklahoma
Ag Policy. Found at www.OkAgPolicy.org, the website provides
a constant flow of news and information regarding legislation
and regulations affecting Oklahoma farmers and ranchers.
Also, you’ll discover resources and background information all
designed to keep you educated and informed on the latest at the
state Capitol.
To bring breaking news or action alerts instantaneously, we've
also created a new text alert system. Simply text “OKFB” to
95577 to receive the updates. The service is free-of-charge, but
standard data and messaging rates apply.
In addition to staying informed, we encourage you to be in
contact with your legislators. Call them on the phone, send
them an email, or even make a trip to the state Capitol.
We look forward to seeing each one of you through out the
year and if you’re ever at the Capitol, please make sure to say
hello. Thank you for your support and active service.

Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Public Policy Department
405.530.2681
Sign up to receive text alerts with
updates on policy and legislation.
Text 'OKFB' to 95577.
Oklahoma Farm Bureau

@okfarmbureau

@okfarmbureau
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The Muller Family's passion for raising food
and fiber – and for sharing their farm story
– put them in the middle of the spotlight as

Oklahoma Farm Bureau's

Farm Family
of the Year.
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n the middle of a field,
surrounded by a network of dirt
roads and irrigation ditches, lies
the life’s work of Matt and Kellie Muller.
Their Jackson County farm is as idyllic as
anything from a farm equipment catalog
or a storybook: a one-story farmhouse,
rows of grain bins, a shop and several
other buildings comprise the family’s
home place.
It would be easy to assume that Matt,
Kellie and their four children – Taylor,
Levi, Luke and Lincoln – are isolated out
on the flat expanse of irrigated wheat and
cotton fields where billowing clouds of
dust trailing behind vehicles can be seen
for miles.
Just as the dirt roads and ditches
connect their farm to their expanse of
fields in southwest Oklahoma, the Muller
family’s dedication to the land and
perseverance in the face of challenges and
opportunities connects them to a world
that uses their agricultural products daily.
This dedication, along with an
understanding of how their work on the
farm touches people’s lives across the
world, helped them earn one of
Oklahoma Farm Bureau’s marquee
awards as they were named the
organization’s 2015 Farm Family of the
Year. From the stage at state convention
to their day-to-day chores on the farm,
equal amounts of effort, faith and
humility are in the middle of everything
the Muller family does.
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att Muller is always in the
middle of analyzing which crops
will match the growing
conditions that the family faces.
Uncertainty is part of the farm family
lifestyle, and Matt and Kellie manage the
unknown with steadfast planning.
“I like the challenge of it,” Matt said of
branching out and trying new crops. “I
like the soil health benefits of rotating
different crops and trying new crops. And
sometimes you just have to look at the
economics of it.”
The Mullers’ farm management choices
go far beyond the old standby of “doing
what you’ve always done.” In a state
known for its winter wheat production
prowess – and in a county known for its
irrigated cotton fields – Matt has risen
to the challenge of finding new
agronomic opportunities by expanding
the farm’s repertoire of crops and
always advancing production methods to
increase efficiency.
“We tried new things,” Matt said. “The
mung beans really helped diversify things.
They have been a very quick crop that
can tolerate some dry spells and do well.”
The specialty mung beans the Mullers
grow will be consumed in the United
States as well as abroad. Matt said the
Korean market for the beans is opening
up as U.S. producers take on market share
formerly held by Australia.
The Mullers’ cotton crop also makes an
international trip to reach consumers.
The fiber crop that starts out in long,
straight rows in southwest Oklahoma is
harvested and ginned in the Altus area,
then makes a journey to Asian countries
where it is spun into yarn for textile
manufacturers. Even if the tag on your
favorite pair of jeans reads “Made in
Bangladesh,” the cotton from which they

watches a compacted cotton module emerge from a
LEVI module builder during cotton harvest.
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were spun may have very well been
grown in an Oklahoma field.
Besides the southwest Oklahoma
staples of wheat and cotton, and beyond
the specialty mung beans, the Mullers
grow grain sorghum, canola and more as
growing conditions and market prices
provide opportunities.
While growing crops in the arid
southwest part of our state, the family has
learned how to endure both drought and
flood – sometimes, even within the same
year. During a string of years beginning
around 2011, the Muller family, like many
Oklahoma farm families, faced a drought
few would have imagined.

I

n the middle of one of the driest
periods on record for Oklahoma,
the Muller family did more than
simply dig their heels in wait for the next
big rain. The family took a proactive
approach, based on previous decades
worth of work to improve the land, that
helped them produce crops, however
meager, during extremely dry years.
Perhaps the most important resource
they were able to rely upon during the
drought came from above, even when
rain did not.
“If you would have told me in 2010
what was coming, I think I would have
sold out and left because I wouldn’t have
thought it would be possible to go
through four years with miserable yields,”
Matt said. “It works on you mentally
when you’re focused on trying to grow
good crops and produce and you fail time
after time. So our faith really got us
through it.
“Even when a lot of guys weren’t
harvesting anything, we just keep trying
things.”

Innovations implemented on the farm
years before the drought hit helped the
family grow harvestable crops when
others in the area were not so fortunate.
“We drilled some irrigation wells 10 to
20 years ago to supplement what we did,”
Matt said. “That became our sole source
of water and we always had a few acres
make a crop.”
Along with the wells, Matt installed
subsurface drip irrigation systems in
several fields, which delivers water
directly to crops’ root systems with
minimal waste.
“We continued – even during the
drought – to expand the money we were
sinking into sub-surface drip irrigation to
get our irrigation systems as efficient as
possible,” Matt said.
The Mullers also installed a runoff
rainwater collection system that captures
rainwater as it drains off the roofs of their
farm’s buildings. An innovation that
might seem to some like a suburban fad
has provided another source of valuable
water for the farm.
“That water is so much higher quality,”
Matt said of the runoff rainwater. “The
ground water a lot of time is hard water –
it has minerals in it – and the pH can be
high. That will interact with a lot of crop
protection products we use. By using pure
rainwater, I don’t have to use an agent in
the water to soften it.
“During the drought, we realized how
precious every drop and every gallon of
water is. When you have none, you really
appreciate that.”
The Mullers also plant cover crops that
help prevent soil erosion during winter
and spring months when fields would
traditionally lie bare before spring
planting. Matt said the cover crops also
help retain moisture in the soil by shading
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LINties down a tarp on a cotton
module to protect it from
weather. Each of the Muller kids
are involved in the farm work,
learning from a young age how to
put forward the effort production
agriculture requires.
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A COTglides through a cotton field on
the Muller's family farm. The
2015 cotton crop had high
yields thanks to spring and
summer rains, although cotton
prices were disappointing.

the ground and by keeping water and
nutrients in place during heavy rains like
those in 2015.
Matt said Ken Burns’ The Dust Bowl
documentary, which was released in the
middle of southwest Oklahoma’s drought,
resonated with him as an agronomist.
“We started using cover crops,” Matt
said. “Even though the drought, at times,
was as dry or drier and as hot or hotter,
was as windy or windier than the 30s,
we didn’t have dust storms. We held
our soil in place because of no-till
and cover crops.”
All the efforts the Mullers take to
conserve their resources and protect the
environment demonstrate an ethos of
doing the right thing that influences
every aspect of the family’s approach to
farming and life.
“Our house, which is our farm
headquarters, sits in the middle – literally
– of wheat and cotton fields on all four
sides of us,” Matt said. “Whatever
activities we do are going to affect me and
my family first, and I care very much
about the health of my family.
“There are things we need to do to
protect the environment and help
conserve things that you just do because
it’s the right thing.”
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work together on the farm during
all seasons, but especially during
harvest where hours make the
difference between harvesting a
good crop and losing profits due
to weather.
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OR
L
Y
A
T use a cotton module builder to

compact newly harvested
cotton bolls into a compacted
module for easy transportation
from the field.

LUKfeedsE show goats on the family's
farm. The Muller kids are heavily
involved in a myriad of
extracurricular activities and
events, including athletics, 4-H,
FFA and livestock showing.
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f you’re looking for a rural
school, Navajo school fits the bill
perfectly. Located northeast of
Altus, the four Muller children have all
attended Navajo.
“Their school sits in the middle of a
pasture,” Matt said of the school building.
While it may be a small school to some
as a Class 1-A high school, the two oldest
Muller children, Taylor and Levi, were
selected as Oklahoma academic all-state
during their senior years in high school.
Only 100 students are selected each year
in the state of Oklahoma, from all high
schools, to receive the honor.
“We took full advantage of what was
offered to us,” Taylor Muller said.
“We knew the same people through
our entire education and we grew closer
to them.”
The Muller family’s dedication to
education is apparent in the way their
children study and achieve in the
classroom and beyond. The kids have
been active in 4-H, FFA, showing
livestock, athletics, concurrent college
classes and more as they make the most
of every opportunity offered.
Beyond the classroom, the entire family
works to tell the story of agriculture to
residents of Jackson County and beyond.
Matt and Kellie invite school, church and
community groups to their farm to see
first-hand what farmers do each and
every day. For what some may consider a
rural community, the Mullers have
observed some eye-opening experiences.
“We have actually gone to schools and
invited kids to come out just so we can
educate them on what we do and why we
do it,” Kellie said. “They can get hands-on
and see where some of their food and
fiber comes from.
“We had a group from Navajo, pre-K
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and Kindergarten. They got to go to the
field and hand-pick cotton. They got to
shell corn. We talk about the different
crops that we raise and then show them
food products that they use in their own
homes so they understand where these
products come from.”
The family’s involvement in their
community and across the state places
them firmly in the middle of making a
difference both locally and beyond. Matt
is a member of the Navajo school board,
and the couple serves on numerous
booster clubs. The couple is also active in
their local church, helping with a myriad
of programs and events.
Matt has served on the Jackson County
Farm Bureau board, Oklahoma Farm
Bureau’s state water committee, as a
delegate to the American Farm Bureau
convention and more. The Muller family
is a fixture at Farm Bureau meetings
across the state. They were given one of
American Farm Bureau’s highest honors
when they were named AFBF’s 2006
Young Farmers & Ranchers Achievement
Award winners.
However, it’s not the awards or the
involvement that Matt and Kellie hang
their hats upon – it is the drive and
determination they have passed along to
their children that the couple knows will
help them everywhere they go.
“Farm work gives our kids a good work
ethic,” Kellie said. “When they become
adults they should be productive citizens
and be able to hold down a job and work
hard. Hopefully it will help them in the
future when they try to get a job. We
hope to instill that in them: there’s
nothing wrong with hard work.”
“All of our kids have excelled
academically in a lot of fields, but I think
science is more real to them because of

what they get to observe and watch it on
the farm,” Matt said.
Even though the Muller kids have a
variety of interests and goals that will
likely take them far beyond the farm gate,
Matt and Kellie know wherever they go,
the lessons learned at the end of the dusty
dirt road will put them in the middle of
great things for years to come.

A

s the setting sun cast golden
light across the landscape and
shadows of the Mullers’ farm
buildings grew long on the landscape one
late autumn day, it was a picturesque
ending to what was already a full day of
work picking cotton, harvesting milo and
taking care of the kids’ show animals.
However, the Muller house was abuzz
with activity as family members threw on
jackets and boots as they prepared to
return to picking cotton in dropping
temperatures. With Oklahoma’s ever
changing weather, it was time to return to
work, even after taking several hours out
of their day to visit with me and take
their farm family photos.
When most families would be settling
down for the evening after dinner, on this
particular Saturday night, everyone was
gearing up to harvest a cotton crop that
was the manifestation of their prayers for
rain in previous years.
It was time for the Muller family to
return to what they love doing. It was
time to get back in the middle of a field,
working hard, providing food and fiber
people across the world and caring for the
land – together.
As OKFB's Farm Family of the Year, the Muller
family won a trip to the AFBF convention in
Orlando in January and one year's use of a
GMC Sierra 1500 pickup.

P&K:
YOUR
LOCAL
HAY
EXPERTS
DELIVERING SOLUTIONS FOR EVERY FACET OF YOUR OPERATION.
INTRODUCING

THE ALL NEW JOHN DEERE

459E

ROUND
BALER

PERFECT FOR THE SMALL-SCALE
LIVESTOCK PRODUCER...
GET PRODUCTIVITY IN A 4X5 BALER
AT A MORE AFFORDABLE PRICE
THAN EVER BEFORE.

ASK US ABOUT OUR

LIVESTOCK LOYALTY
BONUS SAVINGS!
PURCHASE AN ELIGIBLE

JOHN DEERE

5085E

UTILITY
TRACTOR

4,000

$

HAY TOOL & TRACTOR
AND GET AN ADDITIONAL

$1,000
IN SAVINGS!!

**See P&K for details

WITH JOHN DEERE TRACTOR & BALER SOLUTIONS FROM P&K- BE PREPARED TO

BALE FASTER. BALE BETTER.
BALE SMARTER.
[NO MATTER THE SIZE OF YOUR OPERATION]

pkequipment.com/pkdeals
IN OKLAHOMA, JOHN DEERE STARTS WITH P&K.

VISIT ONE OF OUR TEN OKLAHOMA LOCATIONS:

KINGFISHER • ENID • BLACKWELL • NORMAN • PURCELL
EDMOND • STILLWATER • BARTLESVILLE • OWASSO • BLACKWELL
*Offer ends 2/1/16. $4,000 cash discount is not stackable with finance options. Livestock Loyalty Bonus valid through 10/28/16. Only eligible on certain machines [5E (4-cylinder), 5M, 6D, 6E, 6M, 6R (105-155hp); Round Balers, Small Square Balers, Mower Conditioners].
One or both machines must have been purchased on or after November 1, 2013 in order to be eligible. $1,000 discount given on purchase of a new eligible machine. Offer stackable with current incentives. Some restrictions apply. See P&K for details.
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FORWARD FOUNDATION
Bushels for Books: An investment in our future
By Amanda Rosholt
Director of Fundraising and Public Relations for the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation
of or experience with agriculture.
nvesting in the next generation now can reap long-term
“Our school library currently does not have many agriculture
benefits. It is imperative for farmers and ranchers to make an
investment in raising the next generation of informed producers related books, so this program will have a large impact on our
students,” Schmidt said. “The books will help teach our students
and consumers. The Oklahoma Farming and Ranching
Foundation, in partnership with Oklahoma Farm Bureau’s Young where their food comes from and how it reaches their tables.”
Even in a rural setting, many students do not have a firm
Farmers and Ranchers, is putting that mission to action with
grasp of how agriculture works. Blaise
the Bushels for Books Program.
Glory, from Hulbert Public Schools,
During the OKFB annual meeting
said the books will benefit students
in November, five Oklahoma schools
and teachers alike.
were awarded bushel baskets of
“These resources will present true
accurate agriculture books for their
knowledge about agriculture and will
classrooms and school libraries.
enhance concepts in our curriculum
Neddy Sandels from Goodwell
with applications in STEM activities,
Elementary in the Oklahoma
writing projects and even art,” Glory
panhandle said agriculture is the
said.
area’s income-based lifeline. The
The final recipient, Shawna Wright,
books will be used to enrich science
— Christy Schmidt
from
East Side Elementary in
and integrated curriculum for pre-K
Tulsa Public Schools
Chandler, said the books will help
through fourth-grade students.
teach many units in their classes.
“We represent a rural school in the biggest agricultural area
“The books will be so beneficial in helping students learn
of the state,” Sandels said. “We have a tremendous opportunity
more about where their food comes from and the processes that
to share the books in traditional classrooms and outdoor
take place to provide it,” Wright said.
classrooms as well.”
The Bushels for Books program allows farmers to donate
Cindy Storer, from Buffalo Public Schools, said although
a few bushels from their harvest each year, or make cash
the panhandle's economy is still tied to agriculture, it has few
contributions, to purchase bushel baskets full of accurate
students being raised on family farms.
agriculture books to be placed in Oklahoma schools. Teachers
“The agricultural books will help the teachers and faculty of
and librarians are given the opportunity to apply for books
our school continue re-enforcing the traditions of both the past
in October. This year’s recipients also received a specialty
and the future,” Storer said.
Christy Schmidt, from Springdale Elementary School in Tulsa, “Cropopoly” game courtesy of Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom
and the OKFB Women’s Leadership Team.
will use the books to teach students who have little knowledge

The books will
teach our students
where their food
comes from and how
it reaches their tables.

Donors, thank you for a great year!
• Provided nutritious, high-protein beef and pork sticks for
chronically hungry children in 596 schools, across all 77
counties through the Beef for Backpacks and Pork for Packs
Programs, valued at more than $500,000.
• Awarded five Oklahoma schools with bushel baskets of
accurate agriculture books through the Bushels for Books
Program.
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• Educated over 17,000 students of all ages on the importance of
production agriculture and its impact on every day life with the
Grown for You Commodity Trailer.
• Introduced consumers across the state to Oklahoma farming
and ranching families through the Producer Perspective series.
• Sponsored an Oklahoma Honor Flight for two outstanding
Oklahoma WWII veterans who returned home and devoted
their lives to agriculture.

Ready. Set. Save on
Kubota’s
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CONSIDER THE BENEFITS
New discounts available to OKFB members

Oklahoma Farm Bureau works hard to increase the value of your membership
by continually adding to its extensive list of savings and discounts. Learn more
about these and other member benefits at www.okfarmbureau.org/benefits.

Save up to $2,000 when buying or leasing qualifying
Caterpillar Equipment. The discount can be combined
with any current retail discounts, promotions, rebates
or offers available through Caterpillar or its dealers,
with the exception of other membership purchase
incentives (excluding the NCBA membership
incentive).

Save up to 10 percent on qualifying services
from AT&T wireless. OKFB members can
receive the discount by visiting an AT&T store
or by shopping online at AT&T’s special
website for OKFB members.

R

InterContinental Hotel Group
offers OKFB
members a 10 percent
discount at more than 1,400
participating IHG brand hotels
including Crowne Plaza®,
Holiday Inn®, Holiday Inn
Express®, Candlewood
Suites® and more.

Stay healthy with Life Line’s proactive health screenings. The
special OKFB-member package includes five hospital-grade
tests for diseases that often go undiagnosed. Life Line’s
board-certified physicians carefully review the results and
provide the information needed to work together towards
improving overall health. View upcoming screenings on the
OKFB webpage.

Enjoy special savings on expenses for animals using USAPetMeds, a
comprehensive online mail order featuring pet and livestock specialty foods, animal grooming supplies, animal supplements and an
online pharmacy that focuses solely on prescriptions for animals.
OKFB members save an average of 55 percent on generics and 15
percent on brand-name drugs using the OKFB drug savings card.
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Big Garden? No Problem!
Now you can till while you
ride—with the Amazing
DR® Tow-Behind Tiller!

Shown with optional Hiller and Seeder

PLUS!

DRrototiller.com

90149X © 2016

TOWS BEHIND your riding mower, ATV, or garden tractor.
PUTS NO STRAIN on you because your towing vehicle does all
the work.
TILLS TWICE AS WIDE, deeper, and faster than any walkbehind tiller.

America’s #1 Selling
Brush Mower for Over
25 Years...
Now with

POWER
STEERING!
Turn Your Rough
Driveway into a
Smooth Ride!

2016
MODELS!

NOW
Starting
at just

79999!

$

Now Starting at

Mow ﬁelds, brush, PLUS!
even 3" thick saplings
with never-before ease…

TOWS BEHIND your ATV or Riding
Mower to remove ruts, potholes,
and washboard.

SAVES YOU MONEY by loosening and
redistributing existing driveway material.

PLUS

FREE
SHIPPING!

NEW POWER STEERING provides
effortless turning and superior traction!
ALSO GREAT FOR HORSE RINGS,
BALL FIELDS, AND PARKING AREAS!

DRpowergrader.com

6 MONTH
FREE
EASY
SHIPPING TRIAL FINANCING
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS.

90150X © 2016

GRADING DEPTH ADJUSTS
EASILY from your towing vehicle.
Models with wireless
remote control available.

$1,39999

NEW WIDE CUT MODELS (up to
34" cut) for faster mowing!
4-SEASON FUNCTIONALITY with quickchange PTO Attachments!

ALL NEW
Tow-Behind models!
DRﬁeldbrush.com

90151X © 2016

DR® POWER GRADER

20 HP,
PRO MAX-34

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers.
TOLL
FREE

888-213-0238
February 2016 — 23

JOHN IRICK STANDS IN THE WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
24 — Oklahoma Country

HONORING THE

greatest
		generation
SPONSORED BY THE

OKLAHOMA FARMING AND
RANCHING FOUNDATION,
TWO WORLD WAR II

VETERANS VENTURE ON THE
TRIP-OF-A-LIFETIME TO VISIT
THE MEMORIAL BUILT IN
THEIR HONOR.

BY HANNAH NEMECEK

PHOTOS BY DUSTIN MIELKE

n older gentleman in a
wheelchair sits reverently
underneath the shade of a war
memorial in Washington, D.C. As he
takes in the solemn sights, high school
students on a field trip slowly begin to
notice him.
The man’s years of wisdom and
experience are obvious to the students.
One stops to ask a question, and a group
of students gather around.
Born in the 1920s, the man has lived
to see many changes in the world. He
tells them story after story, and they
listen intently. As the man finishes, the
students begin to applaud.
A World War II veteran, the man is on a
trip to see the memorial dedicated to his
service. He was a participant on the final
Oklahoma Honor Flight, along with 80
other veterans.
The Oklahoma Honor Flights program
provides WWII veterans a trip to
Washington, D.C., to visit the memorials
and monuments created for them.
“The national World War II memorial
was built six decades after that war
ended,” said Rep. Gary Banz, Oklahoma
Honor Flight executive director. “Unless
someone acted on their behalf, most
would never see the memorial.”
The Oklahoma Farming and Ranching
Foundation sponsored John Irick and
Gerald Turner, both WWII veterans,
agriculturalists and Oklahoma Farm
Bureau members, on the Oct. 21
Oklahoma Honor Flight.
Turner and Irick said the trip was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

“Everybody ought to go to Washington,
D.C. once,” Turner said.
The Arlington National Cemetery was
Turner’s most memorable experience.
“I think it means more to a veteran
than just an ordinary person,” he said.
At the cemetery, Turner witnessed the
changing of the guard ritual.
“It just about brings tears to your eyes,”
he said.
Irick said his favorite part of the
trip was visiting with Oklahoma’s
congressional delegation.
“I saw a lot of things,” Irick said. “I
really enjoyed Washington.”
More than only WWII veterans, the
men also are members of America’s socalled “greatest generation.”
They grew up in a world marked by
poverty and suffering. As children, they
witnessed their parents suffer through
the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl.
Hard work, sacrifice and hardship were
the norm.
Irick, born on a farm in the 1920s, said
he remembers seeing his parents live
nearly a year on just a few dollars.
“There wasn’t any money in the
Depression,” Irick said. “There wasn’t any
money anywhere.”
Irick said his father worked in the
oilfield for $1 a day.
“People don’t know what hard times
are,” he said.
To help his family, Irick said he worked
on the farm as early as five years old.
“We didn’t have any choice and we
knew it,” Irick said. “(My father) would
just say, ‘Come on, son.’”
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GUIDED BY HIS DAUGHTER, GERALD TURNER IS APPLAUDED
BY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY.

THERE WASN'T
ANY MONEY IN
THE DEPRESSION.
THERE WASN'T
ANY MONEY
ANYWHERE.
PEOPLE DON'T
KNOW WHAT
HARD TIMES ARE.
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Turner, also born in the early 1920s,
grew up working on a farm in Pawnee,
Oklahoma.
Because the farm did not yet have
electricity, Turner said his family lived in
town and drove to the farm each day.
He said he remembers his parents
hanging a wet sheet in the kitchen
doorway to keep the dust out during the
“dirty thirties.”
“The Dust Bowl was really bad,” Turner
said. “I don’t think you could hardly raise
anything. It was so dry and dusty then.”
When Turner was a senior in high
school, Pearl Harbor was bombed. Two
years later in 1943, he volunteered for the
Army Air Corps.
Turner said he started at “rock bottom.”
“The first day over there, they had me
sandblasting spark plugs,” he said. “That’s
about as low as you can get.”
Turner eventually became an Army Air
Corps sergeant and worked as an aircraft
mechanic, a B-17G crew chief and a
German prisoner-of-war guard.
In 1945, Irick also volunteered to join
the Army.
“I didn’t want to, but I thought it was
necessary,” Irick said.
Being a farm kid granted him an

advantage overseas, he said. He was
accustomed to working in the fields with
little water to get him through the day.
The war forced Irick to work with no
guarantee of drinking water.
“The town guys couldn’t take it,” he
said. “It didn’t bother me one bit.”
When given water, Irick said he would
conserve it throughout the day while
the other men in his group would drink
theirs in the morning.
“I’d carry mine on my hip, and they’d
start begging for it before noon,” he said.
“I’d say ‘No, I might need it this evening.
They could bring some, but they might
not and I’ll need it if they don’t. It stays
right here.’”
Because of his experience on the
farm, Irick said he became a demolition
specialist. He was required to use his own
innovation to create booby traps, destroy
fences, railroads, bridges and more.
“I knew how to use a shovel, pitchfork,
a posthole digger,” Irick said. “The town
boys were no good at that. You can’t
dribble a basketball out in the Army and
do any good.”
Irick said he learned how to create
the things he needed using only the few
supplies he had.

He was taught to run all kinds of
equipment, remove engines from trucks,
and clean water to drink.
“You learned how to do stuff in the
Army just as well as the way you were
raised,” he said.
After returning from the war, Irick
married and raised six children. He
studied to be an electrician at Oklahoma
A&M College School of Technical
Training, now known as Oklahoma State
University Institute of Technology.
Irick worked for an electric utility
company until moving to Prague,
Oklahoma. He then started a job in the
oilfield while running a dairy business.
“I’ve had to work too hard,” Irick said,
laughing. “I worked day and night almost
steady for 28 years.”
As a 90-year-old, Irick remains active

in the oilfield, with his cattle, and
working on old tractors.
When Turner came home from war, he
married his wife Ella Mae and raised five
children.
“Things were pretty tough then,”
Turner said.
To make his land payments, Turner
said he had to work a full time job, plus a
couple of part time jobs.
“We had to work,” Turner said. “Cattle
weren’t very high then. I’d work nights
and then run cattle during the day.”
A producer his entire life, Turner said
he has seen the industry drastically
change over the years.
“It’s just tremendously different,”
Turner said. “I can remember when the
pickup bed could hold 50 bushel.
"You’d haul wheat into the elevator 50

bushels at a time. Now they’ve got semis
hauling 51,000 or 52,000 pounds.”
The World War II veteran still remains
involved on his family farm.
“We’ve always had cattle,” Turner said.
“I’ve had cattle all my life.”
Despite the hard work and difficult
times both Irick and Turner experienced
throughout their lives, neither have
complained or sought honor. They both
simply did what needed to be done.
“We didn’t have a choice,” Irick said.
Although America remembers these
men as the greatest generation, Turner
humbly said, “They do greater and bigger
things today.”
“We were defending our country,”
Turner said.

81 VETERANS AND OKLAHOMA HONOR FLIGHT PARTICIPANTS
POSE FOR A PHOTO AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETARY.

A SOLDIER COMPLETES THE
CHANGING OF THE GUARD RITUAL AT
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETARY.

REP. FRANK LUCAS (MIDDLE) VISITS WITH
JOHN IRICK (LEFT) AND GERALD TURNER (RIGHT).
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CONVENTION REVIEW

Newly reelected OKFB President Tom Buchanan addresses Farm Bureau members and encourages them to stand with State Question
777 during the 74th Annual Meeting Nov. 13-15 in Oklahoma City. Buchanan will serve OKFB for another two-year term.

Buchanan reelected OKFB president, other leaders elected
oting delegates at the 74th
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting reelected Jackson County Farm
Bureau member Tom Buchanan to serve
as president of the organization Nov. 14
in Oklahoma City. Buchanan served as
OKFB president for the past two years and
previously represented District Two on
the OKFB board of directors for six years.
“Agriculture, rural Oklahoma and Farm
Bureau are my passions,” Buchanan said.
“Over the past two years, I’ve remained
committed to Farm Bureau’s mission of
improving the lives of rural Oklahomans,
and I’m thankful for another opportunity
to serve our members.”
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Buchanan raises a commercial beef
herd and winter wheat on his farm near
Altus. He also grows irrigated cotton,
when water is available. Buchanan is the
manager of the Lugert-Altus Irrigation
District, and he serves on the Oklahoma
Water Resources Board.
Delegates also reelected three board
members to serve three-year terms.
Monte Tucker, of Sweetwater, was
reelected to represent District Two;
Gary Crawley, of Savanna, will represent
District Five; and John Grundmann, of
Shawnee, will represent District Eight.
The OKFB Young Farmers and Ranchers
selected Josh and Kim Emerson, of

Checotah, to lead the state YF&R
Committee in 2016.
Four other YF&R couples were selected
to serve on the committee. Brent Howard
and fiancé Jennifer Jensen of Altus will
represent District Two; Steve and Mindy
Clark of Byron, Justin and Chrissy Maxey
of Delaware, and Brent and Jenny Haken
of Stillwater were elected at-large.
The OKFB Women’s Leadership
Committee elected three women to
serve on its state board. Paula Sawatzky
of Clinton will represent District Two;
Brenda Nobles of Heavener will serve
District Five; and Jeanette Gibson of Ada
will represent District Eight.

Mullers named 2015 OKFB Farm Family of the Year
att and Kellie Muller of Altus,
along with their children Taylor,
Levi, Luke and Lincoln, were named the
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Farm Family
of the Year during OKFB’s 74th Annual
Meeting Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.
The Mullers, one of four OKFB district
farm family finalists, were chosen for
their embodiment of the best traditions
of Oklahoma agriculture and rural life.
“It’s very humbling to be representative
of all the many thousand neighbors we
have across the state,” Matt Muller said.
“It’s just very humbling.”
The Muller family grows cotton,
wheat, grain sorghum, canola, soybeans,
mungbeans, alfalfa and Bermuda grass
hay on their southwestern Oklahoma
farm. The Mullers’ diversified farm
has included soybeans and peanuts in
the past, changing to meet growing
conditions and the agricultural economy.
“We want people to know their food
supply is in good hands,” Matt Muller
said. “We do due diligence to make sure
not only are we taking care to produce
a safe product, but we’re also doing it
in a sustainable way to take care of the
environment so that future generations
will be able to do the same thing.”
Matt and Kellie served as the state
Young Farmers and Ranchers chairmen
in 2003-2004, and received the 2006
American Farm Bureau Federation
YF&R Achievement Award, the only
Oklahomans ever to win the award.

The Muller family is presented with OKFB's Farm Family of the Year award at the
organization's annual meeting Nov. 13. Pictured left to right: Tom Buchanan, OKFB
president; Kitty Beavers, OKFB WLC; Luke Muller; Lincoln Muller; Taylor Muller; Levi
Muller; Kellie Muller; Matt Muller; Cameron Colter, Vance Auto Group; and Monica
Wilke, OKFB executive director.

Both also are active in the Jackson
County Farm Bureau, where Matt serves
on the county board and Kellie has served
as Women’s Leadership Committee chair.
The couple has attended AFBF annual
meetings and served on numerous state
Farm Bureau committees.
“We just feel honored to be able to tell
our story,” Matt Muller said.
“(It’s) the same story that other
Oklahoma farmers and ranchers
have about how we get up every
day and work hard to provide the
consumer with a good product
that’s safe for them to eat that
they can feel very happy putting
on their plates at suppertime for
their families.”
The Muller family is very
— Matt Muller
active in their community, their

We want people
to know their
food supply is in
good hands.

church and the agricultural industry.
Matt serves on the local school board
and on the regional farmers’ cooperative
board of directors, and has served in
various leadership positions in their
church. Kellie serves on the county Farm
Service Agency committee, the county
4-H advisory committee and works with
children at their church.
As state winners, the Muller family
received the use of a 2015 GMC Sierra
1500 Double Cab pickup for one year
and a trip to the American Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting in January in
Orlando, Florida.
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Mitchell honored with OKFB Distinguished Service Award

Ervin Mitchell

rvin Mitchell of Beaver County
was recognized with the
Distinguished Service to Oklahoma
Farm Bureau Award during the OKFB
74th Annual Convention Nov. 13 in
Oklahoma City.
The Distinguished Service Award
honors OKFB members who have
made outstanding contributions to
agriculture and the Farm Bureau
organization. Mitchell has been in
agriculture for nearly 70 years and
served on the state Farm Bureau board of
directors for nine years.
“As far as I’m concerned, Farm Bureau
members are the cream of the crop,”
Mitchell said.
At 88 years old, Mitchell farms with his
son and grandson in Beaver County. The
family operation produces wheat, corn
and grain sorghum, along with cattle.
“[The award] makes you realize maybe

As far as I'm
concerned,
Farm Bureau
members are the
cream of the crop.
— Ervin Mitchell
you had an impression on Farm Bureau,”
Mitchell said. “It makes us real proud. We
really appreciate it.”
Mitchell served as president of
the Oklahoma State School Boards
Association, president of the National
Conservation District for two years, and
served on the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board for 21 years.

Farm Bureau members approve water policy changes
klahoma Farm Bureau members
approved changes to the
organization’s water policy at its 74th
Annual Meeting in Oklahoma City.
“Water is the most important asset
to the state of Oklahoma,” said Tom
Buchanan, OKFB president.
The delegate body, made up of Farm
Bureau members from all 77 Oklahoma
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counties, approved suggestions with
moderate changes from OKFB’s
21-member water committee, which was
created at OKFB’s 2014 annual meeting
at the request of the organization’s
delegates. The committee spent the last
year discussing water policy and learning
from water experts around the state and
the nation in an effort to understand

Oklahoma’s water needs and resources.
The water committee’s suggestions
modernized OKFB’s water policy, allowing
OKFB leaders to work toward the
development of all Oklahoma's water.
“Water is a very important resource for
all Oklahomans,” said Matt Muller, OKFB
water committee member and Jackson
County farmer. “We wanted to start
healthy discussions around the state on
how we can best advance good utilization
of the water resources we have in this
state that would benefit all of Oklahoma.”
Muller said the changes in water policy
place the grassroots organization in a
position to consider all sides of the water
conversation.
“If you’re only known as the party
of no on something, then it’s hard to
be involved in something that could
be beneficial,” Muller said. “I think
this better positions us to look at
opportunities to raise revenue, to help
Oklahoma infrastructure, and utilize
a source that we currently are not
utilizing.”

Clint and Jessica Wilcox of Major County are named winners of the 2015 Oklahoma Farm Bureau YF&R Achievement Award at the
organization's 74th annual meeting. As state winners, the couple received a Kubota RTV500 and an expense-paid trip to the AFBF
Convention in January.

Major County couple wins YF&R Achievement Award
lint and Jessica Wilcox of Major
County were named the winners of
the 2015 Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young
Farmers and Ranchers Achievement
Award. They were recognized as OKFB’s
top young farming and ranching couple at
the organization’s 74th Annual Meeting
on Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.
“It’s a great honor, something that we
don’t take lightly,” Clint Wilcox said.
“We’re very proud and very honored to be
chosen.”
Clint and Jessica grow wheat, canola,
grain sorghum, mungbeans and other
specialty crops, along with some cattle on
their farm near Fairview, Oklahoma. The
couple also serves clients statewide as
crop insurance agents.
“We strive to be the best farmers

we can be and we strive to be the best
insurance agents we can be,” Jessica
Wilcox said. “It’s a challenge, but we both
love what we do. We always wanted to
farm.”
The Wilcox
couple has served
on the state
YF&R committee
and the Major
County YF&R
committee.
Clint also serves
as president of
Major County
Farm Bureau.
As Achievement Award winners,
the Wilcox family received a Kubota
RTV500 courtesy of Great Plains Kubota,

an Icehole cooler, and an expense-paid
trip to Orlando, Florida, for the 2015
American Farm Bureau Federation
Annual Meeting.
The couple
competed on a
national level
for the AFBF
Young Farmers
and Ranchers
Achievement
Award during
the AFBF
— Jessica Wilcox
Annual Meeting
in January.
OKFB’s Young Farmers and Ranchers
Program is open to both men and women,
ages 18 to 35, who hold a membership in
his or her county Farm Bureau.

It's a challenge, but
we both love what
we do. We always
wanted to farm.
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OKFB President Tom Buchanan and John Grunewald with Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma present Beth and Tyler Norvell with the
2015 OKFB YF&R Excellence in Agriculture Award along with Kile Furr of Chisholm Trail Farm Credit and OKFB YF&R Chairman Zac
Harris at the 2015 OKFB annual meeting Friday, Nov. 13.

Grady County couple named YF&R Excellence in
Agriculture Award winners
yler and Beth Norvell were named
the winners of Oklahoma Farm
Bureau’s Young Farmers and Ranchers
Excellence in Agriculture Award on Nov.
13 at OKFB’s 74th Annual Convention in
Oklahoma City.
“Farm Bureau has always been a huge
part of agriculture and supporting young
people, farmers and ranchers,” Tyler
Norvell said. “It means a lot to represent
this great organization at the nationals
and to be honored at the state level.”
The award recognizes successful young
adults ages 35 years or younger who are
involved in farming, but whose primary
occupations are not farming or owning
an agricultural business. Winners are
chosen based on their involvement
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in agriculture and participation in
Oklahoma Farm Bureau and other
community organizations.
The Norvells currently serve on the
state YF&R committee and Tyler serves
as a Grady County Farm Bureau board
member. Both are highly involved in the
agricultural industry, as Tyler serves as
executive director of the Oklahoma Youth
Expo and Beth serves as president of the
Diamond Hats club. The family runs a
few head of cattle and remains active
in Tyler’s family farm operation. They
reside in Tuttle with their two children,
Madilyn and Saylor.
“We have two daughters at home and
we’re trying to raise them in the same
way that we were, in an industry that we

know is vital to this world and it’s vital of
course to Oklahoma and to our country,”
Beth Norvell said. “We’re doing our best
to make sure that production agriculture
and the meaning of it is not lost, at least
in our family.”
The couple received a Polaris fourwheeler, courtesy of Farm Credit of
Western Oklahoma, Chisholm Trail Farm
Credit and Farm Credit of East Central
Oklahoma, an Icehole cooler, and an
expense-paid trip to the American Farm
Bureau Federation Annual Meeting Jan.
10-13 in Orlando, Florida.
The Norvells placed in the top 10 in the
National YF&R Excellence in Agriculture
Award during the AFBF Annual Meeting.

Coblentz named YF&R Discussion Meet winner
harlie Coblentz of Mayes County
was named the 2015 Young Farmers
and Ranchers Discussion Meet winner at
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau 74th Annual

Meeting Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.
Coblentz competed against five other
participants in three rounds of debatestyle discussion where performance

Charlie Coblentz, second from right, wins the OKFB YF&R Discussion Meet at the 2015
annual meeting on Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.

was evaluated on the exchange of ideas
and information on pre-determined
topics. Participants were judged on their
ability to offer constructive criticism,
cooperation and communication while
analyzing agricultural problems and
developing solutions.
“It can be very challenging to get
your point across because it’s very
competitive,” Coblentz said. “If you
stick to the topic, you’ll get a chance to
make your point. But it was very nervewracking."
As the state discussion meet winner,
Coblentz received a John Deere X320
Lawn Mower, presented by P&K
Equipment, an Icehole cooler, and the
opportunity to compete in the national
discussion meet contest at the American
Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting
Jan. 10-13 in Orlando, Florida.
Coblentz runs a cow-calf operation and
dairy farm with his father and brothers
in Choteau, Oklahoma. They also grow
various row crops including corn, wheat,
soybeans and milo.

Seminole County receives top county Farm Bureau award
klahoma Farm Bureau has named
Seminole County as the John
I. Taylor Award winner for 2015. The
announcement was made at the OKFB
74th Annual Convention Nov. 13 in
Oklahoma City.
The John I. Taylor Award is named
after OKFB’s first president and serves as
the organization’s highest county honor.
County winners are required to earn the
Four-Star Presidential Award and excel in
at least six different program areas.
"The recognition is great from the
state," said Ralph Black, president of
Seminole County Farm Bureau. "Our
county works really hard to fulfill all we
can for our members. We're really proud
of our county."
Seminole County is active in multiple
program areas including membership,
public policy, women’s committee,
legislative affairs, service to members
and safety.

Ralph Black accepts the John I. Taylor award on behalf of the Seminole County Farm
Bureau from OKFB Executive Director Monica Wilke.
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Givens receives Farm Bureau Golden Eagle Award
erry Givens of Comanche County
Farm Bureau was presented with
the Golden Eagle Award Nov. 13 during
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau 74th Annual
Meeting in Oklahoma City.
The Golden Eagle award is presented
each year to the individual or county
who has worked to recruit the most new
members throughout the year. These
memberships are not based on insurance
services, but instead are stand-alone
members of the federation.
“The people we really go after are the
ones that are involved in agriculture that
maybe don’t belong to an organization
such as Farm Bureau,” Givens said.
“They’re actually recipients of things that
Farm Bureau has done for many, many
years and they don’t even know that.”
As the winner of the Gold Eagle Award,
Givens received a traveling trophy and a
personalized jacket.

Kerry Givens of Comanche County Farm Bureau receives the Golden Eagle Award,
presented to the individual who recruits the most Farm Bureau members in a year.

Sequoyah County Farm Bureau recognized for local affairs
and public relations
klahoma Farm Bureau presented
Sequoyah County with the Lewis
H. Munn Farm Bureau Builders Award
during the OKFB 74th Annual Convention
on Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.
The award is named after the second
president of Oklahoma Farm Bureau, and
each year a specific area of involvement is

judged for the award. This year’s area was
local affairs and public relations.
Sequoyah County Farm Bureau worked
to develop relationships with local
businesses and people by participating
in its local retirement fair, women’s expo
and county livestock show. The county
promotes its various events with a regular

column in the Sequoyah County Times.
The county also gained publicity
by delivering doughnuts to 12 local
businesses, presenting a citizenship
seminar at the local school, providing
the VFW with a new flag and shrubs, and
hosting various OKFB safety programs.

Comanche County honored with top county YF&R award
klahoma Farm Bureau’s Comanche
County Young Farmers and
Ranchers committee is the 2015 recipient
of the Charles L. Roff Award. The award
was presented in Oklahoma City at the
OKFB 74th Annual Meeting Nov. 13.
The Charles L. Roff Award encourages
county YF&R groups to improve
their local committees and activity
participation while strengthening the
Farm Bureau organization.
“It’s a great accomplishment,” said Isaac
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Fisher, chairman of Comanche County
Farm Bureau. “We’re so proud to have it
for all the hard work everyone’s put in in
our county.”
The goal of Comanche County YF&R
throughout the year was to encourage
younger generations to pursue careers in
agriculture in the future.
“Basically, we just want to promote
agriculture in our county,” Fisher said.
“(We) do what we can to spread the word,
get the truth out there that we want to

raise a safe and reliable source of food for
the world.”
Comanche County’s highlight activities
for the year included sponsoring a
farmhand olympics, assisting at county
livestock shows, judging local speech
contests and hosting a commodity tour.
Members of the county YF&R also served
on various statewide committees in OKFB
and the agricultural industry.
The county received a traveling plaque
for their outstanding involvement.

Graves named
2015 Secretary of
the Year
hannon Graves of the Payne County
Farm Bureau office was honored as
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Secretary
of the Year at the OKFB 74th Annual
Meeting Nov. 13 in Oklahoma City.
“It’s been the greatest honor I’ve had
working anywhere,” said Graves, who has
worked for Payne County for two years.
“My board of directors has been so
allowing and enthusiastic in all of the
activities and events we’ve wanted to
participate in. Without their support,
there’s no way I could’ve done half of
what we accomplished this year.”
County secretaries serve as the face of
the county Farm Bureau office with not
only customers, but also with potential
new members.
“I’m out there talking with people and
when they see me they see Farm Bureau,
that’s what I want to try to do,” she said.
Graves served Payne County Farm
Bureau this year by using social media
to showcase county activities, creating
activities for Farm Bureau week,
organizing an Earth Day community

Shannon Graves of the Payne County Farm Bureau office receives her award for 2015
Secretary of the Year from OKFB Executive Director Monica Wilke.
service project, planning county meetings
and receptions, and more.
As Secretary of the Year, Graves
received a plaque and an expense-paid

trip to the 2016 American Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting in Orlando,
Florida in early January.

OKFB delegates reelect three board members

Monte Tucker
District Two

Gary Crawley
District Five

John Grundmann
District Eight
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ALL AROUND OKLAHOMA

The Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Committee Fall Rally attendees gather in front of a monument at the Chisholm Trail
Heritage Center in Duncan, Okla. Nearly 100 women participated in the two-day conference that included various workshops, activities
and tours.

Farm Bureau women gather in Duncan for fall rally
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee hosted its
2015 Fall Rally Oct. 30-31 in Duncan,
Oklahoma.
Held at the Simmons Center in Duncan,
nearly 100 women attended the twoday event featuring various speakers,
workshops, entertainment and tours.
“It’s always fun and exciting when the
women of Farm Bureau gather together,”
said Kitty Beavers, OKFB WLC chairman.
“The conference gives us all a chance to
reconnect, learn and fellowship with our
friends from across the state.”
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During the opening lunch, the
women heard from Tricia Howell of
the Oklahoma Department of Human
Services; Shawna McWaters, head of
the OSU-OKC Division of Agriculture
Technologies; and Amber Powers,
Stephens County 4-H member.
Conference workshops featured
legislative issues and State Question
777 from John Collision and LeeAnna
McNally of OKFB public policy, floral
arrangements from a local florist, and
prevention of accidental poisoning from
the Oklahoma Poison Control Center.

After a day full of activities, the women
were entertained with a fashion show
from 3 French Hens in Duncan and a
concert by the Gospel Travelers.
On Saturday, the women toured the
Duncan area, the Stephens County
Historical Museum and the Chisholm
Trail Heritage Center. The conference
ended with a chuck wagon lunch at the
heritage center.
To learn more about the WLC, contact
Marcia Irvin at 405-523-2300. Find
pictures from the event on the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau flickr page.

Samples promoted to vice president
of strategic corporate communications
klahoma Farm Bureau and
Affiliated Companies recently
promoted Becky Samples to vice president
of strategic corporate communications.
In her new role, Samples will work
with senior leadership and oversee
communications for Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and Affiliated Companies.
“Becky is a tremendous asset to our
organization, and we look forward to her
leadership in this new role,” said Monica
Wilke, executive director, Oklahoma
Farm Bureau and Affiliated Companies.
“As the state’s largest general farm
organization, Becky will lead OKFB’s
efforts to efficiently and effectively

communicate with our membership,
including policyholders of our insurance
company.”
Previously, Samples served as strategic
communications director of OKFB.
Before joining OKFB, she served as the
communications manager for Groendyke
Transport in Enid, Oklahoma and as
public relations director for the City of
Enid.
She is a native of north Alabama and
earned her Bachelor of Arts in public
relations from Auburn University.
Samples is a graduate of Leadership
Oklahoma Class XXVIII.

Becky Samples
Vice President of Strategic
Corporate Communications

Collegiate Farm Bureau purchases gifts for Salvation
Army, White Fields Boys Home

Left: Nine Collegiate Farm Bureau
members from Oklahoma State University
visit Kohl's Nov. 30 to purchase Christmas
gifts for the Salvation Army's Angel Tree
program and the White Fields Boys Home.
Above: Tyler Schnaithman (left) and Bray
Haven choose a toy to donate.
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Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director (middle), and Tyler Norvell, district three YF&R committee member (second from right) receive
the Honorary American FFA Degree Oct. 30 at the National FFA Convention in Louisville, Ky. Joining the honorees are Jack Staats,
Oklahoma FFA adviser (far left), Travis Bradshaw, Burlington FFA adviser and Honorary American FFA Degree recipient, and Kent
Boggs, Oklahoma FFA executive secretary (far right). Photo courtesy of Ron Hays.

Wilke, Norvell receive Honorary American FFA Degree
onica Wilke, executive director
of Oklahoma Farm Bureau and
Affiliated Companies, received the
Honorary American FFA Degree Oct. 30
at the National FFA Convention & Expo in
Louisville, Kentucky. Tyler Norvell, OKFB
district three Young Farmers & Ranchers
committee member also received the
Honorary American FFA Degree.
Presented by the National FFA
Organization, the award recognizes
individuals committed to advancing
agricultural education and FFA. It also
creates an opportunity to thank those
who have made an extraordinary longterm difference in the lives of students,
inspiring confidence in a new generation
of agriculturalists.
“Agricultural education and FFA
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played a critical role in developing
my own leadership skills, and
continue to develop young leaders
in agriculture,” Wilke said. “As
a former member and long-time
supporter, I am humbled to receive
this award.”
Wilke grew up on a farm in the
southwestern Oklahoma town of
Grandfield, where she was actively
involved in FFA. She served the
Oklahoma FFA Association as state
FFA secretary during her freshman year
at Oklahoma State University.
She continues to serve the Oklahoma
FFA Association as a member of the
Oklahoma FFA Foundation board of
directors. Under Wilke’s direction,
Oklahoma Farm Bureau has remained a

Agricultural
education and FFA
played a critical role
in developing my
own leadership skills.
— Monica Wilke
supporter of FFA programs including state
convention, livestock judging contests,
speech contests and more.
Norvell, of Tuttle, serves as the
executive director of the Oklahoma Youth
Expo, which is known as the world’s
largest junior livestock show.

Left: A young livestock judger answers questions on a class of livestock at the OKFB YF&R-sponsored contest. Top Right: A student
analyzes a class of sheep during the contest. Bottom Right: OKFB YF&R Chair Zac Harris presents the Central High 4-H team with the
first place senior 4-H division plaque.

YF&R hosts state livestock judging contest
ore than 900 students participated
in the Sept. 17 Oklahoma State Fair
Livestock Judging Contest, sponsored by
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young Farmers
and Ranchers.
Contest participants analyzed classes
of beef, goats, sheep and swine and
ranked the animals based on correct
market characteristics.
“It’s such a good thing for the kids,”
said Zac Harris, state YF&R chairman.
“It’s a good thing for Farm Bureau, too.
The kids get to see that we are so much
more than just insurance.”
A former livestock-judging participant,
Harris said he remembers the lessons he

learned by competing in contests.
“It’s learning today you might not have
been the best today but maybe next week
you can go home and study and get a little
better,” Harris said. “These skills are the
foundation for success in whatever career
you go into.”
Awards were given to top three teams
and top three high individuals in the
junior 4-H, senior 4-H, junior FFA and
senior FFA categories.
In the junior 4-H division, the top
three teams were: Kay County, first place;
Lindsay 4-H, second place; and Indianola
4-H, third place. In the senior 4-H
division, top three teams were: Central

High 4-H, first place; Kingfisher 4-H,
second place; and Kay County 4-H, third
place. 009682238
In the junior FFA division, top three
teams included: Yukon FFA, first place;
Kingfisher FFA, second place; and El
Reno FFA, third place. In the senior FFA
division, top three teams included: Tuttle
FFA, first place; Kingfisher FFA, second
place; and Weatherford FFA, third place.
For the full list of results, visit www.
JudgingCard.com. To view available
photos of the teams, visit the OKFB flickr
page.
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OKFB President
Tom Buchanan
addresses
Oklahoma
legislators in
water study
Left: OKFB President Tom Buchanan
speaks before an Oklahoma House
of Representatives interim study on
drought conditions and the redistribution
of water from eastern Oklahoma to
western Oklahoma on Nov. 2. Buchanan
reminded the state legislators that the
livelihood of Oklahoma's farmers and
ranchers depends on the availability of
water. J.D. Strong, executive director of
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board,
and Rep. Doug Cox also presented at the
study.

Call

Learn how the latest
political issues will affect
you and your farm!
www.okagpolicy.org

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals…. AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the excavation. The company
will respond to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America’s Farmers and Ranchers. No matter if you’re deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning
or moving heavy loads. Understanding what’s below ground will help you DIG SAFELY

www.call811.com
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www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

CALL 811
BEFORE
YOU DIG,
EVERY
TIME!!!

@okagpolicy
/OKAgPolicy
Brought to you by
Oklahoma Farm Bureau
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The Simplest Way
To Buy & Sell Land
Anywhere in the U.S.

SEED FOR SALE
SOYBEANS:
Conventional, R2Y, GT, LL & R2Y-Xtend
Starting at $26
SEED CORN: Starting at $130

AmericanCropland.com

660-565-2353

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR
OKLAHOMA FARM BUREAU MEMBERS®

Hannah Nemecek

Nemecek named
OKFB director
of public policy
communications
annah Nemecek has been named
Oklahoma Farm Bureau’s director of
public policy communications.
In the new position, Nemecek will
work alongside the public policy staff to
inform OKFB members, legislators and
the general public about legislation and
policy affecting Oklahoma agriculture.
“Most of the population doesn’t
understand the importance of agriculture
and how legislation and regulation
affects the industry,” Nemecek said. “I’m
excited to share how vital our farmers
and ranchers are to the success of our
economy and our lives.”
Nemecek said her goal is to present
the policy news in a simple, easy-tounderstand manner.
“I want to provide a central place for all
Oklahomans to easily find agricultural
policy information,” she said.
A native of Skiatook, Oklahoma,
Nemecek was hired as a communications
specialist after graduating from
Oklahoma State University with a degree
in agricultural communications.

$200 OFF $300 OFF
all full size Sportsman® ATVs
and ACE™ vehicles.

all full size RANGER®, RZR®
and Brutus® UTVs.

$300 OFF
all GEM® electric vehicles.

ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris models with engine sizes over 90cc are only for
riders age 16 and older. Always wear a helmet and be sure to get safety training. For safety
and training information, call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, or Polaris at (800) 342-3764.
ANTLERS
ANTLERS MOTORSPORTS
580-298-3379
www.antlersmotorsports.com

DURANT
JONES POWERSPORTS
580-920-2545
www.jonespowersportsok.com

CHICKASHA
MORRIS MOTORSPORTS
405-224-6113
www.morrismotorsports.com

JONES
JONES OFF ROAD
405-399-9005
www.jonesoffroad.com
OKLAHOMA CITY
MAXEY'S POLARIS
405-946-0558
www.maxeys.com

SEILING
SANDER SPORTING GOODS &
ATVS, LLC
580-922-4930
www.sandersporting.com
STILLWATER
STILLWATER POWERSPORTS
405-377-4941
www.stillwaterpowersports.com
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OKFB selects
favorite photos
from 2015
Right: A curious cow peers over its
herdmates in southeastern Oklahoma's
McCurtain County.
After combing through photos taken in
fields, on farms and in pastures around the
state of Oklahoma in 2015, the photo was
selected as one of OKFB's favorite photos
from the year. The images, assembled in
a Flicker gallery, span the calendar year
and reflect the hard work and dedication
Oklahoma's farmers and ranchers put into
growing and raising food, fuel and fiber for
the United States and the world.
To view this image and more, visit the
OKFB Flickr gallery at www.flickr.com/
photos/okfarmbureau/.

Beef for
Backpacks

XUV825i S4

1.9%

FOR

36 months
XUV825i S4

• 50 hp* EFI, 44 mph (70 km/h)
• Fully independent suspension
2
$

The Beef for Backpacks and Pork
for Packs programs use donated
cattle and hogs to produce nutritious
beef and pork sticks for the Regional

1

ON ALL GATORS™

500 OFF

ON 2015 MODELS OR PRIOR

IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAP
TO GET WHERE YOU’RE GOING.
GO GATOR.

Food Bank of Oklahoma and the

RSX860i

• Faster speeds, up to 60 mph
• Longer warranty—one year or 1,000 hours
• New power steering option

Community Food Bank of Eastern
Oklahoma's Food for Kids program.

For more information on
how to donate livestock,
contact Thad Doye by phone at
(405) 523-2307 or by email at
thad.doye@okfb.org.

Pork for
Packs
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XUV550
XUV
UV55
UV
V550

• Fully
F ll iindependent
d
d t suspension
i
• Two- and four-passenger options
available
• Starting at $8,139§

500 OFF

$

2

500 OFF

$

2

1
Offer from October 31, 2015, until February 29, 2016. Subject to approved credit on a revolving plan account, a service of
John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For consumer use only. No down payment required. 1.9% for 36 months only. Other special rate
and terms may be available, including installment financing and financing for commercial use. Available at participating
dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer.
2
Offer from October 31, 2015, until February 29, 2016. $500 off all MY15 or prior XUV825i S4/XUV825i; $500 off all
XUV550/S4 and RSX860i models.
§
Prices and models may vary by dealer. Manufacturer suggested list price at $8,139 on Gator XUV550, plus get $500 off
on XUV550. Prices are suggested retail prices only and are subject to change without notice at any time. Dealer may sell
for less. Shown with optional equipment not included in the price. Attachments and implements sold separately. Some
restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options.
Available at participating dealers. Before operating or riding, always refer to the safety and operating information on the
vehicle and in the operator’s manual. Actual vehicle top speed may vary based on belt wear, tire selection, vehicle tow
weight, fuel condition, terrain and other environmental factors.
*The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison
purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the engine manufacturer’s website for
additional information. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are
trademarks of Deere & Company.

ARDMORE
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-223-7722
www.pettitmachinery.com
DURANT
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-924-4698
www.pettitmachinery.com
HUGO
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-326-7556
www.pettitmachinery.com
PAULS VALLEY
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
405-238-3339
www.pettitmachinery.com

Grower Direct

Grow half-dollar size

Muscadines

SMART

GETS IT DONE.
New Holland equipment gives you a tough, productive edge on your jobsite.
You work faster, stronger, more comfortably all day long. And that adds up where
it counts. For hardworking professionals, New Holland is the SMART way to work.

EDMOND
CENTRAL NEW HOLLAND
INC.
405-341-7829
www.centralnewholland.net
OKLAHOMA CITY
CENTRAL NEW HOLLAND
INC.
866-328-3206
www.centralnewholland.net
PRYOR
CHUPP IMPLEMENT
COMPANY
918-825-2044
chuppimplementcompany.com
TULSA
TULSA NEW HOLAND, INC.
918-438-5665
www.tulsanewholland.com

To see our SMART construction lineup,
visit your authorized New Holland dealer.

and Blackberries.
We also offer over
200 varieties of Fruit
and Nut Trees plus Vine
and Berry Plants.

Ison’s Nursery
Since 1934

Free Catalog

PO Box 190
Brooks, GA 30205
1-800-733-0324 • isons.com

CONGRESSIONAL
Action
Tour
April 11-15, 2016
Every year, Oklahoma farmers
and ranchers make the trip to
Washington, D.C., to visit with
our Congressional delegation
about issues of importance to
rural Oklahoma. On this trip,
you will have the opportunity
to hear a briefing by American
Farm Bureau on issues of
importance to agriculture and
visit with your Congressional
Representatives
and Senators.
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The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm
and your neighbors farms all year long.
Today, membership can save you up to $500 on
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

$
ON FARMALLL® COMPACT A & B SERIES TRACTORS, ROUND & SMALL SQ
QUARE
AR
RE
BALERS, DISC MOWER CONDITIONERS, SICKLE MOWER CONDITIONERS &
CASE IH SCOUT™ UTILITY VEHICLES

$
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LLL® C, U & J SERIES TRACTORS, MAXXUM® & FARMALLL®
10 SERIES TRACTORS, LARGE SQUAR
100A
UA E BALERS & SP W
WINDROWERS
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Print your certificate today!*
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH

* A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate mustbe presented to
the Case IH dealer in advance of product deliveryto receive the incentive discount.
Farm Bureau Members candownload a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih.
Not a FarmBureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.

CHICKASHA
BOB LOWE FARM MACHINERY INC.
405-224-6500
lowefarm.com

KREMLIN
ZALOUDEK MACHINERY CO.
580-874-2211

For more
information,
contact:
Tasha Duncan
405.530.2681

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC under
license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com
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COUNTRY GARDENING

Wildlife is a great addition to the winter landscape
By Trisha Gedon
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
lthough some people are already counting the days until
spring, there is still plenty of cold and wintery weather
ahead for Oklahomans.
Winter days can be gray and dreary, and often there is not
much to see in the landscape, said David Hillock, Oklahoma
State University Cooperative Extension consumer horticulturist.
“Fortunately for wildlife enthusiasts, the winter landscape
can come alive with colorful birds and other watchable wildlife,”
Hillock said. “Homeowners can encourage these creatures to
visit their yards by giving them a hand during the lean winter
months and providing the simple necessities of life — shelter,
food and water. As in the summer, birds require food, water and
shelter in order to survive. Providing feeders and maintaining
woody plants in the landscape will help meet many of these
needs.”
Evergreen trees and shrubs provide both food and shelter. If
possible, consider a landscape design that mimics the multiple
layers of cover found in natural areas. Large trees provide a
canopy that protects an understory layer of smaller trees, a layer
of shrubs and finally, herbaceous plants close to ground level.
These different levels provide a range of habitat for different
species of birds, reptiles and mammals.
Hillock said the canopy trees might include oaks, maples,
pecans and pines.
“The understory layer is important because it provides
nesting sites and roosting sites for many animals,” he said. “The
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rounded crown of dogwoods and redbuds provides a protected
sheltering place for wildlife. As an added bonus, songbirds will
flock to the fruits later in the season.”
The dense foliage of holly trees serves as an ideal roost for
a variety of species. Winter fruits attract bluebirds and other
thrushes, woodpeckers and mockingbirds. Shrubs provide
fruit at different times of the year, and a great selection for the
winter landscape is the genus Mahonia. Bundles of silver/blue
berries are available in mid to late winter, which are attractive
to songbirds.
Low-growing perennials and grasses also provide valuable
shelter throughout the winter. Hillock said these plants provide
insulated cover for nesting mammals and hibernating reptiles
and amphibians. In addition, some even provide a source of seed
to birds throughout the winter.
Just as water is vital to human survival, a reliable source of
fresh, unfrozen water also is necessary for birds. Water features
with moving water are a wonderful and eye-catching addition
to any landscape. Because the water is moving, it is less likely to
freeze, which is very beneficial to birds. A simple bird bath also
will work. Check with your local garden store about a heater
that can be used to help keep the water from freezing, but
make sure it shuts off when the water reaches about 40 degrees
Fahrenheit so it does not get too warm.
A constant supply of water serves a two-fold purpose — not
only is water important for birds to drink, but also is important

Photos by David Hillock, Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension

for bathing and helping the birds keep their feathers clean.
Clean feathers insulate better from the cold weather.
When it comes to providing food for the birds, there are many
options available. Be sure to match the type of feeder to the
type of bird you want to attract.
“Smaller birds such as chickadee, tufted titmouse and finch
prefer the tube style feeders. Larger birds, including cardinals
and blue jays, like hopper or platform feeders,” Hillock said.
“Finally, birds such as the mourning dove prefer to eat seed on
the ground.”
Birds prefer different types of food, just as people do. Thistle
and black oil sunflowers are great choices for smaller birds.
Sunflowers of all types, along with millet, are good for birds
that feed on the ground. Woodpeckers and nuthatches prefer
suet. A good overall bird feeding mix is white proso millet and
black oil sunflower.
Be sure to keep bird feeder placement in mind. Hillock said
proper placement of feeders in your landscape can increase the
likeliness your feathered friends will stop by for a visit.
“A few other things to remember are feeder shelter and
protection from predators, as well as feeder visibility, to ensure
as much activity as possible,” he said. “It won’t be long until
the colors of spring and summer fill your landscape, but in
the meantime, sit back and enjoy the sights and sounds of the
wildlife.”
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NOBLE NEWS

from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

New institute launched to help improve
nation's soil health
Organization to be hub for measurement, research, economic analysis and education

ith more than one million organisms in a single
teaspoon of Earth, soil is the starting point for plant,
animal and human life. It is the foundation for society,
providing the basis for food production, healthy families and
economies.
To ensure that soil continues to be a vital natural resource
for generations to come, The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
and Farm Foundation, NFP, announced the formation of the Soil
Health Institute. The announcement coincides with World Soil
Day (Dec. 5) and celebrates the 2015 International Year of Soils.
The Soil Health Institute’s mission is to safeguard and
enhance the vitality and productivity of the soil. It will work
directly with conventional and organic farmers and ranchers,
public- and private-sector researchers, academia, policymakers,
government agencies, industry, environmental groups and
consumers – everyone who benefits from healthy soils.
The organization will serve as the primary resource for soil
health information, working to set soil health standards and
measurement, build knowledge about the economics of soil
health, offer educational programs, and coordinate research in
all aspects of soil and soil health.
“Leonardo DaVinci once mused ‘We know more about the
movement of celestial bodies than about the soil underfoot,”
said Bill Buckner, Noble Foundation president and chief
executive officer. “Hundreds of years later that sentiment is just
as accurate. The Soil Health Institute will provide much needed
research funding so we can better understand our soil. We will
make that research publicly available, so we can work together
to provide solutions for improving our soil and protecting it for
our children and grandchildren.”
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The Soil Health Institute is an evolution of the Soil
Renaissance, an initiative established in 2013 by the Noble
Foundation and Farm Foundation to advance soil health and
make it the cornerstone of land use management decisions.
The Soil Renaissance brought farmers, ranchers, soil scientists,
economists, environmental interests, agribusinesses, NGOs
and government agencies together to examine the role of soil
health in a vibrant, profitable, sustainable natural ecosystem.
Their work identified the need for a national organization to
serve as a hub for measurement standards, economic data and
coordinated research.
“There are many short-term initiatives in progress that are
regionally focused or examining only selected elements of soil
and soil health,” said Neil Conklin, Farm Foundation president.
“The Soil Health Institute will be a permanent organization that
will coordinate the long-term work needed in this area.”
The Noble Foundation will continue to provide financial
support for the new institute. Next steps will be to broaden
the base of involvement with both private and public entities
to provide necessary funding for the Soil Health Institute’s
activities.

How Can You Help?

For more information about the Soil Health Institute, visit www.
soilhealthinstitute.org.

The Soil Health Institute, established by the Noble Foundation and Farm Foundation, NFP, works to safeguard and enhance the vitality
and productivity of the soil.
Farm Foundation, NFP serves as a catalyst for sound public policy by providing objective information to foster a deeper
understanding of issues shaping the future for agriculture, food systems and rural regions. The Foundation does not lobby or
advocate. Its 83-year reputation for objectivity allows it to bring together diverse stakeholders for discussions on economic and
public policy issues. The issue of soil health became prominent in discussions of A Dialogue on Food and Agriculture in the 21st
Century, a Farm Foundation initiative to promote discussions on the challenges to be addressed if agriculture is to feed 9 billion
people in 2050, while protecting and maintaining natural resources.
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COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS

AUTOMOTIVE
1978 Ford Granada. 28,000 original miles. One owner. Must sell.
580-298-6846.
1968 Mercedes for sale as is. 9.8 Outboard Motor. Needs coils. Looks
good, does not run. $350 OBO. Serial # 2294227. 918-486-5531.

FARM MACHINERY/EQUIPMENT
Hay for sale: Round grass, alfalfa and square alfalfa. 12-foot Krauss
one way on hydraulic. A 5 bottom Case Mow board. 450 Farmall wide
frond end in barn. 405-556-0504.
Nature form 2000 incubator. Temperature and humidity controls,
auto mist. Humidaire 2000, 7 tray hatcher, Model D. Wood pallets,
$5. 580-263-0014.
Fence charger repair. All makes. Rebuilt until for sale. Pioneer
Electronics. 580-603-0063 or 580-758-9471.
Propane tank. 500 gallon. 8.5 feet long x 3.5 foot diameter. $350.
918-366-8759.
JD924 Flex Header with Bish Adapter for Case Combine. $1900. Text
or leave voicemail. 580-541-2326.

LIVESTOCK
Registered Beefmaster Bulls. Gentle, low birth weight, excellent

COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS
All information must be completed.

weight gains passed on to their calves. H/3 Beefmasters. Atoka, OK.
580-889-6065.
Angus Bulls. 7 to 17 months old. Angus Business. 55 years. Same
location. 580-456-7241.
Double Tough Harlan at stud. Linebred Harlan buckskin, 2016 fee
$500. 2015 colts for sale. www.okharlanhorses.com. 918-762-3769.
Serviceable Age Angus or Maine Bulls. Have F.T. 750 gallon Wako.
Sprayer ground driven on trailer used very little. 405-381-4307.
Bred cows for sale. Can send pictures or video. 405-258-6559.
Brood mares for sale. Easy Jet, Triple Chick granddaughters. Alive N
Firen daughter. If interested, call for more info, we raised these mares.
405-399-2333.
Miniature horses, must sell. Family homes preferred. Mares, geldings,
young studs. $400 each. 580-977-4883.

MISCELLANEOUS
Earn $75,000 Part-Time in the livestock or equipment appraisal
business. Agricultural background required. Classroom or home
study courses available. 800-488-7570.
Used Portable Sawmills! Buy/Sell. Call Sawmill Exchange 800459-2148, http://www.sawmillexchange.com
Pygora and Pycazz micron tested cashmere fine goat fiber. Spinning
and felting use. Raw and mill processed available. 918-485-0031.

Each OKFB member family is limited to one free classified ad per issue. No
call-in ads will be accepted. The length of the ad cannot exceed the
number of lines on this form. Ads run one time. We reserve the right not to
publish submitted ads. Return to Country Classfieds, 2501 N. Stiles,
Oklahoma City, OK 73105.

Please type or print legibly.

Name
OKFB Membership Number
Address
City				
Phone
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State

Zip

Deadline for the next issue is April 29, 2016.

Used oilfield pipe. 2 3/8; 2 7/8; 4 ½; large pipe; all sizes sucker rods; 1
¼” fiberglass posts. 405-627-3920. www.branchauction.com.
Pheasants for sale. Hunt ready. Call for pricing. 580-371-1925 or 757469-6862.
Antique full size brass bed – no lacquer. $500. 405-659-0305.
42” pavilion wood drafting table. $44. 405-659-0305.
Walnut cabinet with 33 1/3 player. 32”x15”26”height. $49. 405-6590305.
Old comic books. 1960 to present. All genres. All conditions. $20 per
dozen. Pick up in Sallisaw. 918-968-5368.
Spring, summer wedding dresses. Size 6 and size 10-12. One $20 and
one $50. 405-598-1202.
Antique 59-year-old Gretsch Electric Guitar. Has model and serial
number inside. Sunburst finish. Nice collector’s item. 580-332-2468.
Rainbow Vacuum Cleaner with carpet shampooer. $2,000 value –
asking $750. Works very well. 580-443-5454.
Solid wood sewing machine cabinet. $200. 580-824-1041
Homegrown pork and rabbit. Easy payment plan. 300 red cedar
fence stays $1 each. 405-220-2322.
1935 Gilbarco gas pump, 1947 Tokheim 39 short gas pump for sale.
Call 405-379-2378.

REAL ESTATE

100 acres of beautiful land located ¼ mile north of Wynnewood
football fields. Lots of frontage on paved roads. Ponds, trees, rural
water. 405-238-0253.
5 acres. 3 or 4 bedroom. 2.5 bath. 3,300 square feet. Full basement
shop, new roof, pond with dock. Henryetta, OK. 918-728-1381.
3 bedroom tri-level home on 47 acres. Horse barn and hay barns.
Large big-shop. Well-sprinkler yard. Horsemen. Must see to
appreciate. $220,000. 580-470-9400.
Double wide mobile home near Westcliffe, Colorado. 2.5 acres.
Mountain views. Good hunting area. Cotopaxi schools. $80,000. 719942-4030.

WANTED
WANTED: Lake lot/land with view of lake for small cabin. Hudson,
Fort Gibson, Tenkiller Area. Will consider other areas. 918-645-1748.
WANTED: Lockwood Tree (Pecan) Shaker, 3 pt. PTO model for parts.
Also any JD#30 combine parts you might have in your barn. 918-3662403.
WANTED: Railroad locks, keys, lanterns, signs, badges and
miscellaneous – Especially Oklahoma railroads. 580-399-8866.
WANTED: Unused knitting materials; magazines, books, patterns.
Please write to S. Furnish P.O. Box 3613 Bernice, OK 74331.
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COUNTRY KITCHEN RECIPES
Presented by the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Committee

Peanut Butter Pie
Ingredients
1 8-oz. package cream cheese, softened
2 cups powdered sugar
2/3 cup peanut butter
2 8-oz. containers whipped topping

Preparation/Cooking
Beat cream cheese with powdered sugar.
Mix in peanut butter. When well mixed,
fold in cool whip. Place in pre-made pie
crust of your choice. Makes two pies.

Rotini Salad
Ingredients
1 12-oz package rotinini noodles, cooked
as directed
1/3 cup onion, chopped
1 cup bell pepper, chopped
3 large tomatoes, diced
Dressing
1 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup red vinegar
1/2 cup sugar
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon mustard seed
1 teaspoon celery seed

Preparation/Cooking
Mix all ingredients except tomatoes
together in a large bowl a day or two
before serving. In a separate bowl,
combine dressing ingredients.
Pour dressing over pasta mixture. Store
in fridge until ready to serve. Mix in
tomatoes before serving.

If you are a Farm Bureau member and want to see your recipes featured in Oklahoma Country, send a
full list of ingredients along with preparation and cooking instructions to Hannah.Nemecek@okfb.org or
mail a hard copy to Oklahoma Country Recipes, 2501 N. Stiles Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73105.
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Conserve Energy with Mastic Vinyl Siding & Windows
Farm Bureau members
will receive a 33 1/3% discount
off nationally published
retail prices.

M. RhodesSinceCompany,
LLC
1937
Call 405-721-2807
for an estimate.

Country
Home Loans
Rural property is unique.
Our expertise can help.
When you buy or refinance
a home in the country, call
Oklahoma AgCredit.
866-245-3633
OKAGCREDIT.COM

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

CHRIS SLOAN
SALES

402 SW A STREET • PO BOX 96
STIGLER, OK 74462
WWW.STIGLERMILLING.COM
MOBILE: (918) 448-0877 • OFFICE: (918) 967-8854
FAX: (918) 967-4775 • PARTS: (918) 967-8333
EMAIL: STIGLERMILLING@SBCGLOBAL.NET

®

OK L AHO M A

AgCredit
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DID YOU

KNOW

Checko

ff.

our checkoff activities
increased beef demand by
2.1 billion pounds per year?
“When we think about the national beef checkoff’s
impact, the $11.20 return for every dollar invested
is a tremendous feat. Our marketing efforts funded
by the beef checkoff have resulted in higher prices
for beef producers and importers and sales of more
beef in the U.S. and foreign markets. We are really
proud of our checkoff’s achievements.”
While you and the Fanning family are managing
your operations, your checkoff helps build
demand for beef and impact your bottom line.
OKLAHOMA
BEEF
COUNCIL

Tom and Michele Fanning

MyBeefCheckoff.com

Cow-calf, Stocker and Feeder

Funded by the Beef Checkoff.
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