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Protect our farms

Too hungry to learn

By Hannah Nemecek

By Clarissa Walton

Oklahoma’s family farmers and ranchers support SQ

Two Oklahoma school teachers paint a common

777, the Right to Farm, to ensure a bright future for one

picture of child hunger in their classrooms.

of our state’s best traditions: agriculture.
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PRESIDENTIALLY SPEAKING
A legacy worth protecting
By Tom Buchanan
President, Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies

armers and ranchers understand seasons better than most.
Our crops and livestock live and die by the cyclical force of
the seasons. Even the most cautious farmer can be victimized
by the extremes that weather patterns can bring. The possibility
of hail, floods, drought and early to late freezes all call for
contingency policies on the farm.
In Oklahoma, we are faced with an extreme threat of a
new sort. We have witnessed outside environmental groups
threaten farms and ranches in other states across the nation.
Their scare tactics play on the public’s emotions leading to
knee-jerk legislation and regulations that not only threaten
the livelihoods of farmers and
ranchers but also ultimately
the consumer.
These groups erroneously paint
a picture of farmers and ranchers
as being irresponsible stewards
of the land and the animals
to which they tend. It’s worth
noting that when burdensome
regulations are placed upon a
farming operation, it will greatly
increase the cost of farming
or ranching and possibly push
family farms out of business,
resulting in higher prices for
consumers and taking away
freedom of choice at the
grocery store.
During the 2015 legislative
session, Oklahoma Farm Bureau
helped plant a seed of protection in the form of legislation
known as the Right to Farm. It passed overwhelmingly in
both the house and senate, and now Oklahomans will have an
opportunity to take a bold step in protecting our way of life in
Oklahoma.
Our farmers and ranchers have been thoughtful protectors
of our land for generations. They implement practices that
conserve fertile soils, ensure healthy lives for their animals,
and find ways to produce more with less. The opposition have
deep pockets flowing into Oklahoma from Washington D.C.based groups. As Oklahoma Farm Bureau, it is our responsibility

to take a proactive step in protecting those who produce food,
fiber, and fuel for not only Oklahomans but for our nation.
In the coming months, the opposition will claim that Right
to Farm will negate property rights and city codes; they will say
that corporate farming will have a blank check to do what they
will. They will claim that farmers will have the ability to dictate
water practices and uses. These claims are all absolutely false.
Our Attorney General, Scott Pruitt, wrote careful language in
this constitutional amendment to protect Oklahomans in the
form of the phrase “compelling state interest.” Do not be fooled
by the legalese jargon that the opposition will quote. The phrase
simply protects the health, welfare,
and well-being of Oklahomans. If
an operation or practice threatens
the health, welfare, or well-being
of a citizen, it would be carefully
considered and reviewed.
		 I strongly encourage our
members to continue raising
awareness about the urgency of
Right to Farm. Talk with a farmer
or rancher. It is worth noting
that Right to Farm will protect all
farming operations of all sizes.
Even our urban farmers who have
one- and four-acre farms will have
protection to choose their farming
— Tom Buchanan practices within the confines of the
current laws and regulations.
		 A new season is upon Oklahoma.
We as Oklahoma Farm Bureau have
planted seeds of protection, tended it through a legislative
session and now are looking to a November harvest with a
watchful eye. Vote yes to State Question 777 on November 8,
2016, and help ensure Oklahoma’s agricultural legacy will thrive
and flourish for generations to come.

As Oklahoma Farm
Bureau, it is our
responsibility to take
a proactive step in
protecting those who
produce food, fiber
and fuel for not only
Oklahomans but for
our nation.
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INSURANCE MATTERS
Members first
By Gary Buckner
Executive Vice President and General Manager
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company

wenty years go by in just a blink of an eye. I can say
that with firsthand experience because I have had the
wonderful opportunity to serve our members for more than 20
years. Yet, in the six short months I have served as executive
vice president and general manager for Oklahoma Farm Bureau
and Affiliated Companies, I have witnessed several exciting
changes and initiatives for a
company with such a
storied past.
These changes revolve
around our main focus:
our members. We want to
continue to bring the highest
value and service to our
members. We want to bring
insurance products that will
not only protect you in times
of disaster, but also in times
of new beginnings, like a new
car or home. Being an OKFB
member is an elite status and
our goal is for our products
to reflect that status. Many
of these changes will not necessarily be seen instantly, but are
changes that are preparing Oklahoma Farm Bureau for some of
its brightest days to come.
However, some changes will be visible. Soon, we will roll
out a new website with many new helpful features, such as
new payment methods, an agent locator and the ability to pay
member dues. In addition to offering a fresh design to make
navigation easier, these features will ultimately make our
members’ online experience quicker and more efficient.
Our claims department continues to set the bar for excellence.
OKFB Vice President of Claims Merry Randazzo believes the
golden rule is paramount when helping our members during the

claims process. Our own insurance commissioner has shared
on various occasions that Oklahoma Farm Bureau sets the “gold
standard” for claims service.
OKFB agents are the boots-on-the-ground support in your
communities. We’re the largest domestic insurance company
in the state of Oklahoma, devotedly serving our members
in all 77 counties. I was
proud to learn that in a
recent survey, 55 percent
of our members said
the relationship with
their agents is the most
important when buying
insurance. This feedback
speaks volumes of our
agency force of more
than 165 agents and their
dedication to providing
the standard in insurance
services. Our members also
told us that more than 70
— Gary Buckner
percent have been members
with OKFB for at least 11
years and more than half of our respondents would recommend
OKFB insurance to others. Responses such as these will help
further shape changes and initiatives for OKFB as we continue
to grow.
I’m excited to continue dedicatedly serving our members in
my new role, and look forward to embarking on a new era for
Oklahoma Farm Bureau.

We want to continue to bring
the highest value and service
to our members. We want
to bring insurance products
that will not only protect you
in times of disaster, but also
in times of new beginnings,
like a new car or home.
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BRAND NEWS
New voices
By Becky Samples
Vice President of Strategic Corporate Communications
Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies
s you may have read in our “Insurance Matters” column,
there have been many changes at Oklahoma Farm Bureau.
Many are changes that you can’t see, but are foundational
initiatives to continue to strengthen our federation and
insurance companies. There are also new names and faces that
you might have already noticed in reading Oklahoma Country, on
our website, or through social media.
I stepped into the role of vice president of communications
for Oklahoma Farm Bureau and Affiliated Companies in January
and made strengthening our communications team a priority
so that we may better serve our
members in our rural and urban
areas. Dustin Mielke continues to
be our stalwart communications
director. In his tenure, Dustin has
cultivated lasting and meaningful
relationships with members. His
eye behind the lens has shed
light on farming and ranching to
audiences who don’t often readily
see the agriculture’s impact. I
am excited that Dustin’s unique
storytelling abilities will have
more opportunities to share local
member stories across our state.
In May, Clarissa Walton joined our communications team as a
communications specialist. Clarissa is a third-generation OKFB
member who proudly communicates important member news
through several media outlets. Several of the stories, including
one of our feature stories about food insecurity in Oklahoma,
was authored by Clarissa.
Shortly after Clarissa joined OKFB, Jeff Canton came on board
as our brand specialist. Jeff’s graphic design talents help tell our
members’ stories through graphics and pictures where words
cannot easily communicate.
Why are these changes important to our members? Simply
to better tell OKFB’s story to not only our rural population,
but also our urban areas. OKFB not only protects our members
when disaster strikes, but also protects the livelihoods of our
farming and ranching members, which ultimately allows all
Oklahomans to enjoy safe, affordable and healthy food, fiber,
and fuel.
Our team will be working in the coming months with our
Public Policy Division to spread awareness about State Question

777, or the Right to Farm, which will appear on the general
election ballot in November. This ballot initiative is the result
of a proactive step that our Oklahoma family farmers and
ranchers are taking to protect agriculture and to continue to
feed Oklahomans and our nation.
It is important to protect agriculture from outside animal
rights and environmental activists who threaten the
livelihoods of many of our members. This land is our land and
our Oklahoman farmers have been cultivating it for many
generations. We believe in thoughtful regulations that protect
the land and the animals, but
now we are threatened with
thoughtless, emotion-based
tactics. You will hear language
about corporate farming that is
simply not true. More than 98
percent of farms and ranches in
Oklahoma are family owned and
operated. Moreover, as you will
read in our feature story, food
insecurity is a very real issue here
in Oklahoma. I urge you to learn
more about Right to Farm and vote
— Becky Samples yes on November 8, 2016.
		 Beyond our work in support
of Right to Farm, our team is busily working on several projects.
This November’s state convention marks the kick-off for
our 75th anniversary year, and our team will be working on
several initiatives in preparation for the celebration. We’re also
working with our Information Systems Department to redesign
both the insurance and federation websites. We have a great
communications team and I am confident that our members
will soon reap the benefits of their expertise.
I look forward to leading our communications staff in our
primary objective: to continue to strengthen Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and Affiliated Companies as the voice of agriculture for
generations to come.

Why are these changes
important to our
members? Simply to
better tell OKFB's story
to not only our rural
population but also our
urban areas.
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Got posts?
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Brought to you by
Oklahoma Farm Bureau
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by viewing livevideoon
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Introducingg iSeeVideo.

No equipment charge,no installation charge,no activation fee
on Base Gemini P801 System above This system includes a control panel

No equipment charge, no installation charge, no activation
fee on Base Gemini P801 System above. This system includes a
control panel, keypad, 2 door sensors plus a motion detector, siren
& full service warranty. Monitoring is required. Plus, Farm Bureau
members get $200 to use toward additional equipment. The fee is
$24.95 per month. For more information visit: tscsecurity.com

•
•
•
•

Check your home while on
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fencepostdriver.com
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Check your property when
you are gone.

866 321-4177

iSeeVideo can email video
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COMMODITY CORNER
Watermelon
Did you know watermelon is Oklahoma’s state vegetable?
There are more than

300

In 2015, Oklahoma produced

13,500
lbs

of fresh-market
watermelons per acre

UP

varieties of

123%

WATERMELON

FROM
2010

including yellow and orange

Oklahoma’s five-year average production for watermelon is

34.7 MILLION lbs
which is equal to

servings*

Every year since 1948, Rush Springs has hosted one of the most popular
festivals in the state. The Rush Springs Watermelon Festival includes activities
such as watermelon exhibits, stage shows, a tiny tots contest, a free watermelon
feed, a carnival and arts and crafts fair. Each year, a watermelon queen is chosen to
travel Oklahoma and north Texas promoting the festival. Rush Springs estimates
about 30,000 visitors attend the festival each year. More than 50,000 pounds of
watermelons are purchased from melon growers in the area. In 2012, Mike and Mily
Miller set the all-time record of largest watermelon with a 214 pound melon, which
equals 634 servings* ! Want to see it for yourself? Attend this year’s festival Aug. 13.
*- a serving is 1-cup diced or 5.4 oz

Want a unique way to serve watermelon? Check out the Watermelon Rind Pickles recipe in
the Country Kitchen section (p. 50), featured by the National Watermelon Promotion Board.
10 — Oklahoma Country

Source: USDA NASS

102.8 MILLION

Farming is a business of uncertainty,
but here’s something you can count on.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or lease
of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year. From
the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting 2 full-size pickup in America, rest
assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.
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ALTUS
WILMES CHEVROLET BUICK GMC
580-482-4866
www.wilmeschevrolet.net
ARDMORE
BRAD FENTON SUPER STORE
580-223-4300
www.thinkbradfentongm.com
BARTLESVILLE
PATRIOT GMC-HYUNDAI
918-333-8010
www.gopatriotauto.com

CHANDLER
RANDY BOWEN CHEVROLET GMC,
INC.
405-258-0055
www.randybowenchevrolet.com
DURANT
STUTEVILLE CHEVROLET
580-920-1800
www.stutevillechevrolet.com
ENID
NORTHCUTT CHEVROLET BUICK
580-234-5171
northcuttchevybuicktoyota.com
HINTON
WHEELER CHEVROLET
405-542-3008
www.wheelerchevy.com

KINGFISHER
DOBRINSKI CHEVROLET, BUICK GMC
405-375-3155
www.DOBRINSKI.COM

PONCA CITY
PEMBERTON, INC.
580-765-5595
www.pembertonchevrolet.com

OKEENE
DOBRINSKI CHEVROLET, INC
580-822-4455
www.DOBRINSKI.COM

PRYOR
ROBERTS AUTO CENTER
918-825-5410
www.pryorautodealer.com

PAULS VALLEY
SETH WADLEY BUICK GMC CADILLAC
405-238-9681
www.sethwadleygmccadillacbuick.com

PURCELL
WADE HIGGINS CHEVROLET
BUICK GMC
405-527-6565

PERRY
VANCE CHEVROLET GMC BUICK
580-336-2273
www.vancechevy.com/
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LINCOLN TO LOCAL

Glimmers of hope,
despite all the gloom
rom February through May, the entire state of Oklahoma
seemed to have a cloud of doom hanging over its head. With
a $1.3 billion budget shortfall and a downed economy, positivity
was hard to find at the state Capitol and throughout the state.
Fortunately, the second session of the 55th Oklahoma
Legislature brought a few glimmers of hope for farmers and
ranchers. As state legislators examined every inch of the
state budget, they stayed away from sales tax exemptions on
agricultural inputs. Agriculture chalked up several wins during
a legislative session that saw gridlock amongst contentious
issues and revenue shortfalls.

Aquifer storage and recovery
As farmers and ranchers know all too well, an adequate supply
of water can make or break the agriculture industry. State
legislators this year took another step to help prepare Oklahoma
for future droughts by passing SB 1219.
The bill, authored by Sen. Eddie Fields and Rep. John Pfeiffer,
allows the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to create rules
for aquifer storage and recovery. Utilized across the country,
the technology captures excess water and pumps it back into
underground aquifers for use at a later time. Many Oklahoma
farmers and ranchers, especially in the panhandle, rely on
groundwater to irrigate crops. The ability to restore those
aquifers in periods of heavy rain will prove invaluable.

Commercial driver's licenses for
H-2A workers
Last year, a Federal Motor Carriers Administration rule change
prohibited the Oklahoma Department of Public Safety from
issuing non-domiciled commercial driver’s licenses. Temporary
agricultural workers on an H-2A visa would not have access to a
CDL, which would have hindered their ability to harvest crops.
12 — Oklahoma Country

SB 1018, authored by Sen. Mike Schulz and Rep. Harold
Wright, allows DPS to again issue non-domiciled CDLs, allowing
the H-2A workers to drive trucks and help farmers get crops to
the market.

Cattle theft penalties
Cattle theft has a huge impact on farmers and ranchers across
Oklahoma. But current state statutes addressing cattle theft
were originally written in the 1930s, and had not recently been
updated to align with the increase in cattle prices.
Rep. John Pfeiffer, a cattle rancher himself, authored and
passed HB 2504 alongside Sen. Ron Justice to update those state
statutes to fit today’s market. The bill increases the fine for
cattle theft to three times the value of the animals stolen, up
to $500,000. In addition, each animal stolen will constitute a
separate offense.

Feral hogs
A bill that would have allowed landowners to remove feral
hogs any time of day without a permit passed the House and
Senate, but was vetoed by Gov. Mary Fallin. In the place of SB
1142, Fallin issued an executive order requiring the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation to expedite the issuance
of permits, and also develop rules that:
• allow landowners to remove feral hogs on their property
at night with the use of night-vision equipment, off-road
vehicles, and handheld or vehicle-mounted headlights;
• require private landowners to provide advance notice to game
wardens when attempting to remove feral swine;
• and explain how to access information on feral hog
eradication.
Located in all 77 Oklahoma counties, feral hogs are an
invasive species causing millions of dollars in damage to farms,
ranches, public and private property, ecosystems, and motorists.

Courtesy of OKAgPolicy

For more information, contact:

Right to Farm
This issue of Oklahoma Country heavily focuses on the upcoming
State Question 777, or the Right to Farm. If passed by Oklahoma
voters in November, the measure will give all Oklahoma farmers
and ranchers the constitutional right to farm and ranch.
A few years ago, OKFB members made Right to Farm a priority
after seeing other states around the country pass legislation
that restricts the agricultural industry. OKFB took it to the
state Capitol and passed it as HJR 1012 during the 2015
legislative session, bringing Right to Farm to a vote of the
people Nov. 8, 2016.
The future of Oklahoma agriculture – the state’s secondleading industry – largely depends on the outcome of SQ 777.
Oklahomans should dictate the state’s agriculture practices, not
radical activist groups. OKFB is committed to educating fellow
Oklahomans about the importance of the Right to Farm, and
won’t stop until the election is over. Help us protect our farmers
and ranchers: vote YES on SQ 777! Have questions? Feel free to
give the OKFB Public Policy team a call.

Elections
Each and every year, Oklahomans become further removed from
the farm and so do lawmakers. The individuals elected to office
have the potential to impact Oklahoma’s farms, ranches and its
future. Electing individuals that will support the priorities of
the agricultural industry is vital, so make sure to do research
before heading to the polls. And then most importantly? Go to
the polls! Every voice matters, so go vote and make yours heard.
The OKAgFund, OKFB’s political action committee, has
researched all candidates for state offices. To learn more about
the candidates, contact the Public Policy team.

Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Public Policy Department
405.530.2681
Interested in agricultural policy?
Check out OKAgPolicy:
www.okagpolicy.org

/OKAgPolicy

@OKAgPolicy

OKAgPolicy
Sign up for OKAgPolicy Today, a daily
e-newsletter with the latest agricultural
policy headlines, by visiting
www.okagpolicy.org/okagpolicy-today/.
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our
PROTECT

FARMS

by

Hannah Nemecek

photos

Dustin Mielke

Oklahoma family farmers and ranchers produce the food and fiber that feeds and clothes the world.
But now more than ever, out-of-state groups want to dictate the rural way of life. Oklahoma voters can
ensure the future of the family farm by passing State Question 777, also known as the Right to Farm.

CARRA CROW STOOD ON THE EDGE OF A FIELD underneath
vivid blue skies holding her 4-month-old son, Owen. As she
gazed upon the lush, straight rows of onions, squash, tomatoes
and other vegetables, she spoke of her passion for producing food.
Carra and her husband, Brandon Crow, own Crow Farms with
his parents in Pottawatomie County, Oklahoma. The couple
both grew up producing fruits and vegetables on family farms.
Looking at her son, Carra’s eyes filled with tears at the
possibility that he might not have the same opportunity as she
and her husband.
“I’ve been in agriculture all my life,” the young mother said.
“To think somebody could come in and pass a law and change
that is really, really scary.”
Around 120 miles southwest of the Crows, Dell Farris stands
in a picturesque pasture surrounded by lowing cattle bellying
up to a feed trough. As a young farmer just returning to the
family’s farming operation, Farris is concerned about his future
on his family’s farm.
A fourth-generation farmer and rancher, Farris raises cattle
and grows wheat and hay with his father and grandfather in
Stephens County, Oklahoma.
“The more government overreach and the more restrictions
that come upon us, the more it weeds the little guy out,”
Farris said.
And out in western Oklahoma where the trees of the Farris
farm give way to rolling wheat fields and long fencerows, fifthgeneration farmer Brittany Krehbiel is worried generations six
and seven will not have the choice to come back to the farm as
she did.
The 20-year-old Krehbiel, along with her mother and
grandparents, grows seed wheat, peanuts, milo and canola, and
raises a commercial sheep herd.
“Right now, neighbors move in and have opinions on what
you do with your land, what you do with your water, and how
you treat your animals,” Krehbiel said.

Whether large or small, whether beginning or multigenerational, or whether located in eastern or western
Oklahoma, family farmers and ranchers across the state are
concerned about the future.
Why? Amongst the sprawling dirt roads and picturesque
fields, what could possibly pose a problem for Oklahoma’s
farm families?
The challenges do not come from the fields, the pastures
or the livestock these farmers and ranchers have cultivated,
harvested and nurtured for generations; rather, their livelihoods
are threatened by animal rights and environmental activists
that continue to lobby for legislation that changes how farmers
and ranchers operate. The legislation usually is based on fear
and emotion, rather than science and fact.
Oklahoma’s family farmers and ranchers feed and clothe the
world. But as more regulations are placed on them, it becomes
harder to produce a safe, abundant and affordable food supply.
To help ease their fears, family farmers and ranchers across
the state have joined together to ask their fellow Oklahomans
for protection. State Question 777, also dubbed the Right to
Farm, is a state constitutional amendment set to appear on the
November 2016 election ballot.
The measure, which overwhelmingly passed the state
legislature in 2015 as HJR 1012, will give all Oklahoma farmers
and ranchers a constitutional right to farm and ranch.
By providing this constitutional protection, Oklahoma voters
can ensure family farmers and ranchers will continue putting
food on tables across the state and around the world.

PROTECT FAMILY FARMS

As a young farmer, Krehbiel has seen firsthand the struggles
Oklahoma’s family farmers face. Whether it is late nights on
a combine during harvest or early mornings checking on the
family’s sheep, she knows the effort required to grow food in
Oklahoma.
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NEW TECHNOLOGIES

have helped the Crow's family farm grow better produce for their
customers. The Crow family said the Right to Farm would protect
their ability to use new techniques and varieties that help them
better serve their customers.

FIVE GENERATIONS

of the Krehbiel family have farmed the CaddoCounty fields. Brittany hopes to pass on to
generation six some day – and she believes SQ
777 will ensure the next generation will have
the same opportunities as those before her.

“Keeping Oklahoma’s family farms – neighbors working
together to produce a food supply – is important,” she said.
She takes pride in carrying on the family tradition, and
although young, Krehbiel looks forward to passing it on to her
children, too.
“I would love nothing more than to come home and be on the
farm and raise the next generations that fall in love with the
farm like I have,” she said.
Because they live and work on the farm every day, family
farmers know how to care for the land, the animals and the
crops, Brandon Crow said.
“We care about the environment. We want to treat our land
well and take care of it,” he said. “We know how to do that best.”
Krehbiel, whose family has farmed the same piece of land for
five generations, was taught the ins and outs of the farm by her
father and grandfather.
“At the end of the day, I have four generations in front of me
who have learned how to take care of the land I’m on,” Krehbiel
said. “SQ 777 makes sure we still have that choice, we can still
do what’s best for the land, what’s best for the animals, what’s
best for us as the producer, and what’s best for the consumer
down the road.”
But family farms are threatened by unnecessary government
interventions, Farris said.
“If State Question 777 doesn’t pass, it may not be in my
lifetime or my child’s lifetime, but someday you’ll wake up and
it’ll only be corporate farms,” he said.
New laws or regulations often bring large costs to family
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farmers and ranchers not only in money, but also in time, Farris
said. Because of their size, corporate farms can absorb costs
more easily than modern family farms.
For this reason, SQ 777 will protect family farms and ranches,
rather than corporate farms, Farris said.
Krehbiel said consumers feel better buying food from a
family farm.
“People like the idea that their food comes from a family,”
Krehbiel said. “More times than not, it already does.”

PROTECT LOCAL CONTROL

Without SQ 777, farmers will not be able to make business
decisions themselves, Farris said.
“If we become a corporate farming industry, I won’t be out
here making my own decisions,” he said. “I’ll be getting a phone
call from a guy somewhere far off saying, ‘Today’s the day to
bale hay, today’s the day to plant wheat.’”
His family works together daily, Farris said, visiting about
the timing of fieldwork and the needs and requirements of the
family’s cattle herd.
“We know this country, we know this land, and we know our
cattle,” Farris said. “We know what’s best for them. There’s no
ifs, ands, or buts. We’re out there every day with them. We need
to keep it local, and keep it in our hands.”
Krehbiel said it is dangerous for people removed from
agriculture to make decisions about her farm, as every choice
made for the farm today will affect her farm in the future.
“They don’t know how much water I have, or how much

AROUND HERE,

THE LAND AND THE CATTLE COME
FIRST AND WE COME SECOND.
I WAS GRILLED AT A YOUNG AGE THAT

IF YOU TAKE CARE OF THE LAND AND
TAKE CARE OF THE CATTLE,

THEY’LL TAKE CARE OF YOU.
- Dell Farris

nitrogen is in the soil, or how much potassium I need to add
to the soil,” Krehbiel said. “Being able to make that decision
here on the farm protects my ability to put seeds in the ground
next year.”

PROTECT NEW TECHNOLOGY

Some of those decisions on the farm include using everadvancing technologies, which make farmers and ranchers more
efficient and environmentally-friendly today than they’ve ever
been, Farris said.
“In the last 30 years, with technology and improvements, we’re
probably the greenest industry in the state,” Farris said.
In running a smaller farm, Brandon Crow said he relies on
genetically modified crops to increase yields, reduce pesticide
use, and save money.
“As small farmers, genetically modified crops help us,” he
said. “We use less diesel because we’re making fewer trips
around the field, and it keeps us from using more pesticides.”
Along with farmers, Carra Crow said consumers also benefit
from genetically modified crops. For example, the Crows’
genetically modified corn crop contains a natural protein that
kills corn earworms.
“Genetically modified corn provides our consumer with a
better-quality product,” she said. “Nobody wants to eat a corn
earworm, or eat an ear where there’s only a few rows of corn
because a corn earworm has eaten the rest.”
SQ 777 will protect technology today, as well as technology
invented in the future, Krehbiel said.

“A lot of the technology I’m going to use in 20 years hasn’t
even been dreamed up,” she said. “Without 777, it never will
be dreamed up because it’ll be illegal. That’s not a good option
for farmers or consumers, because you’re cheating yourself out
of food.”
With the global population expected to reach 9 billion people
by 2050, Krehbiel said farmers also will rely on technology to
provide enough food for the world.
Banning technology, like genetically modified crops, will take
food off tables, Krehbiel said.
“By taking away bushels that are produced, you’re taking away
a loaf of bread from somebody who really needs it, somebody
who’s hungry, somebody who doesn’t have enough food at
home,” Krehbiel said. “Ultimately, you’re changing the lives of
hungry kids all over this country and all over the world.”
Limiting new technology not only restricts the family farmer,
but also determines the food the consumer finds at the grocery
store and in restaurants, Krehbiel said.

PROTECT CONSUMER CHOICE

In 2008, California voters approved a ballot initiative mandating
all eggs produced and sold in the state to be cage-free. The
measure forced the price of eggs in the state to skyrocket,
Krehbiel said.
“I’m not against cage-free, I’m not against GMO-free, and I’m
not against organic because somewhere there’s a farmer that’s
growing them and they need a job just like I do,” Krehbiel said.
“But at the same time, you have to have another option because
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there are people who can’t afford cage-free.
“Somewhere in Oklahoma, there’s a kid scraping together
money to go buy food. I can guarantee you they don’t care if
their eggs are cage-free; they want food.”
SQ 777 will maintain the consumer’s right to choose the food
they eat, Krehbiel said.
“We want to protect all farmers,” she said. “We want to protect
the choice Oklahomans have when they go to the grocery store.”
Brandon Crow also said he wants to protect Oklahoma’s
food supply.
“Let’s keep food abundant, safe and cheap,” Brandon Crow
said. “If you pass more regulations, it just makes it harder for
us to produce, which in turn could make it more expensive. We
have a safe, abundant food supply here in this country. Let’s
keep it that way.”

PROTECT OKLAHOMA’S HERITAGE

Family farmers and ranchers simply are asking Oklahoma
voters to let them continue doing what they have always done –
produce a safe and affordable food supply, Farris said.
“Oklahoma is rich in the agricultural industry,” Farris said.
“We’d like to preserve that. The Right to Farm maintains the
hope and the future for the next generation.
“If SQ 777 passes, we would not do anything different than
what we’re already doing,” he said. “We’d be using the best
quality practices that we know, and as always, we’d be looking
for ways to improve on ourselves. We have a system and we’ve
got it down.”

INTERESTED IN MORE INFORMATION
ON STATE QUESTION 777?

VISIT WWW.OKLAHOMARIGHTTOFARM.COM.

RAISING FOOD AND FIBER

is a commitment Brittany Krehbiel says her family takes seriously.
The passage of SQ 777 will ensure that any new regulations placed on
Oklahoma farmers are necessary, and current laws will not be affected.

THE FARRIS FAMILY

works together to make the best choices for their farm's land and
animals. Dell Farris said farmers understand what's best for their
land since they live and work on it every day.

WE'RE IN TOUCH

WITH WHAT'S GOING ON
ON THE LAND.
WE'RE JUST TRYING

TO PRODUCE A

SAFE, GOOD CROP.
- Brandon Crow
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 250 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com
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FORWARD FOUNDATION
Embrace Diversity – Support Choice: Food Affordability
By Amanda Rosholt
Director of Fundraising and Public Relations for the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation
recent study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Economic Research Service set out to determine what
price premiums consumers are paying for organic foods
and whether those premiums are declining over time. Its
conclusion? All organic products studied were more costly than
their nonorganic counterparts, and the premium was more
than 20 percent for every product studied except spinach. Price
premiums for organic products in the study ranged from 7
percent for fresh spinach to 82 percent for eggs.
According to the Nutrition Business Journal, total sales for
organic food were just under $11.5 billion in 2004, climbing to
an estimated $35 billion in 2014. It is a growing market in
which Oklahoma farmers and ranchers are free to choose
to participate.
Many consumers have an opportunity to vote with their
dollar by purchasing organic or traditionally-grown food
products according to their taste and personal preference.
However, we cannot ignore the ones who don’t. The concern
lies in the fact that one in six Oklahomans are food insecure
or unsure from where their next meal will come. Many others
choose not to pay a premium for food products that differ only

*Donations are tax deductible
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in the methods used to produce them.
“There isn’t much difference between organic and
conventional foods if you’re an adult and making a decision
based solely on your health,” said Dena Bravata, MD, MS, and
senior author of a paper comparing the nutrition of organic
and non-organic foods, published in the Annals of Internal
Medicine.
California’s Proposition 2 and Vermont’s GMO labeling law
provide two current examples of legislatures taking steps to
limit food choice in other states. At the same time, we have seen
retailers begin to limit choices as well. In mid-March, Whole
Foods, a well-recognized natural and organic food retailer,
announced it will begin replacing faster-growing poultry breeds
with slower-growing varieties. The shift is expected to increase
the broiler time to market by 23 percent – a cost that could not
be absorbed by most producers and will ultimately be passed on
to consumers.
Keeping low-cost food options available is more than a matter
of convenience. Providing affordable options for all Oklahomans
is a moral obligation that farmers and ranchers in our state take
very seriously.

Farm Credit
of Western
Oklahoma Makes
Donation
he Oklahoma Farming and
Ranching Foundation is proud
to recognize Farm Credit of Western
Oklahoma as Diamond level supporters.
“I will never lose sight of the impact
that agriculture has on the landscape
of the American economy," said John
Grunewald, president and CEO of
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma.
“Our organization is committed to
protecting and promoting production
agriculture and our partnership with
the foundation is an important step in
that direction.”
“We are so grateful for Farm Credit of
Western Oklahoma's continued support
of this foundation and its programs.
As one of our founding members,
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma
has demonstrated their ongoing
commitment to serving agriculturalists
and rural Oklahomans," said Jeramy
Rich, foundation president. “John
Grunewald provides outstanding
leadership as treasurer of the
Oklahoma Farming and Ranching
Foundation Board of Directors on
behalf of Farm Credit of Western
Oklahoma.”
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma
serves the interests of farmers,
ranchers and rural businesses with
seven branches in central and western
Oklahoma – Guymon, Alva, Woodward,
Elk City, Anadarko, Clinton and Tuttle.
Established by Congress in 1916,
the Farm Credit System is one of the
nation’s oldest financial institutions
created to provide a dependable source
of financing for agricultural purposes
and rural housing. The Farm Credit
system is the only major agricultural
lender owned by its borrowers, which
ensures access to reasonably priced
credit in good times and in bad.

The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm
and your neighbors farms all year long.
Today, membership can save you up to $500 on
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

ADA
HISLE BROTHERS INC.
580-332-8453
www.hislebrothers.com
CHICKASHA
BOB LOWE FARM
MACHINERY INC.
405-224-6500
lowefarm.com
KREMLIN
ZALOUDEK
MACHINERY CO.
580-874-2211

Iowa Farm Bureau Spokes,2:$)$50%85($8632.(60$1

Print your certificate today!*
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH
*A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must
be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery
to receive the incentive discount. Farm Bureau Members can
download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. Not a Farm
Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.

PO Box 670
Iowa Falls, IA 50126
800-798-2691

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC
under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

Call
The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals…. AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the excavation. The company
will respond to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America’s Farmers and Ranchers. No matter if you’re deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning
or moving heavy loads. Understanding what’s below ground will help you DIG SAFELY

www.call811.com

www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

CALL 811
BEFORE
YOU DIG,
EVERY
TIME!!!
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CONSIDER THE BENEFITS
Home improvement
Summer is the perfect time to check off some of those home improvement tasks on your to-do list! No matter if your project is big or
small, Oklahoma Farm Bureau member benefits can make your home improvement wish list a little easier on your wallet. From fixing
storage problems to buying new appliances, our benefits package helps OKFB members to save money on a wide range of projects. To
learn more about membership benefits, visit www.okfarmbureau.org.

5
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1

Farm Bureau Insurance

6

OKFB Insurance offers many lines of insurance coverage to members, including home, farm,
auto, mobile home, crop, commercial, boat, life, health, disability, long-term care, annuities,
mutual funds and estate planning.

Farm Bureau Bank

Need a loan for all of your home improvement tasks? Check out Farm Bureau Bank for
checking, loans, CDs, money markets, credit cards and more.
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Gold Buckle Construction
Is storage a problem in your house? Or maybe you need a chain link fence for your new pet? Gold Buckle Construction
offers Oklahoma Farm Bureau members a 10% discount on construction services, including metal buildings, sheds,
welding, pasture fencing, game fencing, pipe fencing, chain link fencing, privacy fencing, metal roofing and custom
projects.

Grainger
Need to add some power tools to your home improvement toolbox? As an Oklahoma Farm Bureau member, you can
get your 10% or more discount off the Grainger general catalog “each” price.
Save even more on the following items:
30% - motors and electrical
25% - cleaning consumables and janitorial supplies; plumbing pipe, valves and fittings; worker safety equipment,
hand tools and welding
20% - outdoor equipment, power tools and facility safety

AT&T
Is your house digital? Now it can be! AT&T Digital Life allows you to stay connected to your home from anywhere at
anytime. Secure your home, check in on the kids or pets and adjust the thermostat on the go. Apply the OKFB discount
to your plan today!
TSC Security
Want to upgrade your security in case of a burglary? TSC Security will install a home security system at no cost in any
OKFB member’s home in exchange for a three-year monitoring service agreement. Members also receive $200 to use
toward the purchase of additional equipment.

5

6

M. Rhodes Company
How’s your house siding holding up? M. Rhodes Company gives members a 33% discount from nationally published
prices on an applied basis on ALCOA steel or vinyl siding.

Office Depot
Do you want a home office in which you’ll actually want to work? Members can now receive savings of up to 80% on
office supplies from Office Depot. Shop online or visit the nearest Office Depot location.
Sam’s Club
Have you been eyeing the newest electronics? Want to find patio furniture? Decorate your home? As an OKFB member,
you can find special offers and savings through Sam’s Club.
Sears Commercial
Need new appliances? Sears Commercial offers OKFB members special discount pricing on everyday products for the
home, including kitchen and laundry appliances, gas grills, televisions, window air conditioners, hot water heaters,
Craftsman Tools and so much more! View product lines available at discount prices at www.searscommercial.com.
Global Home, USA
Want to make sure you’re protected if something happens to your new home appliances? Global Home, USA offers
members a variety of home warranty programs to help cover the repair and/or replacement costs of home appliances,
major systems such as heating and cooling, and other components of a home not normally covered by a homeowner’s
insurance policy.
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hungry
TOO

Pederson, a farmer and sixth-grade teacher, has a frontrow seat when it comes to child hunger in her classroom.
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agnificent fields filled with
golden wheat ready for
harvest wave in the Oklahoma
wind. Just a few miles away, there is a
picturesque scene of a cattle herd grazing
on green pasture as streaks of yellow,
pink and red light up the sky just minutes
before sunset.
Yet among those fields laden with
nourishment, one out of every four
children struggles with food insecurity
every day. In fact, Oklahoma is
considered one of the hungriest states
in the nation, even though our state
produces 3.22 billion pounds of meat
and 933 million eggs, annually. While
Oklahoma is ranked as one of the highest
producing states in the nation of winter
wheat, pecans, rye, grain sorghum and
peanuts, tens of thousands of children go
to bed hungry each night.
In the small northern Oklahoma town
of Burlington, which sits surrounded
by miles of crop-producing fields, Terry
Pederson sees first-hand the struggle
of childhood hunger in her rural school
district. As a sixth-grade teacher at
Burlington Public Schools, she has
witnessed the food insecurity problem
grow in the small community over
the years.
“You used to see it occasionally, but
nothing like today,” Pederson said.
Even though child hunger is not as
prominent in her area as some urban
areas, Pederson said families who

struggle to provide food for their children certain students have a difficult time
are faced with limited resources to obtain
focusing on class material.
adequate nutrition.
“If a kid is hungry, he’s thinking, ‘Am
“It’s a big problem if anyone has to deal
I going to get supper tonight?’” Pederson
said. “He’s not thinking about his work.”
with that,” she said.
Studies show the effects of long-term
A strong farm economy and good oil
hunger in children increases their risk
prices in years past have helped pump
of homelessness,
income into small,
chronic health
rural towns and
problems,
school districts,
We know there's so much
psychiatric distress,
providing more
more potential in our
behavior issues and
financial resources
students than they
low self-esteem.
and opportunities
produce, but they're
With her years of
for area families.
hungry and sometimes
teaching experience,
However, with the
their nutritional needs are
Pederson can easily
recent oil and gas
not being met.
recognize the signs
downturn, coupled
— Terry Pederson
of food insecurity
with softening farm
in students.
commodity and
cattle prices, rural
“Those are the
hunger
is
an
ever-looming
reality for
kids that, as soon as they get off the bus,
they’re in the cafeteria and they are there more families.
until they have to be in class,” she said.
When Pederson is not teaching in the
Pederson has experienced the negative
classroom, she is out in the field helping
on her family’s farm. Because she has
effect of food insecurity on young
direct contact with agriculture, she has a
children in their classroom performance.
unique perspective on food insecurity.
“We know there’s so much more
potential in our students than they
“As a farmer and a teacher, I see how
produce, but they’re hungry and
the food we produce on the farm can feed
sometimes their nutritional needs are
hungry children in Oklahoma and around
not being met,” she said. “Mondays are
the world,” Pederson said.
usually a real struggle. You can see in
Every harvest, she thinks about the
their athletics, those particular kids, they irony of having bountiful crops and
lag behind a little bit because they aren’t
livestock surrounding families who are
as strong.”
unable to afford food.
In addition to a child’s personal
“Here we’ve got this protein and yet
challenges, teaching also can be
we’ve got kids and families who struggle,”
significantly more difficult because
she said. “We’re producing food and
trying to produce food that’s inexpensive
for them. Where else in the world are
you going to find cheaper food? And yet

ytolearn

TWO OKLAHOMA SCHOOL TEACHERS PAINT A COMMON PICTURE OF CHILD HUNGER IN THE CLASSROOM.

story by clarissa walton | photos by dustin mielke
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Julie McQueen, a kindergarten
teacher at Western Heights
Public Schools, has a passion for
helping food-insecure students.
there’s still people who can’t afford to
feed their families good nutritious food
every meal.”
About 144 miles away, the waving
fields of wheat give way to the urban
corridors surrounding downtown
Oklahoma City. The grim reality of
food insecurity becomes more visible
at schools like Western Heights Public
Schools, an independent school district
located on the southwest side of
Oklahoma City.
Julie McQueen, a kindergarten teacher
at one of the elementary schools, is
a witness to the significant toll food
insecurity takes on her students. Ninetynine percent of the 3,600 students at
Western Heights receive free or reducedprice lunches.
“For most of the students, breakfast
and lunch are the only meals they can
count on for that day,” McQueen said.
Food is rarely taken for granted in her
class, she said.
“It’s one of those hierarchy of needs,”
McQueen said. “You’ve got to be fed,
you’ve got to have shelter, and you’ve got
to feel safe.”
The teachers at Western Heights,
including McQueen, do their best to care
for the children by generously offering
whatever they can to those in need.
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“If they come in hungry, even if we’ve
these students are experiencing.
got our morning work going on, that’s not
“At least I know they’re in good hands
their fault they missed breakfast,” she
when they’re with me,” she said. “That’s
said. “So I let them take time off their
all I can be in control of.”
morning work to have some crackers or
One of the most contributing factors
some fruit gummies, or anything else
in child hunger is the parents’ ability
on hand.”
to afford nutritional food. Restrictive
agricultural legislation has already
Food insecurity frequently affects the
increased food prices in some states.
academic and athletic performance of
McQueen’s students, much like those
For example, the price of eggs
Pederson has seen in rural Oklahoma.
skyrocketed upon the approval
of Proposition Two in California,
“How well are you going to do
which created new
anything else if you’re
requirements for
hungry?” McQueen
livestock housing and
said. “I mean, I’m not
It's one of those
resulted in fewer egg
impoverished by any
hierarchy of needs.
producers who were able
means, but when I
You've got to be fed,
to sell eggs in the state.
get hungry, I might
you've got to have
In fact, the increased
get cranky or get a
shelter and you've
price was 35 times
headache, and I’m not
got to feel safe.
higher than the overall
going to perform well
— Julie McQueen
inflation rate, according
in anything else
to a study from Cornell
I’m doing.”
University.
When students come
to school hungry, creating an effective
Farmers are concerned similar
teaching environment becomes more
legislation may appear in Oklahoma and
challenging.
only add to the state's food insecurity
problem, Pederson said.
“They have another priority on their
mind first,” she said. “Before they sit and
“It’s real important for food costs to
listen to me, they’d rather not be hungry.” remain low enough for all families to
be able to feed their families,” Pederson
After teaching for 20 years, McQueen
said. “We’ve got to take care of our kids
is saddened by just thinking about what
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because that’s our future. They’re the
ones who will be taking care of us.”
Pederson said if the price of eggs
increased, families in her area would feel
the impact.
“For kids, that’s a good, inexpensive
source of protein,” she said. “What is one
of the most important things for them to
have besides calcium? Protein.”
That is one of the reasons why farmers
need protection from regulations
developed by outside sources. State
Question 777, or the Right to Farm
amendment, provides that protection.
“The more (agricultural) regulations
you put in, the higher those costs go,”
Pederson said. “We can’t do that to our
kids to satisfy the whim of people who
don’t understand.”
Pederson said choice was the main
concern in her mind. Although some
people have the freedom of choosing
organic products, other families simply
cannot afford the elevated prices such
products command.
“If I want to buy organic, I need to
have that choice,” Pederson said. “But if
I don’t want to buy organic, I need that
choice, too.”
Even today, some farmers are
struggling to survive under restrictive
legislation and the overwhelming
workload, she said.
“People don’t want to come back to
farm,” Pederson said. “They want to do
something that’s not as stressful and
doesn’t take as many hours.”
The importance of farmers is obvious to
McQueen, who sees the need for access to
affordable food for her students in urban
Oklahoma City.
“I don’t know where we’d be without
farmers,” McQueen said.
For Pederson, farming is much more
than just a business. Her family grows
and raises food with the realization that
their actions in rural Alfalfa County
reach dinner plates around the state
and beyond.
“There’s a lot of heart that goes into
agriculture,” she said. “It’s probably, for
most farmers, why they farm. There
is that responsibility of taking care of
the land so future generations have the
capability of feeding their families and
the world.”

TOMORROW STARTS TODAY.
ADA
HISLE BROTHERS INC.
580-332-8453
www.hislebrothers.com

SALES

EDMOND
CENTRAL NEW HOLLAND INC.
EDMOND
405-341-7829
www.centralnewholland.net

EVENT

OKLAHOMA CITY
CENTRAL NEW HOLLAND INC.
OKLAHOMA CITY
866-328-3206
www.centralnewholland.net
PRYOR
CHUPP IMPLEMENT COMPANY
918-825-2044
www.chuppimplementcompany.com

0% FINANCING OR CHOOSE CASH BACK!
Being ready for tomorrow starts today. Get Ready to Roll for the season ahead with
the equipment you need. We’re offering 0% FINANCING* or CASH BACK on just
about every new model tractor, hay & forage and material handling equipment
from New Holland!

TULSA
TULSA NEW HOLAND, INC.
918-438-5665
www.tulsanewholland.com

Stop by today or visit readytoroll.newholland.com for more details. Don’t wait!
Offer ends June 30, 2016.

*For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualiﬁcation and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your
participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through June 30, 2016 at
participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America
LLC standard terms and conditions apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. Offer subject to change
or cancellation without notice. © 2016 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in
the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland Construction are trademarks in the
United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afﬁliates.
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ARDMORE
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-223-7722
www.pettitmachinery.com

HUGO
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-326-7556
www.pettitmachinery.com

DURANT
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-924-4698
www.pettitmachinery.com

PAULS VALLEY
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
405-238-3339
www.pettitmachinery.com
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NOBLE NEWS

from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

Science shows students the importance of agriculture
Microscopes, plants, a drone and eighth-graders filled the Hardy Murphy Coliseum arena.
s one group of eighth-graders squeezed a spongy strip of
wet grass, learning how plants help filter water resources
and slow down flooding and drought, another touched a sheep’s
four-chambered stomach while learning how ruminant animals,
like sheep and cattle, convert grass to muscle. Later, the
students huddled around microscopes to see the microbes that
live inside a cow’s rumen and make this conversion possible.
“It was interesting to see all the microbes from the cow’s
stomach,” said Jentri Rayburn, an eighth-grader at Plainview
Middle School. “I’m around cows a lot, so it was cool to see
what’s inside them.”
The hands-on lessons were part of the annual Science in Ag
Day, an educational event sponsored by Noble Academy, the
youth education and outreach program of The Samuel Roberts
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Noble Foundation in Ardmore, Okla.
The event, held May 4-5, 2016, was
designed to connect students with
agriculture and its importance
to nearly every facet of society
from food to the economy, while
emphasizing the role of science
and demonstrating the importance
of proper management of natural
resources.
“One hundred years ago, 40
percent of the United States
workforce was employed in
agriculture. Today, that number is

Others played the role of plant breeders and learned how to
less than 2 percent,” said Frank Hardin, Ph.D., Noble Academy
produce higher-yielding, more disease- and pest-resistant
educational outreach manager. “As each generation passes,
plants. Students also learned about wildlife habitat, the
we're appreciating agriculture less. Educating our youth,
especially concerning food production, is critical for our future.” multitude of ways agriculture shows up at a picnic from the food
to the plastics, and polymers.
Throughout the two-day event,
about 270 eighth-graders from
“Not only are they learning
Ardmore, Dickson, Oak Hall
science, it gives the students a lot
Episcopal and Plainview schools
of ideas about job opportunities
rotated among eight interactive
they didn’t know existed,” said
lessons. The lessons were taught
Cynthia Hamilton, Plainview
by Noble Foundation agricultural
Middle School counselor. “And for
consultants, researchers and
those who are familiar with the
educators specializing in each
opportunities, it reaffirms to them
topic. Each lesson discussed the
that yes, this is cool and something
practical agriculture connection
they might want to do in the
as well as the science behind it.
future.”
“It’s incredible how much
For Oak Hall students, the day
— Frank Hardin, Ph.D. even brought their latest science
science is in agriculture,” Hardin
Noble Academy's educational unit on soil erosion to life.
said, “but sometimes it’s not
outreach manager “It was great for them to get to
obvious. We want to help make
these connections for students by emphasizing the science
see how plants help prevent erosion first-hand,” said Melanie
behind agricultural practices, like plant breeding, and teaching
Williams, Oak Hall Episcopal School eighth-grade science
them the science behind agricultural processes, like how
teacher.
strawberry plants grow.”
One Oak Hall student, Zachary Bramlett, named the soil
A quadcopter buzzed overhead as part of a lesson on how
health station as his favorite.
unmanned aerial vehicles can be used to collect information
“What they learn here will aid them in their science classes
about crop health and growth. Across the arena, students line
later on in high school,” said Jacque Jones, Plainview Middle
up to plant their own strawberry plant to take home after
School eighth grade science teacher. “It’s valuable for them, and
learning the science behind vegetative reproduction in plants.
it’s great to see them having fun while they’re learning.”

One hundred years ago,
40 percent of the United
States workforce was
employed in agriculture.
Today, that number is less
than 2 percent.
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THE FASTEST GROWING PICKUP BRAND.2

1 Available on select 2015 and 2016 Chevrolet, Buick, and GMC vehicles. This offer is available with all other offers, excluding discounted pricing (military, employee, dealersh
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PRIVATE INCENTIVE

500

$

TOWARD THE PURCHASE
OR LEASE OF QUALIFYING
2015-2016 VEHICLES.1

PLUS, YOU CAN STACK THIS OFFER WITH IN-MARKET
INCENTIVES TO MAXIMIZE YOUR SAVINGS.

p employee, and supplier pricing). 2 Based on latest year-to-year sales growth.
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OKFB breaks ground on 75th Anniversary
Commemorative Courtyard

(Detach and return)

R

ALL AROUND OKLAHOMA

Yes! Please reserve my brick with my enclosed donation.
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City

State

Email
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ZIP

( )

Brick paver details:

Please indicate below the text you would like to appear on your brick paver.
Each paver displays three lines of text with 18 characters per line.
Line 1 (please print)
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Return your $100 donation, along with this form, to:
Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation
2501 N Stiles
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Donations to the Foundation are tax deductible as a charitable
donation to a 501(c)(3) corporation, pursuant to IRS guidelines.
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Above: OKFB President Tom Buchanan, Executive Director Monica Wilke
and Executive Vice President and General Manager Gary Buckner join
the nine members of the OKFB state board in the OKFB 75th Anniversary
Commemorative Courtyard groundbreaking ceremony. Pictured from
left: James Fuser, district 6; Rodd Moesel, district 3; John Grundmann,
district 8; Phyllis Holcomb, district 9; Monica Wilke; Tom Buchanan;
Gary Buckner; Gary Crawley, district 5; Monte Tucker, district 2; Alan Jett,
district 1; Keith Kisling, district 7; and Jimmy Wayne Kinder, district 4.
klahoma Farm Bureau broke ground to
mark the beginning of the
construction of the OKFB
75th Anniversary Commemorative Courtyard
May 11.
The courtyard, which
will be installed at the
OKFB home office in Oklahoma City, will commemorate 75 years of Oklahoma
Farm Bureau while highlighting the county Farm
Bureaus.
The Oklahoma Farming
and Ranching Foundation
is offering personalized
brick pavers to individuals
and businesses for a $100

donation. The pavers will provide the
foundation for the courtyard. The outdoor
space will also include a pillar that will
contain soil from each of the 77 Oklahoma counties. The theme for the courtyard
is “Bringing generations together by
honoring the past and paving the way for
the future.”
Ceremony attendees included President Tom Buchanan, Executive Director
Monica Wilke, Executive Vice President
and General Manager Gary Buckner, and
the nine state board of directors.
If you would like to order a brick paver,
fill out the form on the left and send to
the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching
Foundation. For more information about
ordering brick pavers, visit www.okfarmingandranchingfoundation.org or contact
Amanda Rosholt at 405-202-1463.

OKFB women donate to Tulsa Ronald McDonald House as
part of Our Food Link Program
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee donated a
gift basket of snacks and gift cards to
the Ronald McDonald House in Tulsa on
Tuesday, March 15.
Farm Bureau women donated the
items to help families who have children
receiving care at local hospitals during
their stay at the Tulsa Ronald McDonald
house. The donation is part of the WLC’s
Our Food Link activities for the year,
which seeks to connect consumers with
the food Oklahoma farmers and ranchers
grow and raise.
“This donation puts Oklahoma Farm
Bureau in front of people from across our
state and connects them with where their
food comes from,” said Lena Henson,
OKFB WLC vice chairman. “Farmers and
ranchers enjoy producing food, and this
is a great opportunity to connect with our
consumers while helping families during
times of need.”
The donation included gift cards to
Braum’s and local restaurants. A variety
of snack items gave families the ability to
grab food items on their way to and from

nearby hospitals.
The Ronald McDonald House Charities
Jean Ann Hankins, executive director
provide a “home away from home” for
of the Ronald McDonald House Charities
families with children receiving medical
of Tulsa, said the donation of snacks and
care at local hospitals, providing peace
gift cards provides foods that the house
of mind as families navigate medical
otherwise would not be able to offer to
appointments, decisions and procedures.
residents.
Our Food Link is a year-round program
“This is something that we look
that county and state Farm Bureaus
forward to annually,” Hankins said. “I
across the nation use to reach consumers
love the variety of it because we can use
of all ages and backgrounds with
it exactly how we need it and that is to
information about today’s agriculture.
provide items for our
families that other
groups do not donate,
such as fresh produce,
milk and eggs from
Braum’s and the other
gift certificates that we
can use.”
The OKFB WLC will
make a similar donation
to the Oklahoma City
Ronald McDonald
House for families
Marcia Irvin (right), OKFB WLC coordinator, and Lena Henson
with children receiving (middle), OKFB WLC vice chairman, present a donation of
medical care in the
snacks and gift cards to Jean Ann Hankins, executive director
Oklahoma City area.
of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Tulsa.

OKFB YF&R announce winners of 2016 YF&R scholarships
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young
Farmers & Ranchers selected ten
Oklahoma high school students to receive
$1000 scholarships to study agriculture
in Oklahoma.
“We are always excited to see great
young student leaders who want to
make an impact in agriculture,” said Josh
Emerson, OKFB YF&R state chairman. “As
fellow young agriculturalists, the YF&R
state committee is proud to support these
students as they take the next step in
their agricultural education journey.”
The ten students receiving 2016 YF&R
scholarships are:
• Logan Holt, Shattuck, district one

• Kade Horton, Hollis, district two
• Jaryn Frey, Kingfisher, district three
• Victoria Chapman, Manville,
district four
• Riley Mussett, Idabel, district five
• Dustin Kunzel, Bluejacket, district six
• Colton Budy, Alva, district seven
• Blake Kennedy, Tecumseh,
district eight
• Ethan Smith, Chandler, district nine
• Layne Kisling, Enid, at-large
scholarship recipient
The ten students receiving scholarships
have a wide variety of agricultural career
interests and are choosing degrees
spanning the agriculture spectrum,

including agribusiness, agricultural
education, biosystems engineering,
agriculture pre-law and agricultural
communications.
Students plan to study at a variety of
Oklahoma higher-education institutions,
including Conners State College,
Oklahoma State University, Seminole
State College, and Western Oklahoma
State College.
The OKFB YF&R award $1000
scholarships each year to graduating
high school seniors who plan to study
agriculture at an Oklahoma institution
of higher learning. An applicant’s family
must be a voting member of Farm Bureau.
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OKFB members advocate for rural Oklahoma in
nation's capital
klahoma Farm Bureau members
representing all nine OKFB
districts took Capitol Hill last week for
the organization’s annual Congressional
Action Tour to Washington, D.C.
The trip was an opportunity for
OKFB members to share concerns and
issues in agriculture with Oklahoma’s
Congressional delegation.
“Oklahoma’s congressional leaders
need to hear from our members,” said
Tom Buchanan, OKFB president. “This

year’s trip provided another opportunity
to increase Farm Bureau’s presence on
Capitol Hill.”
Members learned about federal
issues from Sen. Jim Inhofe, Sen.
James Lankford, Rep. Frank Lucas, Rep.
Tom Cole, Rep. Steve Russell and Rep.
Markwayne Mullin during various visits
to Capitol Hill. The trip also included a
visit to American Farm Bureau Federation
headquarters for an update on important
federal issues.

The OKFB group attended a Senate
Environment and Public Works
subcommittee hearing featuring a
testimony from Buchanan. He informed
the subcommittee of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s impact on farmers
and ranchers. Learn more about the
hearing here.
Members also visited George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Gristmill
and Distillery.

Left: OKFB members tour the American
Farm Bureau Federation offices after
congressional and regulatory briefings.
Below: Rep. Tom Cole speaks to OKFB
members about the appropriations
process and more.

Above left: Rep. Frank Lucas shares with OKFB members farm bill implementation and challenges. Above right: AFBF President Zippy
Duvall speaks to OKFB members during their visit.
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Top left: OKFB members meet at the American Farm Bureau
office for regulatory updates and briefings.
Left: OKFB members visit with Sen. Jim Inhofe during a
legislative reception in D. C.
Above: Sen. James Lankford shares with OKFB members news
about his latest efforts in the U.S. Senate, including the U.S.
Supreme Court Nomination process, trade issues and more.

Above: OKFB President Tom Buchanan testifies before a hearing of the Senate Environment and Public Works Subcommittee on
Superfund, Waste Management and Regulatory Oversight.
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OKFB members visit northwest Oklahoma during 2016
Commodity Tour
KFB members explored Oklahoma’s
Cudd, owner, explained the history of
“Red Carpet Country” around
the ranch and her marketing techniques.
Woodward May 4-6 to learn more about
Founded on the stud “Goldseeker
the area’s diverse agricultural industry
Bars,” the program is centered on
and history during the 2016 OKFB
the production of fast, athletic, and
Commodity Tour.
intelligent horses. The ranch is known
The first stop on the tour was Plymouth nationwide for Cudd’s high quality
horses.
Valley Cellars in Fairview, Okla. Dennis
and Elaine Flaming, 2006 OKFB Farm
Next, members had the opportunity to
Family of the Year, raise nine varieties
learn more about Wes Sander’s longhorn
of grapes on 4.5 acres. OKFB members
steers. As part of the Chain Ranch, the
learned about the winery’s production
longhorn steers attend several parades
practices, water usage and pesticide
across the U.S. The Chain Ranch includes
application. The Flamings produce
a series of ranches in Woodward,
approximately two bottles of wine from
Oklahoma; Medicine Lodge, Kansas;
each plant and sells about 6,000 bottles of Sharon, Kansas; and Kiowa, Kansas.
wine annually.
The day ended with a tour of a farm
During lunch at the Sale Barn Café
owned by Mervin Compton, Woodward
County Farm Bureau board member
in Woodward, Duane Mote spoke to
president. Woodward County Farm
members about Superior Livestock
Bureau sponsored
Auction. OKFB members
a shrimp boil for
then toured the
members at Compton’s
Woodward Sale Barn.
Always do
farm.
Owner Jerry Nine spoke
your best, be
with members about the
Day two kicked off
honest, and don't
history of the sale barn
at CF Industries’
and his streamlined
Woodward Complex,
worry about it.
livestock auction
located on 456 acres
— Jerry Nine
process.
west of Woodward.
Woodward Sale Barn
Members learned about
“Always do your best,
the production of anhydrous ammonia,
be honest, and don’t worry about it,” Nine
urea ammonium nitrate solutions,
said when asked about his success with
urea liquor and diesel exhaust fluid.
the sale barn.
The annual capacity of the Woodward
The next stop on the tour was Cudd
Complex is up to 1.325 million tons of
Quarter Horses in Woodward. Renee
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nitrogen products for agricultural and
industrial use. During the tour of the
facility, members also learned about CF
Industries’ transportation methods.
After lunch, a tour of the Cargill Salt
Plant in Fairview, Oklahoma, offered
a look into the production of salt.
Members were guided through the solar
evaporation process, which allows salt
water captured in shallow ponds to
naturally evaporate by means of the sun
and wind.
Members traveled to Maddux Charolais
Ranch to tour the history of farm
machinery presented in 1/16-scale
replicas collected by Elmer Maddux.
00402674 Members looked at more than
2,500 pieces that represented 100 years of
history.
John Grunewald, president and CEO
of Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma,
greeted members at the Woodward
Convention Center for dinner. The
day ended with a group picture on the
convention center’s balcony.
The final day began with a tour of
the Southern Plains Research Station
located on 280 acres on the southwest
edge of Woodward. Members learned
about the quality of experimental and
available pasture and range forages. A
visit to prescribed burning sites allowed
members to observe recent research
trials.

Plymouth Valley Cellars

Wes Sander's Longhorn Steers

Mervin Compton Farm

CF Industries

Woodward Sale Barn

Southern Plains Research Station

Mervin Compton Farm

Maddux Charolais Ranch

Southern Plains Research Station

Cudd Quarter Horses
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OKFB YF&R hosts annual Golf Classic in Watonga, Okla.
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young
Farmers and Ranchers hosted its
annual Golf Classic May 6 at Roman Nose
Golf Course in Watonga, Okla., raising
$7,777 for State Question 777.
The event is an annual scramblestyle golf tournament that is open to all
golfers. Congratulations to the BancFirst
team, the winners of the 2016 YF&R Golf
Classic!
To see additional photos, visit the
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Flickr gallery at
flickr.com/okfarmbureau.

Canton joins OKFB communications
klahoma Farm Bureau and
Affiliated Companies is pleased to
welcome Jeffrey Canton. Jeff has joined
the Strategic Corporate Communications
Department as the brand specialist.
Canton, a native of Washington D.C.,
graduated from the Art Institute of
Washington with a bachelor’s degree in
graphic design. Canton brings a wealth
of experience in design and branding
having worked with several companies,
such as Food Marketing Institute, The
Arlington Alexandria Coalition for
the Homeless, the Bridge to Freedom
Foundation, and most recently Petra
Industries.
“We are excited to harness Jeff’s
graphic design expertise as we continue
to develop new marketing strategies for
our insurance products as well as our
various other member benefits,” said

Becky Samples, OKFB vice president of
strategic communications. “He brings a
fresh perspective in which I am confident
will drive our brand to the next level.”
Canton will be responsible for layout
and design of the company’s marketing
materials, external communication
design, advertising design, and other
various OKFB collateral.
“I believe that developing a brand is
vital for a company’s success and I’m
excited to be a part of the Farm Bureau's
next chapter,” Canton said. “I love ideas;
building them, cultivating them, and
watching them come to fruition. I plan
to use my skills to make creative and
innovative designs that will help OKFB.”
Canton now lives in Oklahoma City
with his loving wife Ann and two
beautiful daughters Juliana and Adalynn.

Beall promoted to director of membership
klahoma Farm Bureau recently
promoted Kelli Beall to director
of membership. In her new role, Kelli
will work with the organization and
membership services department
to provide members with current
information about services and benefits,
in addition to recruiting new member
benefits.
Previously, Beall served in the
membership department where she
had the opportunity to work closely
with OKFB county secretaries assisting
with membership activities in OKFB’s
77 counties. Prior to that, she served in
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the communications division where she
handled website updates, press release
distribution, and assisted in the radio
studio. Beall is in her 21st year with
Oklahoma Farm Bureau.
“Working with membership and the
county secretaries is what makes my job
so enjoyable,” Beall said. “It can be hectic
at times, but I try to remember that our
members are the reason I am here. I owe
it to them to do the best job possible.”
Beall resides in Harrah, Okla., with
her husband, Lonnie, and their daughter,
Allison. Favorite family activities include
ATV riding and camping.

Walton joins OKFB communications
klahoma Farm Bureau and
Affiliated Companies is pleased to
welcome Clarissa Walton to the Strategic
Corporate Communications department
as the communications specialist.
Walton, a native of Amber, Okla.,
graduated from Oklahoma State
University with a bachelor’s degree in
animal science and a master’s degree
in agricultural communications. After
writing her thesis on the organization’s
Oklahoma Country magazine, Walton
knew the Oklahoma Farm Bureau was a
perfect fit.
“I am excited to serve farmers and
ranchers every day through Oklahoma
Farm Bureau,” Walton said. “I feel very
privileged to be working with such a
wonderful group of people who are
passionate about Oklahoma agriculture.”
Walton grew up on an Angus cattle
farm in Chickasha, Okla. Her passion for
the agricultural industry began with her
involvement with livestock and FFA. As
the daughter of an OKFB county board
member, Walton learned the importance
of the OKFB’s mission to serve Oklahoma
farmers and ranchers at an early age.
“The communication gap between
farmers and consumers continues to be
a major issue,” Walton said. “I plan to use
my skills and talents to help bridge that
gap and advocate on the behalf of farmers
and ranchers in Oklahoma.”

Walton will oversee the production of
Oklahoma Country magazine and the
organization’s Perspective newsletter
along with assisting the communications
department with various tasks.
“Clarissa is a third generation
Oklahoma Farm Bureau member, and
I know her passion and dedication to
our organization will shine through her
work,” said Becky Samples, OKFB vice
president of strategic communications.
“She embodies the values OKFB
represents and I am excited to have her
on our team as we continue to serve
our membership and spread awareness
and education about the role farming
and ranching plays in the lives of all
Oklahomans and beyond.”

OKFB names its
2015 Champion
Award recipients
welve state leaders and legislators
were honored March 7, 2016,
with the 2015 Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Champion Award for their support of
agriculture and rural Oklahoma.
The award was presented to
state leaders who demonstrated an
exceptional commitment to protecting
agriculture and rural Oklahoma in the
2015 legislative session.
“As the state’s largest general farm
organization, Oklahoma Farm Bureau is
dedicated to preserving the livelihood
of Oklahoma’s farmers and ranchers,”
said Tom Buchanan, OKFB president.
“We’re honored to recognize these state
leaders for their support of agriculture
in 2015.”
The 12 state leaders receiving the
award include Attorney General Scott
Pruitt; Rep. Scott Biggs, Chickasha;
Rep. James Leewright, Bristow; Rep.
Charles McCall, Atoka; Rep. Tom
Newell, Seminole; Rep. Charles Ortega,
Altus; Rep. Roger Thompson, Okemah;
Sen. Don Barrington, Lawton; Sen.
Brian Bingman, Sapulpa; Sen. Ron
Justice, Chickasha; Sen. Mike Schulz,
Altus; and Sen. Jason Smalley, Stroud.

Yates named OKFB director of field operations
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Public
Policy Division recently named Mark
Yates its director of field operations.
In the new position, Yates will
serve as the face of Oklahoma Farm
Bureau at various community and civic
organizations and events. He will work to
educate urban citizens on the importance
and impact of agriculture in Oklahoma.
“Oklahomans need to know the
importance of agriculture in their every
day lives,” Yates said. “I’m excited to serve
as another voice representing agriculture
and Farm Bureau.”
To educate urban citizens, Yates will
become a fixture in larger Oklahoma
cities including Oklahoma City, Tulsa,
Norman, Lawton, Stillwater and more.

“Urban citizens really need to hear the
perspective of farmers and ranchers,”
said John Collison, OKFB vice president
of public policy. “Mark gives OKFB an
extraordinary opportunity to join the
larger, statewide conversation.”
A native of Pauls Valley, Okla., Yates
received a bachelor’s degree in history
education from East Central University.
He also holds a master’s degree in
secondary administration.
After 11 years in education, Yates
said he looks forward to traveling and
representing Farm Bureau across the
state.
Yates resides in Edmond, Okla.,
with his wife Stacy and 18-month-old
daughter Londyn.
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OKFB women hold second-annual safety day
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee hosted its
second-annual safety day June 3 at the
OKFB home office in Oklahoma City.
More than 60 students in grades 5-9
from around the state attended the oneday event, learning safe practices and
habits both on the farm and off.
“Our women’s committee is proud
to host this event because we know
these students are involved in so
many activities during the summer
months,” said Kitty Beavers, OKFB
WLC state chairman. “We know the
lessons that Farm Bureau’s safety staff

and our partners teach stick with our
students because the kids get to actively
participate in the event.”
OKFB staff presented lessons on fire
safety, DUI prevention, ATV safety and
tractor safety. Safety staff from OG&E
taught students the need to be aware of
electrical lines and infrastructure, and
the Oklahoma County Sheriff’s office
demonstrated the importance of seatbelt
use with the department’s rollover
prevention cage.
During each session, students learned
safety techniques through hands-on
activities and live demonstrations.

The OKFB WLC hosts their annual
safety day early in the summer in an
effort to help students be safety aware
during their summer activities and
beyond.

Top: Students observe a vehicle rollover simulation put on by the OKC Police Department. This device simulates a 25-30 mph rollover
accident and illustrates how the crash can affect the human body when seat belts are used and when seat belts are not used. Above
left: Zac Swartz, OKFB safety specialist, assists with the OKFB fire safety trailer that allows students to learn to crawl out of a smoke
simulated area, feeling their way around heated doors. Above middle: Students attempt to walk in a straight line wearing goggles that
simulates a blood alcohol concentration of 0.17 to 0.2. Above right: Safety staff from OG&E illustrate the dangers of electricity.

Monte Tucker of Sweetwater, OK, joins board of the
Oklahoma Beef Council
he Oklahoma Beef Council is pleased
to announce Monte Tucker, a fourthgeneration farmer and rancher from
Sweetwater, Okla., has joined its board of
directors representing Oklahoma Farm
Bureau.
Tucker ranches full-time with his
wife, Danielle, their two sons Mason
and Reed, his parents and 93-year-old
grandmother. His family farming and
ranching operation consists of wheat,
native and improved grasses, stocker
cattle, replacement females, a commercial
cow-calf operation with ownership from
birth to rail, and a small custom feeding
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operation where he sells beef direct to
customers. He is a graduate of Oklahoma
State University with a degree in animal
science.
Tucker is active in his community and
serves as president of the Roger Mills
County Farm Bureau. He is currently
serving his second term as a member of
the state board of directors of Oklahoma
Farm Bureau. He and his family are
active members of the Sayre First Baptist
Church.
According to Tucker, “I look forward
to serving on the board of directors of
the Oklahoma Beef Council. It’s an honor

to represent beef producers and I take
seriously the responsibility to invest
Oklahoma beef checkoff dollars in an
effective and judicious manner.”
Tucker says his overall philosophy
acknowledges the important role of
agriculture in society. “As a rancher, I
simply create a living for my family and a
benefit to my community by converting
God-given renewable natural resources
into consumable products,” he says. “In
cowboy words, I turn sunshine, sandburs
and scenery into rib-eye steaks!"

Foliar Spray

Get More Cotton

The easiest and most
cost-effective way to reliably
increase your yield!

(800) 970-2228 (C-CAT)
www.tevacorporation.com

Ag in the
Classroom
tours eastern
Oklahoma
he Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom
traveled to eastern Oklahoma
for this year’s On the Road tour, June
14-16.
On the tour, Oklahoma Farm Bureau
joined teachers from around the state
to learn more about agriculture and its
impact in Oklahoma.
The tour began with a stop at
Dismukes’ Cattle Ranch in Checotah,
where educators learned about the
health benefits of eating beef. The
group then traveled to the Greenleaf
Nursery in Park Hill to tour their
greenhouses. Educators learned the
nursery covers 570 acres of land. The
next stop included Mountain View
Meats in Stilwell, which makes more
than 11 million sausage/hotlinks
each year. Educators learned about the
sausage production process and toured
the facilities. The tour continued to
Spring Valley Dairy in Stilwell where
teachers learned about feeding cattle
and the milking process. The last
stop of the day was to Maple Creek
Berry Farm in Poteau where they
picked blueberries and learned about
Oklahoma’s specialty crops.
The first two stops on the second day
of the tour included Hal’s Beef Jerk in
Poteau, Don Sebo’s Cattle Ranch and
Sod Farm in Keota. Next, the group
toured Spiro Mounds Museum while
learning about Oklahoma history,
followed by a stop at Wild Things Farm
in Pocola to learn about specialty crops.
The final day of the tour continued
at Cal2Homa Christmas Tree Farm in
Gore where they trimmed a Christmas
tree, which is an Oklahoma specialty
crop. Next, they traveled to AgriTech,
Inc. at Webbers Falls to learn about
aerial spraying and the Oklahoma
Mesonet. Then, teachers learned about
agricultural GPS systems at Sloan
Farms. The final stop was a mock cattle
sale at the Holdenville Sale Barn.
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he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee presented
Amber Bales, Oklahoma Ag in the
Classroom’s 2016 teacher of the year,
with a sponsorship for Bales to attend the
national AITC conference to be held June
20-24 in Arizona.
Kitty Beavers, OKFB WLC chairman,
along with Marcia Irvin, WLC
coordinator, presented the award during
Ag Day at the Capitol Wednesday, March
30 in Oklahoma City. The national AITC
conference provides educators and
program coordinators with ideas and
techniques on integrating farm and food
lessons into their daily lesson plans.
Bales, a third-grade teacher at Morrison
Elementary with more than 19 years
of teaching experience, infuses her
curriculum with agricultural knowledge
and lessons. After being named an
ATIC teacher of the year runner-up last
year, she embarked on a year of growth
in hopes to claim the prize in 2016.
During her year of self-improvement
and discovery, Bales said she grew as a
teacher.
“I learned a lot about myself, including
the passion I had for agriculture,
more ways to integrate agriculture
and technology and was given new
opportunities to share my agricultural
experiences,” Bales said.
Bales will speak at Oklahoma’s
summer AITC conference and serve
as an inspiration for other teachers
who use the AITC curriculum to bring
agriculture inside the classroom. She
will help them learn how to use lessons
like sprouting bean seeds, learning why
purple vegetables and fruits are so good
for your health, protecting pollinators
and researching buffalo facts.
The OKFB WLC is proud to support the
Ag in the Classroom program on many
levels, helping Oklahoma educators
learn more about agriculture and how to
incorporate farming and food into their
daily classroom activities.
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Daedong diesel engine. All CK series tractors also feature suspended brake
and clutch pedals to maximize the operator platform for ease of movement.

Learn more at Kioti.com or stop by and take a test drive.

Quantie Sales & Service
Hwy 82 South • Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone - 918-479-8797 • Open Monday - Saturday

Kioti.com

*Offer available 04/1/2016 - 06/30/2016. Offers valid only at participating dealers. Pricing, payments and models may vary by dealer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible new
equipment defined in promotional program. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer cannot be combined with any other
offer or low rate financing. Offers subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. See your dealer for full details © 2016 KIOTI Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

AMERICA’S PIG FARMERS ARE

doing WHAT’S

RIGHT!

Pig farmers are on a mission. They are
dedicated to producing safe, high-quality pork

PorkCares.org

on their farms. With a legacy of using responsible
practices and a commitment to ongoing
improvement, pig farmers produce a high-quality
product that is distributed to consumers. When
it comes to responsible farming, nobody cares
more about the environment, animal care, food
safety and the community than a pig farmer.

©2014 We Care Initiative. This message funded in part
E\$PHULFD·V3RUN3URGXFHUVDQGWKH3RUN&KHFNRII

THE 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT EXPIRES AT THE END OF 2016

Homeowners around the world have switched from propane
to a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system. That’s because
WaterFurnace units tap into the clean, renewable energy
found in your own backyard to provide savings of up to 70%
on heating, cooling and hot water. A WaterFurnace system
provides complete heating and cooling comfort for your
home with a single unit. And because the system doesn’t burn
fossil fuels, there are no carbon monoxide safety concerns.
Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today and make the
smart move from propane to geothermal.

To locate a WaterFurnace dealer near you,

visit geothermalofoklahoma.com

visit us at waterfurnace.com

WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. ©2016 WaterFurnace International, Inc.
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OKFB at
Oklahoma FFA
Convention

OKFB Executive Director Monica Wilke
presents OKFB’s platinum-level title
sponsorship check to Oklahoma FFA state
officers during a general session of the
Oklahoma State FFA Convention on April
27.

OKFB’s Young Farmers & Ranchers
committee hosts a booth for FFA members
during the two-day convention. Students
lined up for a free caricature drawing of
themselves and enter to win prizes.

Wilke brings greetings on behalf of OKFB
to FFA members, calling the students one
of the organization’s wisest investments.
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2016 Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
Nov. 11-13
Oklahoma City
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The YF&R program helps young members shape the future
of agriculture, as well as their individual futures, with leadership
development and personal growth opportunities. Through three
competitions, members are able to showcase their leadership
experience, communication skills and successful farm plans as they
compete against the best of the best Farm Bureau has to offer.

As part of the YF&R competitions, winners
in the Achievement Award, Discussion Meet
and Excellence in Ag areas will receive their
choice of a 2017 Chevrolet Silverado or
GMC Sierra truck, courtesy of Chevrolet.
Three national finalists in each competition
will receive a Case IH Farmall 50A tractor,
courtesy of Case IH, as well as a $2,500 cash
prize and $500 in STIHL merchandise.

CS16_109 2017 YFR Ad_8x10.75.indd 1

For more
information
about YF&R
competitive
events contact
your state
Farm Bureau or
contact AFBF at
yfr@fb.org or
202-406-3600.
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COUNTRY GARDENING

Photo courtesy of Martien van Gaalen/Shutterstock.com.

Photo by David Hillock, Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension.
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Photo courtesy of Martien van Gaalen/Shutterstock.com.

Low tunnels can help extend growing season
By Trisha Gedon
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
wire bent into hoops. This material is useful for creating very
or many people, there is not anything tastier than a vinelow tunnels for crops such as spinach or lettuce. The good thing
ripened tomato or fresh herbs picked right off the plant.
about making your own hoops is you can make them any size.
Right now, gardeners across Oklahoma are enjoying fruits of
Larger hoops allow for taller plantings, such as tomatoes.
their labor from their gardens.
However, once the weather cools down, it seems the fresh
Hillock said the spacing of the hoops will depend on wind
taste of summer goes away. And for those who have gone all
protection of the planting site, and possibly the snow load.
winter without that fresh summer taste, it seemingly takes
Spacing of 5 feet to 8 feet is adequate for PVC and metal hoops.
forever for the weather to warm up enough to start planting in
“Once your hoops are installed, cover the row with plastic.
the spring. Fortunately, there is a way
It comes in varying thicknesses with
for gardening enthusiasts to extend
different light transmission qualities," he
the taste of summer into the fall and
said. “Be sure you get it tight enough to
early winter months or get a head start
keep it from lifting in the wind. Secure
on spring planting.
the edges of the plastic with bricks or
sandbags.”
David Hillock, Oklahoma State
University Cooperative Extension
Do not forget about being able to access
consumer horticulturist, said
your garden after constructing the low
low tunnels, or quick hoops, are
— David Hillock tunnel. Easy access is important. This
essentially miniature greenhouses
OSU Cooperative Extension also is important for easy venting on
and can be used to grow vegetables,
consumer horticulturist warm days.
herbs, strawberries, and even cut
In most cases, keeping the low tunnels
flowers, into the winter months. They also can be used to get an
warm is not an issue. The tunnel itself will provide your plants
early start on summer crops in the spring.
all the protection they need from the cold weather. However,
gardeners can place plastic milk jugs of water in the tunnel. As
“Some vegetables to consider for low tunnels in the winter
the sun shines during the day, the water will heat in the jugs.
include brassica greens such as collard, kale, turnip and
Then, during the night, the heat from the water bottles will help
mustard,” Hillock said. “If you want to get an early start on
keep the temperature warmer inside the tunnel.
your spring gardening, warm season crops such as tomato,
pepper, eggplant and cucurbits can be planted earlier than with
Avoid letting the tunnels get too hot on sunny days.
traditional gardening.”
Fortunately, low tunnels are easy to ventilate by simply
removing the weights holding down the plastic and pulling up
In addition, gardeners can construct their low tunnels to
the plastic a bit to allow air to flow through. If the weather is
cover an entire garden bed or specific parts or rows of a garden.
You can use three basic types of materials to create the hoops, especially warm, removing the plastic all together may be in
including PVC, electrical conduit and wire. There are advantages order. Just make sure to put it back in the evening.
and disadvantages to all three. PVC is less expensive and easier
“Extending your growing season is relatively easy and
to bend into the hoops, but the material tends to break down
inexpensive to do,” Hillock said.“For the most part, the materials
over time from UV exposure.
are reusable from year to year. For those who want the fresh
taste of a bountiful summer garden, build a simple low tunnel
Metal frames are more expensive and need to be bent into
and you can start gardening earlier in the season and later into
shape, but the hoops themselves anchor directly into the
the year. Depending on Oklahoma’s weather, you may be able to
ground, therefore eliminating the need for additional staking
put fresh produce on your Thanksgiving table.”
materials. The least expensive material is a 9-gauge to 12-gauge

Extending your
growing season is
relatively easy and
inexpensive to do.
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COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOMOTIVE
BMW 1976 Classic 750 Restored. Cost 3K to restore cycle. In SW OK,
near Altus. $10,000. 580-512-7434
1998 Born Free RV - no bath, no shower, no kitchen. Used for mobile
showroom. One owner. Great condition. $4,999.00. Call 405-3231178.
For sale: 14-foot Alumnacraft Boat and Trailer. No Motor. $750.00.
Phone: 405-756-3488.
14' Nissan Xterra, 13k mi, $21,750. 12' Aliner, solid wall, fold-down,
sleeps 4, only 1200#, $11,650. Tuttle, OK. Call 405-550-0387, 10 am 8 pm.

FARM MACHINERY/EQUIPMENT
4 BoHom Int. Plow; 3 pt. Disk Plow; 3 pt. 9 Et. Spring Tooth Harrow,
Claw Foot Bath Tub, missing feet; Old Gear Hand Well Pump, dated
1912; Call 405-567-3685.
1966 Farmall 806 Cab, w/ Wide Front end #40458 110 H P $4,350.
1948 J.D. 'B' narrow roll-o-matic front end #221648, barn kept w/
equipment $2,100. 918-869-8855.
Fence charger repair. All makes. Rebuilt units for sale. Bob Hunter,
Pioneer Electronics: 580-603-0063 or 580-758-9471.
1974 IHC Cub Cadet Garden Tractor with factory rear blade. 1948
Cub Farmall Tractor restored mint condition, ready to show, parade,
or work. 1965 875 Wheel Horse Garden Tractor. 580-854-6549.
Flat bed trailer 35ft long, good tires, pull with goose neck. Towing
for loading heavy equipment. Text or leave voice message: 405535-5304.
New Holland 575 square baler. Always stored inside. Like new.
Baled 2,000 bales. Selling due to illness. $7,500.00. Call 918-3215889.

COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS
All information must be completed.

LIVESTOCK

Registered Red Angus Bulls. Yearlings and 2-year-olds, red skins
and black skins, gentle, low birth weight, fertility guaranteed. Can
send pics or video. Okeene, Oklahoma. 580-554-8807 or
rauhfarms73763@gmail.com.
Angus Bulls about 7 to 14 mo. old. Angus business 56 years. Hatch
Ranch: 7045 County Road 1650, Roff, OK 74865; 580-456-7241.
Stallions at stud - Colorful AQHA, APHA, & ApHC Stallions. Barrel,
Race, Cow bloodlines. Many colored foal guaranteed. Reasonable
stud fees. On-farm AI or shipped semen. www.bedonna.com
580-471-4040.
Show lambs - Elite Club Lambs. Hamp/Suffolk/Cross. Don
Harrelson: 918-267-4484 or 918-606-1901.
Double Tough Harlan at stud. Line-bred Harlan buckskin, 2016 Fee
$500. Sold out of 2015 colts. www.okharlanhorses.com
918-762-3769.
Registered Polled Hereford bulls. 13 months old. Remitall Online
122L and PW Victor Boomer P606. 48 years breeding Registered
Polled Herefords. 580-332-2468.
Registered Angus & SimAngus Bulls & Heifers. Affordable Prices.
DKB Cattle. Stratford, OK. 580-759-3249 or 580-759-5316.
Big, stout Limousin Bulls. Very gentle, fast growth rate, low birth
weight. Add 10-11% weaning weight by crossbreeding with Limousin.
Kusel Limousins since 1970. 580-759-6038.
Brangus Bulls and Heifers. Top bloodlines, low birth weights, gentle,
lots of growth, P.I. BVD and fertility tested. Delivery available.
Horsehead Ranch. Call or text 918-695-2357. Horseheadranch.net.
Horses for sale. Five mares, one stallion. Paint and Quarter mares.
Good bloodlines. Nowata, OK. 918-273-3659.
Bred cows and heifers for sale. 405-258-6559

Each OKFB member family is limited to one free classified ad per issue. No
call-in ads will be accepted. The length of the ad cannot exceed the
number of lines on this form. Ads run one time. We reserve the right not to
publish submitted ads. Return to Country Classifieds, 2501 N. Stiles,
Oklahoma City, OK 73105.

Please type or print legibly.

Name
OKFB Membership Number
Address
City				
Phone
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State

Zip

Deadline for the next issue is Aug. 31, 2016.

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

For sale: Cable Tool Drill Rig with three sets of tools. Call 918-3270860.
For sale: standing granddaughter striking clock. Over 50 years old.
Works. Make offer. Call 918-762-3120.
Pocket constitution $4 PPD. 36" Shofar $105. Discount postage
stamps. 405-380-2438.
Crockery for sale: 10-gal. pickle "barrel," 3-gal. butter churn, 1-gal
container, lidded pitcher. Call Bill at 918-762-9970.
Stanley Home Products - Fuller Brush: Full line of cleaning and
personal items. Brooms, mops, brushes, degreasers, germicides,
lotions, hair brushes, and many others. If interested, please call 580497-2249.
Wynn Tree Trimming. Tree trimming, tree removal, stump removal.
Free estimates. Serving Kay County since 1980. Call 580-363-7922 or
580-670-1277.
Solid wood computer desk $15.00. Almond marble bath tub, make
offer. 405-598-1202.
AKC Registered English Bulldog pups. Should be ready in May for
pickup. Call Nancy: 918-273-1027.
Hay for sale. 4x5 net wrap mixed grass. Good quality. Call Chad 918647-7932. $30.00 per bale. Delivery available.
For sale: grass hay. Large round bales. 580-234-3027.
Ionics Total House Water Conditioner, completely automatic salt
system. $995.00 Call 918-687-7347.
8MM Film & Tape, VHS Slides Transferred to DVD. 30 years
experience. Call Alan at 405-275-6884.

2 lots for sale at Floral Haven Lakeview addition 113-A Lot 3-4.
Normally sell at $2,700 will take $800 each. Call 918-373-1232.
For rent: DWMH on 5 acres. 2 bed/2 bath. Cashion School and gas.
Own water. CEC electric. Call 405-341-8701 for more info.
Log home - 10 acres, 3 bedrooms, office, 2 baths. 2700 square feet.
Large shop, hay barn, 24 ft. above ground pool. Ft. Cobb, OK.
$225,000. Call 405-643-2300.
Habor Point off I-40 Exit 255 behind KOA Camp Ground, Lot 2. 29,511
square feet. 0.6775 acres. $15,000.00. Call 918-721-8384.
5 ac., 3300 square feet, 2 1/2 Bath, 3 or 4 BDR. Full basement, shop or
garage. New roof, new flooring. Henryetta, OK. 918-728-1381.
For sale by owner. 300+ acre cattle ranch, Southeastern Oklahoma.
Serious buyers only. Call 580-513-7158.

REAL ESTATE
WANTED: remote acreage with woods, rocks, creek, pond, or river.
Prefer Osage, Washington or Nowata County. 5 to 20 acres with road
access. Call 918-645-1748.
WANTED: tractors, dead or alive. 1935-2016 models, 2 or 4WD. Any
brand. 405-641-7728.
WANTED: Railroad locks, keys, lanterns, signs, badges and
miscellaneous - especially Oklahoma railroads. 580-399-8866.
WANTED: Polytech or Norinco or any other preban AK-47 made in
China. 918-688-6393.
WANTED: Long-time collector will pay more for your gold and silver
coins. 405-519-0934.

SEA MINERALS

Beef for
Backpacks

“No Minerals - No Life”
Build Your Organic Matter.......No Fertilizer

The Beef for Backpacks and Pork

Apply To Any Growing Forage Free Choice to Cattle

for Packs programs use donated
cattle and hogs to produce nutritious
beef and pork sticks for the Regional
Food Bank of Oklahoma and the
Community Food Bank of Eastern
Oklahoma's Food for Kids program.

For more information on
how to donate livestock,
contact Thad Doye by phone at
(405) 523-2307 or by email at
thad.doye@okfb.org.

Pork for
Packs

State Question 777, Oklahoma's Right
to Farm, is a state constitutional
amendment to protect Oklahoma's
family farmers and ranchers from
unreasonable government interference
and attacks by out-of-state special
interests. The amendment will appear
on the Nov. 8, 2016, general election
ballot. If approved by voters, farmers
and ranchers will have additional
constitutional protections they
currently lack and need. For more
information about the amendment,
visit www.OklahomaRightToFarm.com.

$4 Per Acre • $12 Per Year
•••••••••••••••••••••
$50 Per 50 Lb. Bag • $1,600 A Ton
•••••••••••••••••••••

FREE SHIPPING TON LOTS

918-367-5146 • 918-698-5308

www.seamineralusa.com

Summer 2016 — 49

COUNTRY KITCHEN RECIPES

Watermelon Rind Pickles

From the kitchen of: Dave Wooley, featured on the National Watermelon Promotion Board website

Ingredients
4 cups water
1 tablespoon coarse salt
2 cups peeled watermelon rind (leave a
thin layer of pink), cut into 1 x 1/2 x 2 inch
pieces
3/4 cups granulated sugar
1 each of all spice berries
1/2 cup cider vinegar
4 peppercorns
4 whole cloves
1/2 teaspoon pickling spice
1 long slice of fresh ginger root
1/4 teaspoon celery seeds
Preparation/Cooking
In large pot, bring water and salt to boil
over medium high heat. Add rind pieces
and boil until tender, about 5 minutes.
Strain. Transfer rinds to a large metal bowl.
In saucepan, combine sugar, cider vinegar, peppercorns, cloves, pickling spice and ginger
root. Bring to a boil over medium high heat, stirring until sugar dissolves. Simmer for 15
minutes, until slightly reduced.
Pour over watermelon rinds in bowl. Place plate over top to keep rinds submerged in liquid.
Cover and refrigerate for one day. Transfer to a glass jar and keep sealed in the refrigerator
for up to 2 weeks.
For more great ways recipes like Watermelon Jerky, Watermelon Soda
Floats, and Ancient Grain Salad, visit www.watermelon.org/Recipes.

If you are a Farm Bureau member and want to see your recipes featured in Oklahoma Country, send a
full list of ingredients along with preparation and cooking instructions to Clarissa.Walton@okfb.org or
mail a hard copy to Oklahoma Country Recipes, 2501 N. Stiles Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73105.
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Conserve Energy with Mastic Vinyl Siding & Windows
Farm Bureau members
will receive a 33 1/3% discount
off nationally published
retail prices.

M. RhodesSinceCompany,
LLC
1937
Call 405-721-2807
for an estimate.

Financing
Rural
Oklahoma
FARM & RANCH LOANS

OPERATING LOANS
LIVESTOCK LOANS

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR
OKLAHOMA FARM BUREAU MEMBERS®

COUNTRY HOME LOANS

OKAGCREDIT.COM
866-245-3633

$200 OFF $300 OFF
all full size Sportsman® ATVs
and ACE™ vehicles.

all full size RANGER®, RZR®
and Brutus® UTVs.

$300 OFF
all GEM® electric vehicles.

ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris models with engine sizes over 90cc are only for
riders age 16 and older. Always wear a helmet and be sure to get safety training. For safety
and training information, call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, or Polaris at (800) 342-3764.
ANTLERS
ANTLERS MOTORSPORTS
580-298-3379
www.antlersmotorsports.com

JONES
JONES OFF ROAD
405-399-9005
www.jonesoffroad.com

CHICKASHA
MORRIS MOTORSPORTS
405-224-6113
www.morrismotorsports.com

OKLAHOMA CITY
MAXEY'S POLARIS
405-946-0558
www.maxeys.com

SEILING
SANDER SPORTING GOODS
& ATVS, LLC
580-922-4930
www.sandersporting.com
STILLWATER
STILLWATER POWERSPORTS
405-377-4941
www.stillwaterpowersports.com

oklahoma

AgCredit
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DID YOU

KNOW

as millennials, we represent the
largest generation?
“Our beef checkoff has invested in market research
to better understand millennials — those consumers
between the ages of 20 and 34. Most millennials,
including us, gather information through their
smartphones or tablets. Our beef checkoff promotion
efforts have adjusted in delivering information to
engage this generation of beef eaters. For instance,
more consumers are watching the beef checkoff’s
online video commercials than ever before, as the latest
videos have racked up over 17.2 million video views in
just 9 months.”
While you and the Schnaithmans are managing your
ranches and farms, your checkoff is reaching this
technology-savvy generation of consumers through
all types of social and online media.

Tra vis a n d Ryle e
Sch n a it h m a n

Cow-Calf, Stockers
Oklahoma Farm Bureau YF&R

MyBeefCheckoff.com
Funded by the Beef Checkoff.
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