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From the ashes
After the flames of a devastating wildfire
ranchers find hope through the generosity
of others.

s we continue to celebrate
our 75th anniversary, we’re
excited to share another glimpse
into our history. Members will have
the opportunity to travel back to
the 1950s and 1960s in the OKFB
archives and read about challenges
and victories won for an organization
still trying to find their voice in the
fight for Oklahoma family farmers
and ranchers. All of OKFB’s history
will culminate in a commemorative
75th anniversary coffee table pictorial
book. Details on how you can
purchase your copy will appear in our
summer issue.
Our cover photo showcases our
newly dedicated courtyard. The
commemorative courtyard contains
77 pillar sculptures, each one in the
shape of one of the state’s counties.
Each sculpture also contains soil
from the county it represents.
As many of our readers know,
several OKFB members as well
as farmers and ranchers from
surrounding states were affected
by devastating wildfires that swept
the Oklahoma Panhandle in March.
Since then donations and volunteers
have poured in from all corners of
our state and nation. From the Ashes
tells the story of one such member,
highlighting the support that came
from not only our own members,
but also from first responders, state
agencies and other Farm Bureaus
from across the United States. In
the wake of these fires, our
agricultural community has bound
together to begin a rebuilding
process which will take months
and even years to recover.
As always, it is an honor to share
our members' stories with you and we
hope you enjoy this spring edition.

PRESIDENTIALLY SPEAKING
Healing rains and recovery
By Tom Buchanan
President, Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies

n the wake of the wildfires that swept across northwest
Oklahoma, I can attest that the last few months have
been surreal. I have seen unity and generosity overflowing
throughout the agriculture community.
I have looked into the
eyes of a rancher with
tearstained cheeks,
overcome with emotion
because he awoke the
morning after the fires
not knowing how he was
going to feed his 750 head
of cattle, only to learn that
help was on the way.
As you well know by now,
hay, fencing supplies, milk
replacer, feed and various other relief items have been pouring
into the panhandle. We are in for a long recovery period, but our
panhandle will thrive again.
Farmers and ranchers are weathered and tested, but there is
a spirit not found in any other sector. We are environmentalists
who care for the land we cultivate so we may pass it onto the
next generation. We are innovators, who through trial and error,
find improved ways to make our lives and our operations more
efficient. We are conservationists, honing our efforts so we

leave our land better for the next generation. We are activists of
a sort, working to shed light on an industry widely overlooked.
You see, we don’t farm and ranch to bring large yields to our
bank accounts and our store houses. We continue in this legacy
because we are the farmers
and ranchers of Oklahoma,
quietly, yet humbly, feeding
fellow Oklahomans and
our nation. We do this
because it is our charge –
a responsibility we don’t
take lightly.
		 As we saw in the wake of
— Tom Buchanan
the wildfires and countless
times before, we bind
together when we see those
in need. During trying times such as these, it is important
to remember why Oklahoma Farm Bureau exists. Your very
membership dues are at work during this time helping those
who need it most. In this time of spring, we look forward to
healing rains and recovery. Thank you for your help in the relief
efforts and your continued support of OKFB.

Farmers and ranchers are
weathered and tested, but
there is a spirit not found in
any other sector.
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EXECUTIVE OUTLOOK
Building upon 75 years of strength:
Thank you for your continued support!
By Monica Wilke
Executive Director, Oklahoma Farm Bureau and Affiliated Companies
s I’m sure you are aware, our panhandle experienced
devastating wildfires resulting in the loss of life,
livelihoods, land and livestock. The relief pouring in from
across this state and in neighboring states has been humbling
to experience to say the very least.
Although I was not
personally affected by the
fires, I know members who
are reeling from this event
and are learning how to
rebuild after legacies and
generations literally burned
before their very eyes.
Although it is extremely
devastating, I can point to
the one factor that has given
me so much pride: you.
You, the member of Oklahoma Farm Bureau, are a vital
component of this organization, 75 years young. It is your
membership that allowed us to send fuel cards, fencing supplies
and donations within 24 hours of the fires and allowed us to
care for our rural neighbors. Although you yourself may not be
from an agriculturally-related industry, it is your membership
that helps continue to advocate and educate on behalf of an
industry all too often taken for granted.
As a farm girl who grew up in Grandfield, Okla., on a stocker

cattle farm and a mother of a young son who manages a cow/calf
operation with his papa, I know the fight is never finished for
myself and those working at OKFB.
As the executive director of Oklahoma Farm Bureau and
Affiliated Companies, providing insurance products that protect
your livelihood and interests
is a priority, but it also allows
OKFB to tell agriculture’s story
to thousands of members
who might now have the
opportunity to understand the
impact modern agriculture
has on consumers, economic
imports and exports, and our
— Monica Wilke
nation as a whole.
		 Our farmers and ranchers
need your help to continue to shape the narrative of the
importance of this industry. I want to personally thank you
for your continued support of OKFB by being a member, and I
am proud to serve not only our farmers and ranchers, but also
Oklahomans across our great state.

You, the member of
Oklahoma Farm Bureau, are
a vital component of this
organization, 75 years young.

OFBMIC receives improved credit rating
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual
Insurance Co. is proud to receive
an upgraded credit rating status, taken
from B to B+, reflecting the company’s
commitment to remaining a statewide
leader in the insurance industry.
OFBMIC was given a secured rating
status with a positive outlook by A.M.
Best, a nationally-renowned credit
rating service that specializes
in insurance.
The Oklahoma-based insurance
company has enhanced its credit
6 — Oklahoma Country

rating status for two consecutive years,
illustrating the efforts of OFBMIC
leadership to bring the highest-quality
service to its members.
“Since the beginning of my tenure
three years ago, Oklahoma Farm
Bureau has continued to improve in
financial strength and solidity,” said
Tom Buchanan, OKFB president. “We’re
proud to again prove our dedication to
serving and protecting Oklahomans.”
Oklahoma Farm Bureau’s persistent
growth and improvement ensures it

will remain an unwavering voice for
agriculture and all Oklahomans.
“I’m proud of Oklahoma Farm
Bureau leadership and our work to
move our company forward,” said
Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director.
“This is a significant accomplishment
for both our members and the state
of Oklahoma. We look forward to a
long future of fulfilling our mission
to protect and preserve agriculture
and Oklahoma.”

You bought insurance for your phone.
What about your life?
Are you one of the 30 million Americans who doesn’t have life insurance?1 We
can help. Contact your Farm Bureau agent today.

LIMRA Life Insurance Consumer Studies, Facts About Life 2016. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA.
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Oklahoma City, OK. LI169 (2-17)

1
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COMMODITY
COMMODITY CORNER
Oklahoma ranks No. 9 in U.S. for hog production
48.3 MILLION
PORK TENDERLOINS

2.1 MILLION HOGS
were produced in Oklahoma in 2015.

That’s enough to make ...

4.2 MILLION HAMS

869.4 MILLION
SLICES OF BACON

In 2015, Oklahoma produced about

1.56 BILLION lbs
of pork
UP
23%
from
2014

Source: NASS

Today’s hog producers can produce the
same amount of pork with fewer hogs.

=

1,000 lbs
=
of pork

1959

TODAY

#1

TOP HOG-PRODUCING

COUNTIES
#1
#3

Texas
1,100,000

Caddo
60,000

#5

#2
#4

Hughes
98,000

#3

#4

#2 #5

McClain
25,000

Pottawatomie
24,000
* based on hog inventory at the end of 2015
Source: NASS
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Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms?

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land? Lease to Us Today!

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land!

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year
20 to 40 Yr. Lease
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 250 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms
Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights
No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at

InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com
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LINCOLN TO LOCAL

It's time to develop Oklahoma water
With an abundant and reliable water supply, Oklahoma can ensure a
plentiful food supply and a prosperous economy for the future of the state.
hen was the last time Oklahoma significantly invested
in its water infrastructure? Former state governor and
U.S. Sen. Robert S. Kerr called water a “blessed resource.”
Kerr, who lived through the devastating drought and Dust
Bowl in the 1930s, understood the significance of an abundant
and reliable water supply. He played an instrumental role in the
development of current water infrastructure in Oklahoma.
But the state’s current water infrastructure needs help. By
2060, Oklahoma will need an estimated $82 billion in water
infrastructure improvements and replacements.
As the population continues to grow, demand for water also
will increase, especially for agriculture. How will Oklahoma
ensure it retains an abundant water supply into the future?
Water infrastructure must be developed.
Water is the lifeblood of Oklahoma. A steady and reliable
supply brings basic sustenance to all Oklahomans, allows
farmers and ranchers to produce an abundance of safe and
healthy food, helps the oil and gas industry grow, and leads to a

thriving state economy.
Yet, more than 35 million acre feet flowed out of Oklahoma’s
borders each year over the past decade. The entire state uses only
about 2 million acre feet of water per year, meaning Oklahoma
has access to an unimaginable amount of the precious natural
resource but simply allows it to leave the state.
As the state’s largest general farm organization, Oklahoma
Farm Bureau is committed to developing water infrastructure
to benefit all Oklahomans. Drought is cyclical; one of the state’s
worst droughts on record ended with a record-breaking rainfall
in 2015. Why should any Oklahoman lack for water when a vast
supply is within reach?
Rather than wasting the priceless commodity, Oklahoma
should capture water, store it in reservoirs, replenish
underground aquifers, and even build pipelines to connect
reservoirs around the state. Oklahoma no longer can wait to take
action; the state must begin working today to create a bright
future through a plentiful and accessible water supply.

acre feet of water left
Oklahoma each year
over the past decade.

1.8 MILLION

acre feet of water are used
by the entire state each year.

is the largest water user in
Oklahoma, using 44 percent.
10 — Oklahoma Country

Move water regionally to ensure water is
where it is needed, when it is needed.
Below, see cities already transporting water.

ENID

LAWTON

TULSA

OKC
DURANT

Construct new reservoirs
around the state to hold
excess water.

pumped
water

Capture excess water,
treat it and pump into
underground aquifers.

aquifer

Spring 2017 — 11

A tribute
Oklahoma Farm Bureau's commemorative Courtyard celebrates county
Seventy-Seven metal sculptures,
bronzed a color mirroring Oklahoma’s red soil, stretch
toward the sky just off the southeast side of the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau home office in Oklahoma City. These 77
pillars, each containing soil collected by Farm Bureau
members from our state’s 77 counties, form the new
commemorative courtyard, celebrating the achievements
and dedication that have built OKFB over the organization’s
75 years.
The courtyard is the result of more than a year’s worth of
vision and planning to build a commemorative centerpiece
for OKFB’s 75th anniversary celebration. The plaza was
dedicated during a ceremony on March 7, with Farm
Bureau members, staff and guests looking on.
“The new plaza is beautiful, but my favorite thing about
it is the connection it makes between Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and our members across all 77 counties,” said
Tom Buchanan, OKFB president. “This is a tribute to
their dedication to the farming and ranching lifestyle
that provides the food, fiber and fuel that powers
Oklahomans’ lives. We look forward to our next 75 years
of serving them.”
The fresh outdoor space was created with special touches
celebrating Oklahoma. Each metal pillar bears the name of
an Oklahoma county and features a cutout of that county’s
shape, through which soil collected from the respective
county is visible.
The four planting beds that contain the metal pillars
were installed at different heights, representing the
elevation changes that make Oklahoma mile-for-mile one of

the most ecologically diverse states in the nation. Also
mimicking our state’s natural vegetation, grasses are used
more heavily as ornamental plants on the western side of
the courtyard, while trees and shrubs are featured more
heavily on the eastern side.
The center of the courtyard features a 19-foot by 9.5-foot
Farm Bureau logo created using red and black bricks.
Surrounding the logo are brick pavers featuring
personalized messages commemorating individuals, groups
and friends of agriculture. These customized brick pavers
are still available for purchase to memorialize Farm Bureau
members, families and friends who have made an impact on
our organization through decades of OKFB history.
The courtyard features a myriad of LED lights that
illuminate the space in the evening, making it a true
showpiece for the surrounding Capitol neighborhood. The
new space, along with a new OKFB sign that matches the
design of the courtyard, brings a fresh look to the
organization’s longtime headquarters as OKFB celebrates
75 years of representing rural Oklahoma and our state's
agriculture industry.
The new commemorative courtyard replaced an outdoor
space that was installed during OKFB's 25th anniversary
in 1967, while keeping with the original spirit of the
previous design.
Members of the public are welcome to visit the new plaza
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. daily. It is located on the
southeast side of OKFB headquarters at 2501 N. Stiles in
Oklahoma City.

To purchase brick pavers for inclusion in the OKFB commemorative courtyard, please contact
Amanda Rosholt with the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation at (405) 205-0066, or visit
the Brick Pavers page at the foundation's website, www.OKFarmingAndRanchingFoundation.org.
12 — Oklahoma Country

to legacy
farm bureaus and recognizes the dedication of Farm Bureau Members.
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Oklahoma Farm Bureau through the 1950s and 1960s

Membership drives were a common practice throughout
the 1950s and 60s. Each year, counties would strive to meet
their county goals and reach their yearly quota. This photo
was taken at a Custer County Farm Bureau membership
kickoff held at the county office on October 7, 1958.

In 1953, Pontotoc County Farm Bureau created an agricultural
demonstration plot to help farmers determine the best
varieties of field crops, legumes and grasses; the best tillage
methods for each; and particularly, the maximum amount of
fertilizer that could be used profitably on each.

1953 | Munn elected OKFB President
Lewis H. Munn, Alfalfa County farmer,
is elected to lead OKFB, holding the
position of president until 1975.

1950

April 1950 | Membership reaches 26,646

1952

1952 | OKFB Board gains
two positions
Two positions are added to the
OKFB State Board of Directors,
increasing the total number of
members from seven to nine,
following a restructuring of
OKFB districts.

1954
1953 | new building finalized
Contracts are signed,
beginning construction of a
new OKFB office near the state
Capitol Building.

“It was the spring of 1951.

The legislature was ready to adjourn and go home. In those
days, the legislature met biannually, and with a sharp cut in
per diem after 100 days, sessions were shorter.
“Directors of Oklahoma Farm Bureau weren’t ready for
them to go home. On April 6, 1951, the board addressed a
letter to the governor and to each member of the legislature.
The lawmakers had not finished their work as far as
agriculture was concerned, OKFB directors said. In six
typewritten pages, single-spaced, the board noted that
few farm bills had been passed and suggested that eight
others ought to be enacted before adjournment. Sixteen
other pending measures that were of interest to OKFB
were mentioned.
“The letter had significant effect. OKFB didn’t get all it
asked for, but the legislature stayed around another week
and enacted part of the OKFB demands. Oklahoma farmers
had influence.”
This excerpt from Ferdie J. Deering’s book “From the
Grassroots Up” illustrates the rapid growth of the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau in the early 1950s. With just nine years of
existence, the organization had already built a reputable
name associated with honesty, integrity and reliability. Key
leaders, such as John I. Taylor, Lewis H. Munn and Dan
Arnold, were the foundation for such a reputation.
Membership in the early 1950s included more than
26,000 families. Leaders encouraged members to talk to any
other farmers they knew and emphasized the importance of
a united voice. By May 1952, only one county was without a
Farm Bureau.
The reason for such growth was obvious: farmers
believed in the organization. Members donated hours upon
hours to membership drives and personal discussions with
other farmers.

1954 | New building dedicated
An open house celebrated the
opening of a new Farm
Bureau office at 2501 North
Stiles Avenue in Oklahoma
City, where the OKFB home
office is located to this day.

“I spent a lot of days recruiting members,” said Caddo
County charter member Elmer Mannschreck in Deering’s
book. “We would line up a task force, set a date and all go out
and try to get our neighbors and friends to join.
“At that time, I knew every farmer within a 10-mile
radius of where I lived,” he continued. “I never tried to
promote insurance. It’s a good service, but we emphasized
that if we would get together and talk about what we
wanted, we would be able to help farm people.”
Early leaders of the organization missed no opportunity
to share the story of OKFB and ask their fellow farmers and
ranchers to join. During one membership visit, OKFB
President Taylor called on a farmer whose mare was
delivering a colt. Taylor joined in to help, and the farmer
signed up right away.
Leaders soon recognized the need for a new building to
house the ever-expanding organization. By Feb. 9, 1952, a
contract was signed for a new building to be constructed
near the state Capitol. With the contract price of $610,481,
OKFB turned to the membership for help with funds. Farm
Bureau families invested $247,150 in building certificates,
indicating the membership’s deep confidence in the
organization. The remainder of the funds was paid by the
insurance company’s surplus funds. The building was
officially dedicated Aug. 3, 1954.
Leadership was a great contributing factor to the
significant growth. Taylor, who led the organization until
1953, provided a guiding voice of encouragement to
members across the state. Taylor and the other seven board
members took the lead in establishing organizational and
policy-making initiatives, in addition to setting the tone for
the fundamental philosophy of the organization.
Munn was elected president after Taylor’s resignation in

1956 | OKFB succeeds in the courtroom

1956
1955| Private Property defended

OKFB opposes the taking of private land
to expand the Fort Sill artillery range.
Within four years, the Army ceases
condemnation.

Frank Carter, OKFB legal counsel, asks the
state Supreme Court to permit Farm Bureau
to intervene in a lawsuit involving the rights
of a farmer to use natural gas produced on
his farm for fuel for irrigation pumps. The
case was decided in favor of the farmer.

1958
July 1959 | AFBF Meeting in OKC
More than 500 county
leaders attend the southern
region American Farm
Bureau institute held in
Oklahoma City, with AFBF
President Allan B. Kline as
the featured speaker.

1953 and served until 1975. During his 33 years as a member
of OKFB’s board of directors, he never missed a meeting. He
attended every AFBF convention from 1942 through 1980,
except two.
“Farm Bureau is now, and can continue to be, a great
and valuable organization to agriculture, this state and our
nation,” Munn wrote in his 1975 resignation letter. “Carefully
guide and direct its course and work diligently to sustain
and mold its growth. As time goes on, most of you will find
your efforts in sincerely working to build and strengthen the
organization to be much more rewarding than efforts to use
the organization for personal recognition or gain.”
Often overlooked in the history of OKFB was the
outstanding community that was developed in those early
years through organizational activities. From meetings to
picnics, from square dances to learning workshops, these
activities pulled together farmers and ranchers throughout
the state to not only discuss legislative issues, but also to
create relationships that would last a lifetime. This was the
foundation of the organization.

In 1952, Oklahoma Farm Bureau introduced the Votemobile, a
truck with sound reinforcement equipment installed that
toured the state, spotlighting the dates for registration and
voting. The Votemobile debuted in a ceremony on the south
steps of the Oklahoma State Capitol on May 26, 1952.

“Munn calls the people with whom he worked ‘the
finest, most upstanding people in the world,’” Deering
wrote. “He admits it is possible to find nice people wherever
you go, but insists, ‘There just happens to be more of them
in Farm Bureau.’”
One main consensus among OKFB’s farmers and
ranchers was the desire to learn. Several OKFB educational
workshops and discussions were created to help disseminate
information to farmers and ranchers who were eager to
learn about the latest farm practices and new technology.
With a rapidly growing organization came added
member benefits and services. In response to resolutions
from the previous year, OKFB launched a tire-and-battery
service in 1964, offering all types of tires and batteries at a
considerable savings over regular retail prices.
In 1966, OKFB hired Jim Williams to organize a safety
unit in the information division to promote general farm
and household safety as well as inform members and the
public about highway laws and share safe driving tips.
With the beginning of the safety service, OKFB began

Members across the state donated countless hours to
membership drives as the organization grew. Here, W.A.
Cassell of Elmore City (left) signs up for his Garvin County
Farm Bureau membership with A.J. Chapman, membership
committee co-chairman, during OKFB's 1953 campaign.

July 1962 | Safety Service Starts

OKFB inaugurates a safety
service, which, through the
county offices, members could
purchase a number of safety
devices for emergencies.

OKFB's 1960 Farm
Family of the Year
Darold Butler family of
Pauls Valley.

1960

1962

1964
1963 | Commodity Commissions
With support from OKFB, the
Oklahoma legislature creates the
wheat and peanut commissions.

1961 | Membership reaches 41,821

19

encouraging members to use Slow Moving Vehicle signs,
which were designed at the Agricultural Engineering School
at Ohio State University for all vehicles not capable of
moving faster than 25 mph. OKFB was the state distributor
for one of the major manufacturers of the signs, which were
sold through county Farm Bureaus.
The newly formed organization had a significant
number of legislative issues brought to the table from
county members, some of which were readily accepted by
the legislature and some that would take years to achieve.
One of the first resolutions passed at the first OKFB
convention was to attain sales tax exemptions on
agricultural inputs. After several years and attempts to
remove sales tax for farmers, the first success was in 1957
when a measure passed granting a sales tax exemption for
feed and the trade-in value of used farm machinery, followed
by an exemption for fertilizer in 1965. It would take a few
more years to receive a blanket exemption, but farmers and
ranchers were well on their way to victory.
In the 1960s, OKFB entered several court cases in support

of farmers' and ranchers’ water rights and was involved in
passing the state’s first egg-grading law. OKFB also supported
the will of farmers and ranchers through the formation of
checkoffs for a variety of commodities, including wheat,
lambs, hogs and pecans. These matters served as part of the
growth of the organization, providing the opportunity to
learn through failures and capitalize on successes. In the
coming years, this valuable experience in legislative matters
would be essential for overcoming new challenges.
Through the 1950s and 1960s, OKFB took the energy that
was evident throughout the organization's formation and
transformed it into progress for agriculture and rural
Oklahoma. Capitalizing upon the state's pioneer spirit,
members transformed their passion and desire to maximize
the organization's impact into progress for OKFB's members
from the statehouse to the courthouse to the farmhouse.
Closing out the 1960s with more than 50,000 members, the
influence OKFB could wield was built on the foundations of
the organization's charter members and allowed the
budding farm organization to grow into the future.

On July 10, 1958, members of Farm Bureau counties in western
Oklahoma held this Meet the Candidate forum with two
runoff candidates for the democratic nomination for
congressman: Congressman Toby Morris (second from left)
and challenger Victor Wickersham (second from right).

Sharing agriculture’s story with Oklahomans removed from
the farm has been a long-standing effort undertaken by OKFB.
In 1968, one of the top commercial attractions of the State Fair
of Oklahoma was the “see-through” incubator in the Farm
Bureau exhibit, viewed by thousands of fair attendees.

964 | Safemark member benefit begins

OKFB launches a tire-and battery-service in
response to member resolutions. Members
could buy all types of tires and batteries at a
considerable savings over regular retail prices.

1966
1965 | Fertilizer Exempted

After more than 20 years of
consistent pressure from
OKFB, the Oklahoma
Legislature adds fertilizer
to the list of items exempted
from state sales taxes.

Jan. 1967 | 25th anniversary celebrated
As part of the celebration, Dan Arnold
asks OKFB members to bring a gallon
of soil from every county to be
deposited in a planting area in front of
the OKFB home office building.

1968
1966 | Slow Moving Vehicle
Sign Initiative
Oklahoma Farm Bureau's
newly-formed Safety Service
becomes a distributor of
Slow Moving Vehicle signs to
encourage OKFB members to
implement them.

ATTENTION GARDENERS:

HUGE DR
TILLER SALE!
®

DIRECT PRICING • FREE SHIPPING!
Models
Star tisnt g

$ 399

99

PLUS, Tow-Behind Tillers for garden tractor owners!
DRrototiller.com

RENEW

95466A © 2017

at ju

All-New 2017 DR® Tiller line-up includes
Rear- and Front-Tine models, Mini-Tillers, and
more—all at BIG, Pre-Season Savings!

NEW and IMPROVED

DR® Field and Brush Mowers

Your Driveway
...with the ALL-NEW
DR® POWER GRADER!

Faster…Easier...
Lower-Priced!
Mow ﬁelds, brush,
even saplings with
never-before ease.
Plus—

SAVES YOU MONEY—loosens and redistributes
existing material, saving you from purchasing
new gravel or stone.

Starting
at just

ALL NEW

Tow-Behind

Models

Starting at just

89999!

$

1 39999

$ ,

EASY TO USE—tows
—tows behind your ATV or
riding mower, filling in potholes and ruts.

6 MONTH
FREE
EASY
SHIPPING TRIAL FINANCING
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS.
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NEW POWER STEERING for easier handling!
NEW LOW PRICES reduced up to $500!
DRﬁeldbrush.com

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers.
TOLL
FREE

888-213-0238

95466C © 2017

DRpowergrader.com

95466B © 2017

NEW WIDE CUT MODELS for faster mowing!

PRECISE CONTROL of grading
depth is adjustable from your
driver’s seat.
AMAZINGLY DURABLE carbide teeth
last 10X longer than steel on ordinary
box scrapers.

20 HP,
PRO MAX-34

EXCLUSIVE

$500

CASH
ALLOWANCE 1

FOR ELIGIBLE FARM BUREAU MEMBERS.

HELPING YOU THROUGH EVERY SEASON.

Chevrolet is proud to present this exclusive $500 offer 1 toward the purchase or
lease of most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles.

FARM BUREAU

1 Offer available through 5/31/17. Available on most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles. Excludes 2016 Equinox L, Colorado 2SA and Spark EV; 2016 Malibu and Traverse L models, Cruze Limited L, Spark,
SS and City Express, and 2016 Chevrolet Cruze L model. This offer is not available with some other offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of
30 days will be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau
Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.

ALTUS
Wilmes Chevrolet Buick GMC
580-482-4866
www.wilmeschevrolet.net

CHANDLER
Randy Bowen Chevrolet GMC, Inc.
405-258-0055
www.randybowenchevrolet.com

KINGFISHER
Dobrinski Chevrolet, Buick GMC
405-375-3155
www.dobrinski.com

PONCA CITY
Pemberton, Inc.
580-765-5595
www.pembertonchevrolet.com

ARDMORE
Brad Fenton Super Store
580-223-4300
www.fentongm.com

ENID
Northcutt Chevrolet Buick
580-234-5171
www.northcuttchevybuicktoyota.com

PAULS VALLEY
Seth Wadley Buick GMC Cadillac
405-238-9681
www.sethwadleygmccadillacbuick.com

PRYOR
Roberts Auto Center
918-825-5410
www.pryorautodealer.com

HINTON
Wheeler Chevrolet
405-542-3008
www.wheelerchevy.com

PERRY
Vance Chevy Buick GMC
580-336-2273
www.vancechevy.com/
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families are advanced; we are efficient;
we are exceptional stewards of our
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and for families around the world.
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is technology important on your farm or ranch and how do you use it?
OKAGAdvances
How have improvements in seed technology benefited your farm?

Why is technology important on your farm or ranch and how do you use it?
How does technology improve your environmental stewardship or animal care?
How have improvements in seed technology benefited your farm?
How does technology improve your environmental stewardship or animal care?
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What foods or consumer products are produced from your farm?
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How
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Why is food safety important to you?
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Why is it important to you to provide a quality, affordable product for consumers?
Why is affordable food important in addressing food insecurity?
What community service or civic organizations are you involved with in your community?
Why is environmental stewardship important on your farm or ranch?
Why is affordable food important in addressing food insecurity?
What conservation practices do you employ to improve your natural resources?
Why is environmental stewardship important on your farm or ranch?
What conservation practices do you employ to improve your natural resources?
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SSV Rentals
Starting at

RENTS

RENT

99 a day/$300 a week

$

Tree Removal Attachments & More

$99

RENT

“The Brand That Works”

Great Plains Kubota
855-4KUBOTA

GPKUBOTA.COM • GPRENTS.COM
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A limited edition Kubota /ORCA Cooler*
A limited edition Kubota/ORCA Cooler*

Lunch • Prizes • Give-A-Ways • Demos • And More

SAVE THE DATE, AND PUT THE KUBOTA DIFFERENCE TO THE TEST!
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Great Plains Kubota

Where You Get The GP Advantage
855-4KUBOTA • GPKUBOTA.COM

��o �urc�ase necessary. �oid ��ere �ro�i�ited. �ust �e �� years of age or older.
��o �urc�ase necessary. �oid ��ere �ro�i�ited. �ust �e �� years of age or older.
Enter
at at
dealer
dealerfor
fordetails
detailsand
andofficial
official
rules.
Enter
dealerOrange
OrangeDays
DaysEvent.
Event. See
See dealer
rules.

kubota.com
kubota.com

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2017

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2017

Spring 2017 — 23

CONSIDER THE BENEFITS
Healthy benefits
s keeping your body in good health a priority to you? It should be! And Oklahoma Farm Bureau member benefits can help you
stay on top of your healthy lifestyle with discounts on health screenings, tools to prevent and solve emergency situations, and
much more. With these member benefits, you'll be well on your way to enjoying life to the fullest without frequent concerns
about your health.

HEART
Life Line Health Screening

Stay on top of your health with Life Line’s proactive health screening. One of the five
hospital-grade tests is atrial fibrillation test, which screens for a common heart arrhythmia
to help prevent strokes.

24 — Oklahoma Country
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PEACE OF MIND
Air Evac Lifeteam

Let Air Evac Lifeteam ease your mind about accidents in rural areas. In an emergency situation,
AEL will fly directly to members' residences, farms, fields or the location of an accident simply
by members calling AEL's toll-free number. Plus, OKFB members get a reduced annual fee.

LifeStation Medical Monitoring

Electronic medical monitoring from LifeStation puts medical help just a push of a button
away, providing you and your loved ones with peace of mind. Oklahoma Farm Bureau
members receive a discount on LifeStation's monthly service fee – only $25.95 per month –
with no equipment charges.

EYES
Primary Vision Care Services (PVCS)

As a new OKFB benefit, PVCS offers an outstanding vision care services plan to ensure the
best possible care for your vision.

QualSight LASIK

OKFB members receive preferred pricing for QualSight LASIK vision correction, a
life-changing procedure.

HEARING
Beltone Hearing Aid Centers and ClearValue Hearing

Is your hearing keeping you from living life to the fullest? Both Beltone Hearing Aid Centers
and ClearValue Hearing offer members special discounts to help correct your hearing.

For details on these member benefits and more, visit okfarmbureau.org/benefits.
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ashes
from the

by Becky Samples
photos by Dustin Mielke

Farming and ranching communities band together to
help Oklahoma ranchers recover and rebuild after the
devastating wildfires that swept through three states.

O

n a crisp March afternoon, Britt
Hilton looks to the sky, praying
for rain. Although the
opportunity for rain has never been far
from the minds of family farmers or
ranchers, Hilton’s prayer has a tone of
hopeful desperation. His ranch recently
lost 35 head of cattle, 31,000 acres of
grass, and more than 150 miles of fence.
A good rain would help with the healing
process, but Hilton, along with several
family farmers and ranchers spread
across Beaver, Woodward and Harper
Counties, as well as parts of Kansas,

Colorado and Texas, has a long road of
recovery ahead of him in the coming
days, months and years.
Hilton's passion for ranching is a
generations-old tradition. The Beaver
County Farm Bureau member's family
has been ranching in the Oklahoma
Panhandle since statehood. Soon after
graduation from Oklahoma State
University, he made the decision to start
his own ranch in partnership with his
brother on family land.
To those unfamilar with Oklahoma's
rural areas, 31,000 acres may invoke

visions of the land-controlling cattle
barons of Western lore. The reality could
not be further from the truth. Hilton’s
herd of nearly 1,000 head of cattle isn’t
paid off, not unusual for ranchers just
beginning their business, and the land
on which his cattle graze is leased.
As Hilton surveys his once-lush
pastures from his truck, he stops next
to one small green patch of grass
surrounded by charred earth.
“Finding my cattle in this small valley
was nothing short of a miracle,” Hilton
said. “I had no idea what would be left of

my land or my herd.”
Initially, Hilton wasn’t able to survey
his own damage. As a volunteer
firefighter, he was one of the first to
respond when the fires began. He
continued to fight the fires for more
than 40 hours after the first blaze
started around 11 a.m. on March 6.
“We really thought we had it handled
by mid-afternoon,” Hilton said. “I was
optimistic that we had really dodged a
bullet, but by 5 p.m., the winds shifted
and it took off.”
The blaze continued into the night,

and Hilton, along with several other
first responders, fought the fires.
Oftentimes overwhelmed by extremely
dense smoke, they had to be careful not
to hit other firefighters’ trucks.
After two days, the fires were
contained, but not without casualties.
As Hilton now stands next to what
can only be described as the closest
thing to Eden in this now desolate
wasteland, the relief is still evident in
Hilton’s voice. The majority of his herd
made it to safety throughout the fires,
but as with any disaster, a domino effect

would be felt throughout the panhandle.
According the a preliminary report by
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture,
Food and Forestry, more than 3,000 head of
cattle were lost along with 6,700 estimated
hogs. After the initial shock of the fires,
ranchers quickly realized the totality of the
next steps facing them. The dreaded task
of disposing of perished cattle and hogs
was obvious, but the problem of feeding
the animals that survived the fires became
the main priority. In addition, miles of
fencing had been burned, damaged or
purposefully cut to allow animals to
retreat from the flames.

As sleepless days and nights of fighting
the raging fires faded and attention turned
to restless days of moving toward recovery,
ranchers making their livelihoods in a
place some might consider the “middle of
nowhere” found themselves in the midst of
an outpouring of support and resources.

a community binds together

I

n the midst of tragedy, another domino
effect was witnessed. Almost
immediately following the blaze, the
agriculture community sprung into action.
County Farm Bureaus in the Panhandle
began to receive numerous calls.
Oklahoma State University dedicated their
county extension offices in the area to
become hubs of the relief effort, serving as
“mission control” for connecting donations
with those who needed them most.
Individuals who had been affected began
to mobilize and organize hay drop-off
locations while also fielding calls from
desperate ranchers trying to save their
herds and begin the rebuilding process.
Emergency management teams flooded
into the area to help with efficiently
organized wildfire relief efforts. Sen. Jim
Inhofe and Sen. James Lankford both made
emergency trips to survey the damage and
offer words of support and encouragement.

Once again, the “Oklahoma Standard”
was embodied in the outpouring of
compassionate support and selfless
giving in a time of certain need.
Oklahoma Farm Bureau members,
along with members of the Oklahoma
Cattlemen’s Association, the Oklahoma
Pork Council and various other agriculture
groups, began fielding response efforts, as
well. Oklahoma Farm Bureau partnered
with Love’s Travel Stops and Farm Credit
of Oklahoma to sponsor fuel donations to
help with the expenses of delivering hay
donated to wildfire relief. OKFB also
networked with Farm Bureaus across the
nation, including states affected by fires
and those that were not, to identify ways
that resources could be shared to the
greatest benefit for all.
Social media proved invaluable by not
only spreading the word about the relief
efforts, but also serving as a conduit for
those wishing to express their pride in and
dedication to a community often
overlooked. Dozens of videos were posted
to social media highlighting convoys of
trucks delivering hay. Farmers and
ranchers posted testimonies on social
media, sharing their story as a means to
tell our state and nation not only about the
groundswell of support, but also about how
agriculture was binding together void of

near the ignition point

ego or accolade. A quiet, yet determined,
community found strength as they
banded together to help those affected,
as individuals and groups dedicated to
protecting the livelihoods of farmers
and ranchers.
Two weeks after the fires, green grass
began to peek through the sand and soil
amongst the charred prickly pear and
yucca, although it would be months before
the newly-sprouted grass would be hearty
enough for Hilton's cattle to graze upon.
This grass could possibly become fraught
with weeds, but it also represents hope.
Miles of fence will need to be replaced, but
until grass takes hold, the sandy soils on
Hilton's ranch will continue to blow and
could bury both existing and new fence.
Hilton will still continue to pray for rain,
but his heart is full of unfettered gratitude.
“Words can’t explain the outpouring
of support and love the agriculture
community has witnessed,” Hilton said.
“I have heard stories of farmers driving as
far as Michigan, Louisiana and West
Virginia to deliver desperately-needed
hay and other supplies. We will be in
recovery for a long time, but after an
event like this, it really puts what is
important into perspective: your loved
ones and a livelihood that requires grit
and determination.”

of the fire that spread northeast to Ashland, Kansas, and south to the Hilton family ranch as winds changed,
pastures once dense with forage for cattle were reduced to hills of barren ground peppered with charred yucca.

1,100 miles

of fence is estimated to have been destroyed in Oklahoma
due to the wildfires, presenting a major rebuilding
challenge to ranchers as they, and volunteer crews from
around the nation, work to restore what was lost.

britt hilton

stands in front of hay from around the state, and nation,
that was donated to help panhandle ranchers continue to
feed their cattle in the aftermath of the March 2017 fire.

Oklahoma wildfire economic impact exceeds $16 million
Dr. Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist
The wildfires that ravaged parts of the Southern Plains in early March caused enormous economic losses and incalculable loss
of human life. In Oklahoma, over 310,000 acres burned, causing a wide variety of losses to livestock, pastures, hay, fences and
facilities. Estimates of losses based on preliminary information currently available sum to a total of $14.6 million for cattle
operations. In addition, a large hog farm sustained losses of some 6,000 sows and an unknown number of weaning pigs. Hog
farm losses of animals and facilities likely total $2 million dollars or more.
Estimated cattle industry losses in Oklahoma include $6.7 million for fence replacement and repair; $3.5 million for livestock
killed or destroyed as a result of the fire, plus veterinary costs and reduced value of surviving injured animals; $2.2 million for
burned facilities and corrals; $1.3 million for emergency feed; and $0.92 million for burned pasture and hay. These estimates
are based in part on preliminary totals of some 3,000 head of cattle lost and over 1,100 miles of fences impacted. These totals
do not include any estimates for equipment losses. These estimates may increase as more comprehensive assessment of the
losses is completed.
The losses incurred in the fires will have significant and long-lasting financial impacts on the operations and families affected.
However, no significant market impacts on livestock prices are expected as a result of the fire impacts.

NOBLE NEWS

from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

Cracking pecan's problems
Researchers from across disciplines come together for the first time in history to answer pressing,
fundamental questions about the native nut as it gains global popularity.
ne of the first Americans to
appreciate the flavor of pecans
was George Washington, who planted
the stately trees on the lawns of Mount
Vernon in 1775. Yet true cultivation of
the nuts wouldn’t begin for about another
century, when entrepreneurs established
orchards in Texas, Louisiana and Georgia.
Today, pecans remain as all-American
as ever. They live naturally nowhere else
in the world, thriving in the moist but
well-drained soil along the riverbanks
of Texas and Oklahoma, stretching as
far north as Illinois. Over the past few
decades, production has expanded far
outside a pecan’s native range to 15
states. And while the trees have changed

little over the centuries, modern demand
has. Spurred largely by a rising appetite
for pecans in China, production has gone
nuts over the past decade. Now about
300 million pounds of pecans are
produced annually.
But the trees are paying a price for
their newfound popularity. Crops are
increasingly attacked by pecan scab, a
disease that is caused by a fungus.
“We’re pushing the trees harder, and
that makes it worse,” said Charles Rohla,
director of the Center for Pecan and
Specialty Agriculture (CPSA) at the
Noble Foundation.
The scab spores only strike actively
growing tissue. Therefore, when the trees

A close up of a pecan leaf reveals a small piece of the intricate nature of researchers'
work to better understand the plant.
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maximize production, they also become
more vulnerable to disease.
More than two-thirds of pecan
varieties are now affected by this disease,
especially those grown in warm, humid
states like Georgia. Plus, to get the most
economical use out of their land, growers
will plant trees close together, which
limits air circulation and enhances the
moist, muggy conditions the fungus
likes. Some southeastern growers spray
fungicide multiple times a year to keep
the disease under control.
This real-world production problem
has become the focus of a new Noble
Foundation research project that draws
together the organization’s expertise
from the laboratory to the orchard.
The effort received a boost in October,
when the National Institute of Food and
Agriculture awarded a historic, $4.3
million grant to Noble and five other
institutions to develop resources for
pecans and study some of the toughest
problems facing pecans.
Answering the Fungus Question
Along with new ways to tackle pecan
scab, Noble Foundation scientists are
discovering other ways to keep trees
productive and healthy for decades
by investigating pecan root structure,
biology and genetics.
These scientific efforts have already
led to at least one surprising discovery
about the pecan scab culprit. Traditional
wisdom maintains that the fungus
reproduces asexually – meaning it
grows from genetically identical spores
dispersed by the wind and rain.
Yet a team led by Carolyn Young,
Ph.D., an associate professor in the
Forage Improvement Division, has
found evidence that the fungus can
also reproduce sexually in laboratory
experiments, recombining its genetic

material with other scab isolates. The
next step is to determine if and when this
occurs in the wild.
Once confirmed, this research
will help explain why pecan scab has
preferences for certain types of pecans
and how fungicide resistance can spread.
“Everybody we talk to says it’s an asexual
fungus,” Young said. “But one of the
fundamental assumptions may not be
true. This impacts our understanding of
the pathogen's biology and may influence
how we manage the disease.”
Fingerprinting Pecans
Some varieties of trees are naturally less
vulnerable to scab. It’s just a matter of
identifying them. The laboratory of Maria
Monteros, Ph.D., an associate professor
who leads a genomics laboratory in the
Forage Improvement Division, is working
to establish a genetic profile or “DNA
fingerprint” unique to each variety.
Currently, she says, growers tend to
identify varieties based on observations
of the nut characteristics including size
and shape. But visual identification can
be challenging, given that the water or
nutrient availability, or the presence of
disease, can change the appearance of the
nuts. Also, young trees don’t produce nuts
at all for several years.
A more precise – and objective – way
to identify a tree is through its DNA. As
of now, Monteros is building a genetic
catalog of about 60 different tree samples.
“The focus of this work is to provide
growers with a tool to determine which
trees they have in their orchard,” she
explained. “If certain trees are susceptible
to pecan scab, knowing this information
would help develop orchard management
practices. Also, if a grower has a tree that
was exceptionally productive, and wanted
to get more of them, we could develop a
genetic fingerprint of that tree.”

Pecan scab fungus grows in a petri dish for research purposes.
The concept of DNA fingerprinting
has already been applied to other crops,
she said, including coffee. In that case,
coffee grains are visually difficult to
distinguish, but those with better flavor
are in higher demand and often get a
price premium. Her team is also working
on identifying DNA segments that
provide resistance to pecan scab disease.
In addition to genetic exploration, the
laboratory of Elison Blancaflor, Ph.D., a
professor in the Plant Biology Division,
is starting to look at ways by which
microscopy equipment at the Noble
Foundation can provide insight into root
development in pecans, an area where
very little is known. Propagation of
elite pecan varieties requires grafting of
the upper part of a tree to a compatible
rootstock. Blancaflor and Rohla want
to understand how the root system of
pecans contribute to healthy and more
robust rootstocks.
Other questions about fundamental
pecan biology also remain. Rohla is
exploring why all trees cycle in unison

between low and high production on the
same years. A heavy production followed
by lighter bearing the following year is
a hallmark of the crop’s natural rhythm.
But quantity sacrifices quality.
“Whenever we have a big crop, it
takes so many nutrients from the tree
resulting in poor quality," Rohla said.
“The following year the crop is smaller as
a result of the stress the tree endured the
year before.”
That makes sense, but what’s not
known is why each tree, no matter
what cycle it begins with, eventually
produces in sync with every other tree.
If production years were mixed, farmers
could have more predictable prices –
especially as worldwide demand rises.
“Because they are native to North
America, most countries don’t even know
what a pecan is,” Rohla said.
They soon will. And as more parts of
the world discover health benefits and
tastiness of the pecan, Noble researchers
will continue to support a food with roots
deeper than America itself.
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ALL AROUND OKLAHOMA
OKFB members travel to Phoenix for American Farm
Bureau Federation's Annual Convention
klahoma Farm Bureau members
gathered in Phoenix in January for
the American Farm Bureau Federation
98th Annual Convention and IDEAg
Trade Show.
This year’s convention was centered on
the idea of uniting members from across
the country to celebrate the importance
of American agriculture.
Several OKFB Young Farmers and
Ranchers members made the trip to
Phoenix to compete on a national level
for YF&R awards. Comanche County’s
Isaac Fisher competed for the YF&R
Achievement Award and Rachel Pickens
from Payne County presented her
agriculture and Farm Bureau experience
as part of the Excellence in Agriculture
competition. Jackson County YF&R
member Jennifer Howard discussed

regulatory issues and big data in
agriculture during two discussion
meet rounds.
The opening general session kicked off
Sunday morning, where OKFB President
Tom Buchanan presented the Oklahoma
state flag, AFBF President Zippy Duvall
shared Farm Bureau’s direction for 2017
and OKFB was recognized for winning
five State Excellence awards.
Farm Bureau delegates began shaping
the future of agriculture and rural
America during the business session
Tuesday morning, poring over and
discussing policy change proposals with
other members from across the country.
Delegates covered the full range of
agriculture over the day-long session,
passing resolutions such as important
measures covering regulatory reform,

crop insurance, the inclusion of food
assistance in the upcoming farm bill,
school nutrition, biotechnology, energy
and more.
At the closing general session on
Monday morning, football stars Peyton
and Archie Manning gave the closing
address with insight and humor.
The convention featured a variety of
workshops on many topics, including
a Farm Bill workshop presented by
Oklahoma’s own Bart Fischer of the
House Agriculture Committee. Other
workshop topics included immigration,
media training, crisis management,
GMOs, antibiotics, agricultural literacy,
and much more.
Visit f b.org/newsroom for more
convention details and media. For more
photos, visit the OKFB Flickr page.

Above left: Oklahoma Farm Bureau delegates discuss policy change proposals with fellow Farm Bureau members from across the
nation during the 2017 American Farm Bureau Annual Meeting. Top right: The Oklahoma Wheat Commission serves convention goers
fresh-baked cinnamon rolls and bread made with Oklahoma wheat. Above right: Farm Bureau members speak with Oklahoma’s own
Bart Fischer of the House Agriculture Committee during a break-out session about the upcoming farm bill.
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Above left: OKFB President Tom Buchanan presents the Oklahoma state flag during the opening session. Top left: AFBF President Zippy
Duvall gives his annual address to Farm Bureau members. Top right: Archie and Peyton Manning speak with insight and humor during
the closing session. Above right: OKFB Women's Leadership Committee members prepare for the AFBF women's business session.
Below left: Jennifer Howard discusses regulatory issues and big data in agriculture during two discussion meet rounds. Below right:
Rachel Pickens presents her agriculture and FB experience as part of the Excellence in Agriculture event.
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County Farm Bureaus host various activities during
Farm Bureau Week
ounty Farm Bureaus celebrated Farm
Bureau Week Feb. 20-24, 2017, with
a variety of fun activities and delicious
food throughout the week.
This week allowed Farm Bureau
members to host different activities and
events to help promote Farm Bureau
within their communities. It was also

a great opportunity for county Farm
Bureaus to gain members and become
active in the community. Many county
offices hosted open houses to allow those
interested in Farm Bureau to stop by and
learn more about the organization.
To see more fun pictures and news,
visit the OKFB Facebook page.

Noble County Farm Bureau had a
great turnout for their hamburger and
hot dog feed.

Jefferson County Farm Bureau had a
large crowd for their open house with
a great meal.

At Noble County Farm Bureau’s hamburger and hot dog feed, Vance Chevrolet brought
several Chevy trucks for display that Farm Bureau members can receive a discount on.

Cotton County Farm Bureau held an open
house with a free meal and door prizes.

Stephens County Farm Bureau made a donation to a local school, Comanche Elementary
School, in honor of Farm Bureau Week. The donation will help teachers buy supplies.
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This photo, submitted by Shelly Sitton,
was the winner of Payne County Farm
Bureau’s Facebook photo contest.

OKFB members hear from state leaders during
legislative leadership conference
arm Bureau leaders from across the
state gathered to discuss policy for
agriculture and rural Oklahoma during
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Legislative
Leadership Conference in Oklahoma City
March 6-7.
The two-day conference gave Farm
Bureau members an opportunity to learn
about statewide policy issues and visit
with state leaders and legislators.
Nine individuals named OKFB
Champions were honored during a
reception with Farm Bureau members
and more than 40 other state leaders
and legislators. OKFB Champion Award
recipients included former Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt, Senate Pro
Tem Mike Schulz, House Speaker Charles
McCall, House Speaker Pro Tem Harold
Wright, Sen. Don Barrington, Sen. A.J.
Griffin, Sen. James Leewright, Sen. Bryce
Marlatt and Rep. Casey Murdock.
County Farm Bureau members received
an update on the state of the organization
from OKFB President Tom Buchanan and
Executive Director Monica Wilke, who
both highlighted Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance Co.’s continued success
including its recent credit rating boost.
Both Wilke and Buchanan shared the
organization’s continued commitment
to serving as the voice of agriculture and
rural Oklahoma at 23rd and Lincoln.
Oklahoma Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb, a
potential candidate in Oklahoma’s 2018
gubernatorial race, shared his vision
for Oklahoma with OKFB members.
A proponent of small business, Lamb
recently resigned from Gov. Mary Fallin’s
Cabinet due to her plan to raise taxes.
“To have a thriving, growing state, you
must have a thriving, growing 77-county
economy,” Lamb said, speaking to the
importance of preserving and improving
rural Oklahoma.
Lamb also said he supports
communities collaborating to prepare for
future water needs.
“I’m pro-water,” Lamb said, responding
to a question about moving and selling
Oklahoma water.
House Speaker Charles McCall gave an
update from the Oklahoma Legislature,
calling the state budget the biggest

Above left: Members listen in on the House floor from the gallery at the Oklahoma State
Capitol as part of Oklahoma Farm Bureau's 2017 Legislative Leadership Conference.
Above right: Oklahoma Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb, a potential candidate in Oklahoma's 2018
gubernatorial race, shares his vision for Oklahoma with OKFB members during the OKFB
Legislative Leadership Conference.
priority at the state Capitol this year.
Representing a rural seat, McCall
said policy at the state Capitol must
promote rural Oklahoma, not only
urban Oklahoma.
With Oklahoma public education
policy currently debated statewide, Farm
Bureau members also heard from key
statewide leaders in education. State
Schools Superintendent Joy Hofmeister
told Farm Bureau members about
the work of the State Department of
Education, including a new system of
accountability for public schools.
“For Oklahoma to flourish, education
must flourish,” Hofmeister said.
Hofmeister also emphasized the
importance of the home and family,
referencing the vast number of Oklahoma
students with single parents or
incarcerated parents.
“We must continue to invest our
finances and our time in Oklahoma
education,” she said.
Oklahoma State University President
Burns Hargis spoke about the impacts of
cuts to higher education by the Oklahoma
state legislature.
“Our work at Oklahoma State is critical
to Oklahoma and critical to agriculture,”
Hargis said.

Dr. Thomas Coon, vice president and
dean of OSU Division of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources,
discussed the role of his division in
serving Oklahomans through education,
research and extension.
Highlighting last year’s budget cuts
to higher education, Coon said DASNR’s
budget has decreased by $10 million
during his three-year tenure. With
cooperative extension agents a priority
issue for OKFB, Coon asked the members
to share OSU DASNR’s impact on their
livelihoods–whether through education,
research or cooperative extension–with
state representatives and senators.
Donelle Harder, former
communications director for Sen. Jim
Inhofe, taught members the importance
of utilizing social media to influence
state and federal lawmakers, policy
makers, journalists and other leaders.
Members were encouraged to utilize
Twitter and Facebook to engage in
policy discussions.
Farm Bureau members ended the
conference with a visit to the Oklahoma
State Capitol and a dedication ceremony
of the OKFB 75th Anniversary
Commemorative Courtyard.
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OKFB Women's Leadership Committee to host
Youth Safety Day June 2
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s
Leadership Committee will hold
their annual Youth Safety Day on Friday,
June 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the OKFB
home office in Oklahoma City.
The 2017 Youth Safety Day will host
students grades 5-9 from across the state
of Oklahoma and offer a wide variety of
safety lessons related to everyday life
demonstrated by OKFB Safety Services
personnel and other guests. Participants
will learn about rollover prevention
from the Oklahoma Highway Patrol,
tractor safety, the life-saving flight
crews of Air Evac Lifeteam, ATV safety
and much more.
Safety day will begin with registration
9 a.m. with safety lessons starting at 10
a.m. Lunch will be provided.
Applications must be received by
Wednesday, May 24, and are available
on our applications center page on the
OKFB website.
The OKFB WLC hosts a youth safety
day each year to share safety lessons with
students promoting safe habits on farms,
ranches and at home.

OKFB members host booth at Annual KNID Agrifest
his year’s Annual KNID Agrifest
was held at the Garfield County
Fairgrounds in Enid on January 13-14.
On Friday, Garfield County Farm
Bureau members Gary Johnson, Desdive
Milacek and Elmer and Judy Anglin
manned the booth. On Saturday, Kenny
Ferda from Grant County joined Gary
and Desdive to cover the booth
throughout the day.
Door prizes were given away to
Agrifest attendees who signed up at the
booth, and candy was given to kids who
attended. Brochures and information
on Farm Bureau was available and FB
members visited with show attendees
about the value of a Farm Bureau
membership and the importance of
the organization.
The KNID Agrifest displayed more
than $150 million in equipment and
agriculture-related products from more
than 300 vendors.
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Gary Johnson, Desi and Todd speak with Sen. Roland Pederson (an Alfalfa County Farm
Bureau member) during the Annual KNID Agrifest.

Oklahoma Farm Bureau hosts Legislative Welcome
Back reception

Above left: Sen. Roland Pederson (right), OKFB member and former board member, visits with OKFB state director James Fuser during
the OKFB 2017 Legislative Welcome Back reception Feb. 7 at the OKFB home office. Above right: OKFB President Tom Buchanan (right)
visits with freshman Sen. Adam Pugh at the reception.

Meet the newest Oklahoma Farm Bureau board
member, Jim Meek
im Meek of Okmulgee County was
elected to serve his first term on
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Board
representing District 9 during the 2016
OKFB Annual Meeting Nov. 11-13 in
Oklahoma City.
Meek has been a Farm Bureau
member since 1976 and has served
on the Okmulgee County Board for
about 10 years.
“I gave it a lot of thought and thought
it would be a good way to give back to the
community, give back to the young people
and get involved again,” Meek said of his
decision to join the county board.
Meek currently serves as the vice
president of the Okmulgee County Board.
After encouragement from several OKFB
members, Meek decided to run for a
position on the State Board.
“After a lot of thought, particularly
after SQ 777, I realized a lot of our
smaller communities don’t understand
agriculture as much they need to,” Meek
said, speaking of his decision to run for
the state board. “I thought possibly by
serving on the board, that would give me
a venue that I could talk and visit with
people to get them to understand the

importance of agriculture, both as an
industry and a way of life. I hope that,
through my place on the board, I can help
the members and the company all be
efficient at promoting agriculture.”
Meek and his wife, Glenda, have
raised cattle for about 35 years. They
have around 90 head of commercial cattle
year-round on their ranch in Okmulgee,
Okla., selling their calves
to stocker operations.
When Meek graduated Oklahoma State
University with an agricultural education
degree, he began his career in education
in Keota, Okla., in Haskell County, where
he taught for three years. He then started
teaching at Stigler, Okla., where he led
a successful agriculture program with
an emphasis on leadership. Students
were involved in livestock showing,
several different contests and classroom
activities.
After nine years in Stigler, Meek
was selected as the southeast district
supervisor of agricultural education
where he worked for the next 25 years.
At one point, Meek was the supervisor
for 96 schools with 96 FFA programs in
the southeast quarter of the state. He was

heavily involved
in developing
leadership
activities for
young people
for both the
district and the
state level.
After leaving
his job as district
supervisor, Meek
Jim Meek, District 9
began working for
Board Member
CareerTech Skills
Centers, which provides vocational
and life skills training to inmates and
juvenile offenders.
“I was still involved in agriculture
because we had floriculture programs
and meat-processing programs,” Meek
said of his work at CareerTech. “I didn’t
set those up, but I helped set up the
training programs that were associated
with those.”
Meek retired from education after 38
years to focus on his cattle operation.
“It was a real important part of my
life,” Meek said about his dedication to
agricultural eduction.
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OKFB commodity tour to visit central Oklahoma
klahoma Farm Bureau members
will travel to the Heart of the
Arbuckles in central Oklahoma during
OKFB’s annual commodity tour May 3-5.
The three-day tour will feature
history, way of life, customs, industry
and commodities of the southcentral area. Attendees will have the
opportunity to visit a variety of farms
and agribusinesses, including Valley
View Pecans, Big Creek Event, the Noble
Foundation, OK Wire Products, a crawfish
farm and much more.
The latest tour schedule is provided,
and updated schedules will be available
on the OKFB website as tour details
become finalized.
Buses will load for the tour at the
OKFB home office in Oklahoma City.
Tour attendees will stay two nights
in a Sulphur-area hotel. Meals will be
provided during the tour.
For more information or if you have
questions, contact Marcia Irvin at (405)
523-2405 or mirvin@okf b.org.

commodity
tour
Oklahoma Farm Bureau

HeartArbuckles 2017
of the

OKFB Commodity Tour – Tentative Schedule
Wednesday, May 3
7:30 a.m. Load buses at home office
9 a.m. 			 Valley View Pecans – John Grundmann
11 a.m. 		 Tour Leroy O'Dell Farm
12 p.m.		 Lunch sponsored by O'Dells
1:30 p.m. Tour Brett O'Dell Farm
2 p.m. 		 Big Creek Event – Darrin Bond
					 Visit Sulphur area – Artesian Hotel and surrounding shopping
6 p.m.			 Dinner at Rusty Nail Winery sponsored by Murray County
					Hotel at Chickasaw Retreat Center
Thursday, May 4
7:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel
9 a.m. 			 OK Wire Products
12:30 p.m. Noble Foundation
12:45 p.m. Welcome/Lunch at Red River
1 p.m.			 Future of Sustainable Beef – Chad Ellis
1:40 p.m. Systems Based Beef Management – Hugh, Evan & Jon
2:30 p.m. CAAST/Integrity Beef Herd – Evan & Hugh
3 p.m.			Break
3:30 p.m. Growsafe Systems – Evan
4:10 p.m. Forage Improvements & Adaptations – Hugh
5 p.m. 		 Depart Red River
5:30 p.m. Crawfish Farm
6:30 p.m. Crawfish boil dinner sponsored by Sam Barrick
					Hotel at Chickasaw Retreat Center
Friday, May 5
7:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel
8 a.m. 			 Drive thru Chickasaw National Recreation Area & watch movie
10 a.m.		 Chickasaw Cultural Center
12 p.m.		 Lunch at Chickasaw Cultural Center
					Head back to OKC

Blaine County Farm Bureau awards three scholarships
he Blaine County Farm Bureau
recently awarded three $2,000
scholarships to local high school seniors
who plan to pursue a higher education
degree in agriculture after graduation.
After reviewing several outstanding
applications, the Blaine County Farm
Bureau board awarded three scholarships
to Koby Smith of Okeene, Dalton Cash of
Fay, and Garrett Parker of Watonga.

For the past three years, Blaine County
Farm Bureau in Watonga has awarded
scholarships each year to two qualified
students. With a number of commendable
applications for this year’s scholarship,
the board made the decision to award
one additional scholarship this year with
the hope of supporting another student’s
dream to pursue an agricultural career.
The Blaine County Farm Bureau

scholarship was created in an effort
to provide financial assistance to
local students who have a passion for
agriculture. Qualified students must be a
graduating high school senior attending
Watonga, Geary, Okeene or Canton
public schools, must have a 2.5 GPA or
better, and must enroll full-time in an
agriculture program at an accredited
Oklahoma institution of high learning.

Special notice for Creek County Farm Bureau members
Creek County Farm Bureau will hold a special meeting to vote on a
dues increase July 10 at 7 p.m. at the county office located at 109 S. Main
in Bristow. All Creek County members are invited to attend.
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COMING SOON

75 YEARS STRONG

OKLAHOMA FARM BUREAU'S 75TH-ANNIVERSARY HISTORY BOOK
Oklahoma Farm Bureau is proud to present a book chronicling 75 years of Oklahoma Farm Bureau
history through photos from our organization's archives. This hard-cover volume by Dr. Bob L. Blackburn
spans 140 pages and includes more than 170 photos chronicling Oklahoma agriculture and Oklahoma
Farm Bureau through the years. We hope you'll join us as we celebrate 75 Years Strong.

Purchase and pricing information
to be announced at okfarmbureau.org
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Two Oklahoma Farm bureau members selected for
national policy committee

Roger Maschino
wo Oklahoma Farm Bureau
members, Roger Maschino of
Guymon and Adam Bohl of Chattanooga,
was appointed to serve on the American
Farm Bureau Federation Issues Advisory
Council in Washington, D.C.
Nominated by the Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and appointed by AFBF President
Zippy Duvall, both members traveled to
D.C. in February to meet with fellow AFBF
members before visiting with lawmakers
on Capitol Hill.
Maschino, selected for a two-year
term, serves on the council’s market
structures committee which focuses
on agricultural marketing, bargaining,
check-off programs, and commodities
and futures markets.
“Being selected for the council is a
humbling honor,” Maschino said. “It’s

Adam Bohl
exciting to think I may have a small voice
in directing the future of agriculture in
the United States.”
The Texas County farmer and rancher
serves as the market structures chairman
on the OKFB Commodity Committee. He
and his family are active members of the
Texas County Farm Bureau, and received
the OKFB Farm Family of the Year award
in November 2016.
Bohl began his third year on the
council’s farm policy committee, which
concentrates on AFBF priorities for the
2018 farm bill.
“Being asked to represent Oklahoma
Farm Bureau and my fellow agriculture
producers in this state is definitely an
honor,” Bohl said. “It is very important
to have farmers and ranchers who
are willing to take our information

and experiences and make sure
our representatives in Washington
understand the importance of our issues.”
A Comanche County farmer, Bohl
also serves as the farm policy chairman
on the OKFB Commodity Committee. He
is an active member of the Comanche
County Farm Bureau and the Comanche
County Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers Committee.
“The Issues Advisory Council is an
excellent opportunity for Oklahoma
farmers and ranchers to have their
priorities made known in Washington,”
said Todd Honer, OKFB commodity
coordinator. “We know Roger and
Adam will represent us well on the
national level.”

Oklahoma Farm Bureau honored for excellence
klahoma Farm Bureau earned
five Awards for Excellence at the
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 98th
Annual Convention and IDEAg Trade
Show held Jan. 6-11 in Phoenix, Arizona.
The awards recognized the state’s
excellence in membership achievement
and implementation of outstanding
programs serving members in 2016.
“At Oklahoma Farm Bureau, we
strive to fulfill the organization’s
purpose of serving as the voice of rural
Oklahomans,” said Monica Wilke,
OKFB executive director. “These awards
represent our staff’s hard work and
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dedication to serving our members.
The Awards for Excellence were
awarded to state Farm Bureaus that
demonstrated outstanding achievements
in six program areas. Oklahoma Farm
Bureau applied for five of the six
categories and received all five awards,
including Education and Outreach;
Leadership Development; Member
Services; Policy Development and
Implementation; and Public Relations
and Communications.
OKFB President Tom Buchanan
accepted the awards on behalf of the
organization.
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OKFB YF&R Golf Classic to be held May 12
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young
Farmers and Ranchers will hold
their 15th annual YF&R Golf Classic
Friday, May 12 at SilverHorn Golf Club in
Oklahoma City.
The annual scramble-style tournament
opens with check-in at 11:30 a.m., and
golfers will tee off at 1 p.m. Several
prizes will be awarded, and lunch will
be provided. All proceeds from the
event will be given to benefit the OKFB
Legal Foundation.
Registration is being accepted now

through May 5 for teams and individuals.
The cost is $350 per team of four golfers
or $90 per individual. Mulligans can be
purchased for $10 each, with a limit of
three per person. Tournament costs must
be paid in advance.
Hole sponsorships are also available to
companies, organizations and groups at
three different levels:
• Platinum hole sponsorships at a
cost of $1,000 include green fees for
four players, a meal and door prizes,
two free mulligan per player and a

Pottawatomie, Seminole County
Farm Bureaus host candidate forum

Attendees listen to Billy Choate of Seminole speak during Pottawatomie and Seminole
County Farm Bureaus’ public forum with ten candidates seeking House District 28.
he Pottawatomie and Seminole
County Farm Bureaus hosted a
public forum with the ten candidates
seeking House District 28 Thursday,
Feb. 16 at the Seminole County Farm
Bureau office.
Open to the public, the forum allowed
House District 28 voters to meet
the candidates and hear about their
legislative priorities.
The special election will be held
to replace Rep. Tom Newell who
recently resigned.
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Republican candidates include Billy
Choate, Seminole; Daniel Matthews,
Meeker; Zack Taylor, Seminole; and Mike
Matlock, Prague. Democrat candidates
include Steve Barnes, Wewoka; Jason
Leonard, Seminole; Yasminda Choate,
Saskwa; Blake Cummings, Maud; and
Marilyn Rainwater, Seminole. One
candidate, Cody Presley of Wewoka, is
running as a Libertarian.
The primary election was held March
7, and the election will be held May 9.

sponsored hole named for your team.
• Gold sponsorships at a cost of $750
include green fees for four players,
a meal and door prizes, one free
mulligans per player and a sponsored
hole named for your team.
• Silver sponsorships at a cost of $500
include green fees for four players, a
meal and door prizes and a sponsored
hole named for your team.
To register for the YF&R Golf Classic,
or for questions, call Zac Swartz at (405)
205-0070.

OKFB praises
executive order
on WOTUS rule

resident Donald Trump issued an executive order calling on the Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to overhaul the Obama administration’s overreaching Waters of the U.S.
rule. OKFB President Tom Buchanan issued
the following statement praising President
Trump’s actions.
“Oklahoma Farm Bureau is delighted
today by President Trump’s executive
order to overhaul the EPA’s Waters of
the U.S. rule, which is a perfect example
of regulatory overreach by a rogue
federal agency.
“The WOTUS rule, which defined the
waters protected under the Clean Water
Act, would have vastly expanded EPA jurisdiction by giving the agency authority
over creek beds, ponds and even ditches.
Farmers and ranchers across the country,
along with Farm Bureau and hundreds of
other agricultural organizations, opposed
the rule because it would have unnecessarily stifled the production of safe and
affordable food.
“Under the prior administration, the
EPA ignored the concerns of the agricultural industry and even used taxpayer
funds to lobby in support of its own rules.
We look forward to working alongside
the new EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
as he reviews the rule. We trust Pruitt
will work to protect the environment,
while also preserving private property
rights. We especially want to thank Sen.
Jim Inhofe for his tireless work to ensure
reasonable regulations.”

Wichert wins
Volunteer of the
Year Award
ong-time Major County Farm
Bureau member and past Oklahoma
Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership
Committee chairperson Clara Wichert
was awarded the Volunteer of the Year
award from the Fairview Chamber of
Commerce during the Taste of Fairview
event Jan. 23.
During the awards presentation,
Wichert was commended for her
extensive volunteer work for the
Ag in the Classroom program, her
leadership with OKFB, and other
service activities.
Wichert has received many awards
for her contributions to agriculture,
including the OKFB Distinguished
Service award and the National Ag
in the Classroom Ag Advocate award.
She developed an ag literacy program
in the Fairview school district several
years ago and has been involved
with Ag in the Classroom since the
first organizational meeting in 1981.
In addition, Wichert recently
received the 2016-2017 Mentor of
the Year from Mission Mentors, a
mentoring program for the benefit of
Fairview Public Schools in which oneon-one relationships are built between
an adult volunteer and a student.
Wichert has been with Mission
Mentors from the 2010 beginning of
the program.
The Taste of Fairview event
encourages residents to spend the
evening sampling various tastings from
restaurants, caterers, and vendors.

Oklahoma County Farm Bureau
donates $1,000 to Urban Harvest

Dennis Lambring (middle), Oklahoma County Farm Bureau treasurer, presents a $1,000
check to Urban Harvest. Photo courtesy of the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma.
klahoma County Farm Bureau
recently donated $1,000 to Urban
Harvest, a sustainable gardening program
of the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma.
Dennis Lambring, Oklahoma County
Farm Bureau treasurer, visited the
Regional Food Bank January 17 in
Oklahoma City to deliver the donation.
The Urban Harvest program includes
three acres of organic gardens at the
Regional Food Bank’s headquarters in
southwest Oklahoma City. The program
teaches children from low-income
backgrounds about nutrition and
gardening. 09680343 The four central
goals of the Urban Harvest program
include agricultural education, fresh
food production, community outreach
and ecological conservation. The fresh,
healthy fruits and vegetables produced
year-round are distributed to low-

income senior and childhood nutritional
programs. Oklahoma County Farm
Bureau has supported these programs for
the last four years.
In an effort to include more outreach,
Urban Harvest also provides assistance
to partner gardens with educational
information and donations of seedlings.
In addition, the program engages
children with limited resources in the
food cycle and growing process on-site
at five after-school snack sites and 32
Kids Cafés, an afterschool and summer
program that provides food, mentoring,
tutoring, and a variety of other activities
to approximately 6,000 at-risk children in
central and western Oklahoma.
To learn more about the Regional Food
Bank or the Urban Harvest program, visit
regionalfoodbank.org.

“We believe in the importance of teaching students about Oklahoma agriculture,” said Elizabeth Shepard, Alfalfa
County Farm Bureau secretary. “Alfalfa
County Farm Bureau is proud to support
our local schools and provide them with
these resources to include agriculture in
their classroom curriculum.”
Through the Bushels for Books
Program, applications were accepted from

elementary educators across the state.
Five finalists were chosen to receive the
statewide award during the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau State Annual Meeting.
Following those awards, applications
were distributed to county farm bureau
offices for an opportunity to sponsor
local schools. Lindsay Headlee, librarian
for Cherokee Elementary was selected as
one of the five statewide award winners.

Alfalfa County Farm Bureau awards books to local
schools through Bushels for Books program

lfalfa County Farm Bureau
presented two local schools with
baskets of accurate agriculture books last
week through the Oklahoma Farming
and Ranching Foundation and Oklahoma
Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers Bushels for Books program.
Shane Feely, Burlington principal,
and Amanda Jones, Timberlake librarian,
accepted the books for their schools.
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OKFB selects favorite photos from 2016

Ron Justice stands in a Chickasha-area
pasture during an Oklahoma Country
magazine photo shoot.

Storm clouds build in the distance during
wheat harvest near Calumet, Oklahoma.

Roger and Idella Maschino, OKFB Farm
Family of the Year, survey a pasture of
cattle in Cimarron County, Oklahoma.

A grain cart unloads corn into a truck as
combines roll through golden rows of corn
in the Oklahoma panhandle.

Spraying fungicide on wheat near Garber,
Oklahoma.

Sheep move in for the evening near Hydro,
Oklahoma.

View the entire Oklahoma Farm Bureau 2016 favorite photos album on the OKFB Flickr page at flickr.com/okfarmbureau/albums.

Protect yourhome oroffice
by viewing livevideoon
your PCorcellphone!
Introducingg iSeeVideo.

Call

No equipment charge,no installation charge,no activation fee
on Base Gemini P801 System above This system includes a control panel

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals…. AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the excavation. The company
will respond to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America’s Farmers and Ranchers. No matter if you’re deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning
or moving heavy loads. Understanding what’s below ground will help you DIG SAFELY

www.call811.com
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www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

CALL 811
BEFORE
YOU DIG,
EVERY
TIME!!!

No equipment charge, no installation charge, no activation
fee on Base Gemini P801 System above. This system includes a
control panel, keypad, 2 door sensors plus a motion detector, siren
& full service warranty. Monitoring is required. Plus, Farm Bureau
members get $200 to use toward additional equipment. The fee is
$24.95 per month. For more information visit: tscsecurity.com

•
•
•
•

Check your home while on
vacation or at work.
Check your business when
you can’t be there.
Check your property when
you are gone.

866 321-4177

iSeeVideo can email video
clips to your PC or Cell Phone. WWW.TOTALSECURITY.BIZ

Pruitt brings
new day for
farmers and
ranchers,
OKFB president
says
he U.S. Senate
voted 52-46 in
favor of Oklahoma
Attorney General
Scott Pruitt as
administrator of
the Environmental
Protection Agency.
Oklahoma Farm
Bureau President
Tom Buchanan issued the following
statement congratulating Pruitt on his
new role.
“Today is a new day for farmers and
ranchers across the country. We now
have an Environmental Protection
Agency administrator who will work
alongside us, rather than against us,
in protecting the environment as we
produce an abundance of safe and
affordable food.
“In the past, the EPA has disregarded
its constitutional role, and given itself
authority far beyond Congressional
intent. The agency’s onerous
regulations have hindered economic
growth and placed undue burdens on
U.S. farmers and ranchers.
“Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt has proved time and time again
his ardent commitment to following
the rule of law. As a longtime friend
of family farmers and ranchers, Pruitt
will ensure the EPA preserves our
environment while remaining within
its constitutional jurisdiction.
“Oklahoma Farm Bureau
congratulates Pruitt on his prestigious
new role and looks forward to working
with the EPA under his leadership.
We also would like to thank Senate
Environment and Public Works
Committee Chairman John Barrasso,
along with Sen. Jim Inhofe and Sen.
James Lankford for their undeniable
support of Pruitt.”
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ARDMORE
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-223-7722
www.pettitmachinery.com

HUGO
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-326-7556
www.pettitmachinery.com

DURANT
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
580-924-4698
www.pettitmachinery.com

PAULS VALLEY
PETTIT MACHINERY, INC.
405-238-3339
www.pettitmachinery.com

T HE DA ILY DRI V ER

TH AT’S FA R FROM ROUTINE.

ADA
Hisle Brothers Inc.
580-332-8453

www.hislebrothers.com

BARTLESVILLE
Jensen Tractor Ranch Inc.
918-333-4777
www.jensentractorranch.com

EDMOND
Central New Holland Inc.
405-341-7829
www.centralnewholland.net

A N E W W O R L D D E M A N D S N E W H O L L A ND.
New Holland has provided an exceptional level of comfort, power and efﬁciency in its ultimate farmhand—the
T4 Series tractors. Common-rail fuel-injection engines with four valves per cylinder deliver more power and
torque to easily handle all your daily chores, while reducing your fuel bills and emissions.
• VisionView™ cab with great visibility and 10-vent cooling/heating or the roomy, ﬂat-deck ROPS platform
• Command Arc console gives priority placement to the most-used controls
• A wide selection of transmissions including 12x12 mechanical and power
shuttle, 20x20 power shuttle with creeper, 24x24 HiLo Dual Command™ and
40x40 HiLo Dual Command with creeper
Learn more about these 73- to 99-PTO-horsepower tractors at
www.newholland.com/na

OKLAHOMA CITY
Central New Holland Inc.
866-328-3206
www.centralnewholland.net

TULSA
Tulsa New Holland, Inc.
918-438-5665
www.tulsanewholland.com
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COUNTRY GARDENING

Photo courtesy of kazoka/Shutterstock.com.

Six steps to a successful vegetable garden
By Trisha Gedon
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
thick slice of tomato, picked fresh
from the vine, is a great addition to
almost any sandwich. Throw on a leaf or
two of garden-fresh lettuce and you’ve got
yourself a winning combination.
But before you get to enjoy that
wonderful taste sensation, there is some
work that needs to be done in the garden
to help ensure gardeners can grow the
tastiest vegetables possible.
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The first thing you need to do is choose
the site, said David Hillock, Oklahoma
State University Cooperative Extension
consumer horticulturist.
“You may not have a lot of options
in your landscape, but with a few soil
modifications, you should be just fine,”
Hillock said. “Choose a site that is well
drained, gets full sunlight and is away
from trees and large shrubs. If you’ve got

smaller shrubs in your yard, these can be
used for a windbreak. Just make sure they
aren’t too tall to block the sun.”
As any gardener knows, water is one
of the foundation blocks of successful
gardening. Make sure the site you select
is close to a water source.
Once you’ve got the site picked out, sit
down and think about what you want to
grow. Be sure to consider the length of

time from planting to harvest and group
like crops together. Remember to plan
appropriate spacing between rows so
there will be plenty of room to access the
plants for harvest. Some gardeners may
want to consider putting in raised beds so
plant access is easier.
“Once you’ve decided where to put your
garden and what to plant in it, it’s time
to prep your soil. It’s always good to add
organic matter to your soil,” he said. “If
you’ve got clay soil, add 3 to 4 inches of
organic matter and incorporate it into the
soil. Well-prepared soils will help your
seeds germinate quicker, it’s easier to set
your plants and it reduces the work of
planting and caring for your crops.”
Gardeners may want to consider getting
a soil test done to determine the nutrient
content and pH. This will help you figure
out what kind of fertilizer requirements
you might have.
Contact your local OSU Cooperative
Extension office for assistance with
soil testing.
Hillock said he knows gardeners can
get a little anxious when spring gardening
season rolls around, but stresses the
importance of proper planting at the
proper time.
“This is the fourth step in vegetable
garden planning. Gardening can take a
lot of work, so you don’t want to
jeopardize your efforts by planting at the
wrong time,” he said. “Proper spacing,
plant depth and moisture all play key
roles in successful gardening. If you’re
setting transplants, make sure to handle
them carefully, set them at the proper
depth, use a starter solution and protect
the plants from unexpected cold
and wind.”
Water is a key element for successful
gardening and is step number five in this
six-step process. Oklahoma heat and high
winds can quickly dry out your vegetable

beds, so proper watering is essential.
He also suggests buying treated
Apply 1 to 2 inches at each watering. It is
seeds or treat your own, as well as using
a good idea to make use of mulches in an
a spray program.
effort to make
		 Contact
the watering
your local OSU
process more
Cooperative
efficient. Mulch
Extension office for
helps keep the
more information,
soil from drying
or visit osufacts.
out so quickly, as
okstate.edu and
well as controls
search for HLA-6004
weeds and helps
Oklahoma Garden
with erosion.
Planning Guide.
“Some things
		 A well-planned,
— David Hillock
are beyond our
properly managed
OSU Cooperative Extension
control, but we
garden can provide
consumer horticulturist
do have an upper
your family with
hand when it
an abundance of
comes to controlling pests in the garden.
flavorful, high quality fresh vegetables
The first thing gardeners should do while
from spring through fall.
still in the planning process, is to select
“There’s nothing quite like the taste
resistant varieties,” Hillock said. “It can
of fresh produce right off the vine or
be pretty discouraging to nurture along
plant,” Hillock said. “The flavor of peak
those blossoming zucchini plants, only
freshness makes the planning, watering,
later to discover they’re infected with
weeding and general care of the garden
squash bugs.”
more than worth the effort.”

There's nothing
quite like the
taste of fresh
produce right off
the vine or plant.

Photo courtesy of yuris/Shutterstock.com.
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COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOMOTIVE

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY

1951 - Mery Coope. Chevy motor and Tran. Mustang front end. Show
car. 918-962-2064.
1950 John Deere. Gas - narrow frt. end. 3 point hitch-hand clutch.
918-559-9317. $4850.00
5-16 JD MOLBARD Plow. 6-18 AC Semi Mount PLow. 580-430-5551.
FOR SALE: 1948 CUB IHC Tractor. Refurbished, ready to work, show,
or parade. 580-854-6549.
2011 John Deere 5083E. 83 HP, 288 hours, 4WD, Heat, Air, Stereo.
Like new. $42,000. 405-834-4154.

For sale: Two Eyed Red Buck/Zan Par Barr Stallion. Produces good
bone, heavy muscle, little head, big moter get. Others available.
580-791-0786.
Give your heifers a break, use a Texas Longhorn bull their first
time out. Having a live calf and less wear and tear will put
more jingle in your pocket. Call Steve Douglas at 580-220-1477.
Beefmaster bull and females. EPDs and performance information
available. Practical cattle with proven performance. Simon Creek
Beefmasters. 580-668-2523.
One PtHA mare 1/2 mustang, 1/2 Paint Quarter Horse. 6 years old,
had one foal. Asking $700.00. Call 918-426-3828.
Angus Bulls - 9 mo to 2 years. 5 blood lines. Angus business 58
years - same location. Hatch Ranch: 580-456-7241.
Angus Bulls - 16 mo to 2 years. Sons of the Top EPD Bulls in the
Angus breed. Low birthweight, tremendous weaning & yearling
weight growth. Seyler Farms. Call Sandy at 580-614-1150.
Greenfield OK.
Red Angus Yearling Bulls and Heifers, Low birth weights, and
gentle. Kent Mindemann 580-450-1735.
Coturnix Quail Chicks from 1 day old to 1 month. Adult birds
also for sale. Buy live or butchered. Text or call 580-772-4214.
Serviceable Age Angus or Maine bulls. Have F. T. tested. 4 male
donkeys. Ground driven sprayer on trailer. 750 gal. tank. Call 405381-4307.
Registered Polled Hereford bulls. 14-22 months old. Remitall Online
122L and PW Victor Boomer P606 genetics. 48 years breeding
Polled Herefords. 580-332-2468.
Brangus Bulls, $2000, Gentle, Growthy calves, Lots of happy
customers, delivery available. HorseHeadRanch.net. 918-695-2357.

FARM MACHINERY/EQUIPMENT
Gehl 135 grinder/mixer with hay table for square bales. Stored in
barn. $3500. 405-408-3219.
'93 D37E-5 Komatsu Dozer. Heat/AC, 6 way Blade, Power Shift,
hand steer, 80 hp, 4655 hrs - $24,000.00. Call 918-440-1265.
32' bumper pull travel trailer, JAYCO, 2 slides, ducted H/A, new tires,
new refrigerator, garage kept, used very little. Call 580-467-1395.
2615 Batwing Bushog. New blades and paint. 1000 PTO. 94
Fruehauf 48' semi. tr. Air Ride Hay Ex rachets. Call 405-452-3094.
Sorghum mill made in McAlester, OK, mod. no. climax #2, 1905 1906. Call 580-795-3861.
6 bale hay trailer, like new! Loads and pulls easily. 405-262-8499 or
405-361-0735.
INT Grain Drill, 3 point, 9ft. Springtooth, 3 point disk plow. 4
bottom INT plow. 2 section drag Springtooth. Phone number: 5673685.
18' stock trailer with dressing room. Dessage bridles GC, other tack,
western tack, large pony harness, like new. 1 mile off 412. Call 918805-6715.

COUNTRY CLASSIFIEDS
All information must be completed.

Each OKFB member family is limited to one free classified ad per issue. No
call-in ads will be accepted. The length of the ad cannot exceed the
number of lines on this form. Ads run one time. We reserve the right not to
publish submitted ads. Return to Country Classifieds, 2501 N. Stiles,
Oklahoma City, OK 73105.

Please type or print legibly.

Name
OKFB Membership Number
Address
City				
Phone
48 — Oklahoma Country

State

Zip

Deadline for the next issue is May 31, 2017.

MISCELLANEOUS
16 x 80 Champion Mobile Home. Some remodeling have been
done. Ready to live in. Must see to appreciate. $15,000.00 OBO.
405-613-9746
For sale: 2001 SKYLINE HOME, 2,280 SQ FT, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths,
Cathedral ceilings thru-out, fireplace, 2 be moved by purchaser.
580-698-2497.
Fence charger repair, hyd. cyl. repair. Call Bob Hunter @ 580-6030063. Pioneer Electronics, 5807 E. Hayward Rd, Waukomis, OK
73773.
Hunting trailer 20' long. Tandum Axles - Stove, Ice Box, Air Cond.,
Bathroom, Closet, Fair Shape, $500.00. 918-759-1111.
90,000 ft structural pipe $1.00/ft. 600 guns. 2002 LEXUS ES 300
Car $3,500.00. 100 spools new cable $0.15/ft. www.branchauction.
com. 405-627-3920.
French Bulldog Puppies: new litter due Feb. 12th. Another litte due
March 19th. AKC Registered. Call for more info: 918-527-1068.
Sucker rods, 25 ft long. $6.00 each. 918-366-8759 or 918-284-0391.
Feral Hogs - responsible adult seeks opportunity to hunt feral hogs
within 60 miles of Shawnee. Contact Don Brown (h) 405-214-6766
(c) 602-918-6304. DonBrownRPH@aol.com.
For sale: Handcarved man & woman dolls - mountain people. 10 in
high. Moving joints, fully dressed in handmade clothing. Call 918762-3120.
Violet color 8 place dinner ware. Lace print, paid $400.00. Will take
$150.00 or best offer - Sherri 405-598-1202.
Kelly's Monuments, Henryetta, OK 918-652-7248. Big selection, low
prices. Check us out.
Aircraft Challenger II. 2 place, 85 mph cruise speed. VFR flight
instruments, Rotex 503 engine, electric start. Call 580-677-2288.

SEA MINERALS

“No Minerals - No Life”
Build Your Organic Matter.......No Fertilizer
Apply To Any Growing Forage Free Choice to Cattle

$4 Per Acre • $12 Per Year
•••••••••••••••••••••
$50 Per 50 Lb. Bag • $1,600 A Ton
•••••••••••••••••••••

FREE SHIPPING TON LOTS

918-367-5146 • 918-698-5308

www.seamineralusa.com

Fifth-wheel, one slide-out, used very little. Inside is like new, one
owner, older couple. $10,500. Call 405-756-3488.
Nice, decorative attractive steel fencing. 4 1/2 ft x 10' sections about
75 ft. Old Wrenches; Cream Separator. 405-275-5673.

REAL ESTATE
480 acre's grass, 2 live creeks, good deer hunting. 160 acre with 145
cultivated, pivot irrigation. This joined land is near Eakly and Hydro.
Call Frank at 405-388-1827 or Bob at 405-570-4893.

WANTED
WANTED: Railroad items from the (MV) Midland Valley, (KO&G)
Kansas Oklahoma & Golf, and the (OC&AA) Oklahoma City, Ada,
and Atoka Railroads. 580-399-8866.
WANTED: Small grain bin (1-3 tons) with legs, no bottom rust outs.
Also a heavy duty harrow to smooth out gopher mounds. 918-3662403.
WANTED: Looking for portable manual band saw mill. Running or
not. Call 580-439-4155.

Baby chicks,
Bantams,
Ducklings,
Heritage Turkeys,
Guineas,
Goslings

Country Hatchery
Box 747, Wewoka, OK 74884

405-257-1236

www.countryhatchery.net
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COUNTRY KITCHEN RECIPES

Chicken and Rice

From the kitchen of Linda Taggart, Caddo County

Ingredients
1/2 cup butter
1 cup rice
1 teaspoon onion flakes
1 teaspoon salt
1 can golden mushroom soup
1 cup water
3 chicken breasts, cut in half
(alternative option: 6 to 8 pork chops)

Treasure Bars
Ingredients
1 cup sugar
1 cup white Karo syrup
1 1/2 cups crunchy peanut butter
2 tablespoons margarine
6 cups Special K cereal
1 1/2 cups chocolate morsels
1 1/2 cups butterscotch morsels

Preparation/Cooking
Melt butter in 9" x 13" dish.
Stir in rice, onion flakes, salt, soup, and
water. Place chicken over top.
Bake uncovered for 1 1/4 hour at 350
degrees.

From the kitchen of Lena Henson, Okmulgee County

Preparation/Cooking
Mix sugar, white Karo syrup and
margarine to boil. Take off heat. Add
peanut butter and mix.
Pour mixture over Special K cereal. Put in
an 11 x 17 sheet cake pan and cool.
Melt chocolate and butterscotch morsels
in microwave for two minutes. Stir and
pour over the top of Special K mixture.
Cool and cut.

If you are a Farm Bureau member and want to see your recipes featured in Oklahoma Country, send a
full list of ingredients along with preparation and cooking instructions to Clarissa.Walton@okfb.org or
mail a hard copy to Oklahoma Country Recipes, 2501 N. Stiles Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73105.
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Conserve Energy with Mastic Vinyl Siding & Windows
Farm Bureau members
will receive a 33 1/3% discount
off nationally published
retail prices.

M. RhodesSinceCompany,
LLC
1937
Call 405-721-2807
for an estimate.

UPCOMING

EVENTS
Oklahoma State FFA Convention
May 2-3 • Oklahoma City
OKFB Commodity Tour
May 3-5 • Southcentral Oklahoma
OKFB YF&R Golf Tournament
May 12 • Silverhorn Golf Club
Oklahoma Legislature Adjourns
May 26 • Oklahoma City
OKFB Youth Safety Day
June 2 • OKFB Home Office

The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm
and your neighbors farms all year long.

On the Road with Ag
in the Classroom
June 13-15 • State of Oklahoma

Today, membership can save you up to $500 on
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

Oklahoma Youth Leading
Agriculture Conference
June 14-16 • Oklahoma City
State Ag in the Classroom
Conference
July 6 • Moore/Norman
OKFB YF&R State Leadership
Conference
July 13-15
Print your certificate today!*
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH
*A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must
be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery
to receive the incentive discount. Farm Bureau Members can
download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. Not a Farm
Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.

ADA
HISLE BROTHERS INC.
580-332-8453
www.hislebrothers.com

CLINTON
ROTHER BROS. INC.
580-323-1981
www.rotherbros.com

KINGFISHER
ROTHER BROS. INC.
405-375-5349
www.rotherbros.com

CHICKASHA
BOB LOWE FARM
MACHINERY INC.
405-224-6500
lowefarm.com

FAIRVIEW
ROTHER BROS. INC.
580-227-2547
www.rotherbros.com

KREMLIN
ZALOUDEK
MACHINERY CO.
580-874-2211

Nurse's Scholarship App Deadline
July 15
OSU Big Three Field Days
July 18-20 • Stillwater
State Farm & Ranch Family
Recognition Award Deadline
August 15 • OKFB Home Office
Shotgun Shoot Fundraiser
August 25
YF&R State Fair Livestock Judging
September 14 • Oklahoma City

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC
under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com
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DID YOU

KNOW

nutrition research funded
by your checkoff shows
consumers that beef has
what they want?
“Consumers are very concerned about nutrition.
Beef delivers 10 really important nutrients: protein
for muscles, B vitamins for brains, iron for blood,
and zinc for the immune system. All this for only
150 calories in 3 ounces of lean beef. Your beef
checkoff invests in nutrition research, and tells that
story through advertising, social media, and at the
grocery store meat counter.”
While you and the McMillans are working to
produce nutritious beef, your checkoff provides
facts to consumers about the importance of beef
in the diet.

Z e n o, Rory a n d Be cca McMilla n
Cow-calf producers
Oklahoma Farm Bureau members

MyBeefCheckoff.com
Funded by the Beef Checkoff.
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